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Summary. 


The  Suicide  of  two  chemists  is  reported  on  p,  604. 

"  Richabd's  Himself  Again  "  in  a  double  sense  and  in  the 
Aviary  this  week  (p.  616). 

One  of  our  Representatives  has  gathered  some  ideas  at  the 
Dairy  Show,  which  are  recorded  on  p,  624. 

Artist  and  Poet  have  found  in  Prof.  Ramsay's  address  the 
subject  of  original  views  cn  lab.  drill  (p  628). 

Two  Correspondents  are  indignant  at  the  idea  of  the  Parisian 
police  that  boric  acid  may  be  a  poison  (p.  630). 

"Truth"  has  something  to  say  regarding  the  Espanola  and 
Polypathic  businesses,  which  we  note  on  p.  620. 

The  Edmonton  Chemist  who  sold  ung.  hydrarg.  made  with 
lanoline  confesses  to  being  a  vegetarian  (p.  620 1. 

At  the  drug-auctions  this  week  Tinnevelly  senna  was  offered  in 
large  quantity,  and  fetched  higher  prices  (p.  634'. 

Pharmaceutical  Examination  Results  in  Ireland  (p.  609) 
and  in  Great  Britain  (p.  622)  are  printed  this  week. 

A  Minor  Candidate  gives  a  pleasant  and  informative  account 
of  his  experiences  at  Galen  Place  this  month  (p.  622). 

Who  Killed  Clause  2  ?  Mr.  John  Smith,  of  Liverpool,  gives 
the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  the  credit  of  it  (p.  620,'. 

Our  Town  Traveller  has  picked  up  some  useful  bits  of 
trade  information  during  his  journey  this  week  (p.  610'. 

British  Trade  during  the  past  month  has  kept  at  the  high 
level  which  characterises  the  year.  Particulars  are  given  on 
p.  621. 

Our  Consuls  are  severely  rebuked  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Taylor, 
to  whose  article  in  the  Fortnighthj  Review  "Xrayser"  refers 
(p.  617). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  (G.B  (  Examinations  have  been 
criticised  in  the  Outlook  so  far  as  their  money-earning  qualities 
are  concerned  (p.  619). 

Professor  McWeeney's  lecture  on  typhoid  (reported  on 
p.  609)  gives  instructive  particulars  about  bacilli,  and  tells  how 
typhoid  is  caused  and  spread. 

Inland  Revenue  Officers  are  looking  after  unstamped 
proprietaries  just  now.  We  report  two  cases  this  week  in  which 
fines  have  been  inflicted  (p.  625'. 

Forty  Mays,  Margarets,  Elsies,  Roses,  and  the  like,  were 
amongst  the  521  who  passed  the  Preliminary  examination  held  in 
July,  and  reported  last  week  (p.  617). 

Our  Cape  Correspondent  reports  on  the  condition  of  trade 
there,  and,  amongst  other  matters,  mentions  a  rather  disastrous 
fire  in  a  Cape  Town  pharmacy  (p.  607;. 

Our  "  War  Notes  "  are  brought  to  an  end  this  week  with  a 
letter  by  a  compounder,  who  tells  how  he  felt  when  he  was 
dressing  the  wounded  under  fire  (p.  607). 

In  Discussing  logic  and  logicians  in  their  pharmaceutical 
application,  "  Xrayser  "  touches  upon  Dr.  Edmunds's  arguments 
and  gives  sound  advice  to  "no-compromise  "  people  (p.  617). 

The  Composition  of  otto  of  rose,  distilled  from  German-grown 
roses,  has  been  fully  determined  by  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.'s 
chemists,  and  that  firm  has  prepared  a  synthetic  otto  (p.  620;. 

Some  Thoughts  on  the  coming  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  need 
for  a  more  fraternal  spirit  amongst  pharmaceutical  politicians  at 
the  present  juncture  are  the  subject  of  the  first  Editorial  Note 
(p.  618). 

The  Winter  Session  has  fairly  begun.  At  Southport  chemists 
discussed  what  should  go  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill ;  Dewsbury 
chemists  have  held  a  meeting,  and  the  Newcastle  Association  had 
a  useful  evening  on  Wednesday  (p.  623). 

Caffeine  is  2s.  per  lb.  dearer  this  week.  Menthol  is  again 
higher,  and  so  is  ergot.  Cream  of  tartar  is  firmer,  and  lemon  oil 
is  easier.  Cinchona  in  auction  sold  irregularly,  rich  barks  being 
very  firm,  but  commoner  grades  were  easier.  Quinine  has  been 
flat  (p.  634). 

Our  Election  Intelligence  includes  a  description  of  one  of 
Sir  James  Haslett's  meetings  and  portraits  of  candidates.  Sir 
James  H.  Haslett  is  the  only  chemist  and  druggist  returned  so 
far,  and  he  has  the  company  of  Colonel  Slater,  F.C.S.  Replies 
from  several  M.P.'s  in  regard  to  pharmacy  companies  are  also 
given  on  p.  613. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Maynard,  chemist,  High  Street,  Horncastle,  has 
been  granted  an  ofi-licence. 

Derbyshire  County  Council  has  sanctioned  a  grant  of  600Z. 
for  chemical  and  physical  apparatus  for  the  new  technical 
schools  at  Glossop. 

At  Bridgwater  on  October  4  the  10 -year-old  son  of  Mr.  J. 
Clement  Shuffrey,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  knocked  down 
by  a  carriage  and  so  seriously  injured  that  he  subsequently 
died. 

On  October  8  an  alarming  explosion  occurred  at  the  Cray- 
ford  Chemical  Works  owing  to  about  1,000  bags  of  nitrate 
of  soda  becoming  ignited  as  the  result,  it  is  said,  of  the  heat 
of  the  sun. 

The  largest  trade  sign  in  Yarmouth  was  on  October  9 
erected  for  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  over  the  front  of  their 
Regent  Street  establishment.  It  is  43  feet  in  length,  and 
12  feet  wide. 

At  Blackburn  on  October  8,  a  County  Court  jury  awarded 
1502.  damages  to  a  carter  in  the  employ  of  the  Lion  Brewery 
Company,  who  had  had  his  eye  cut  out  by  the  bursting  of 
two  bottles  of  ginger-beer. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  October  6  at  the  Britannia  Chemical- 
works,  Stockport,  owned  by  Messrs.  John  Hulme  &  Sons,  and 
considerable  damage  was  done  to  stock  and  machinery 
before  the  flames  were  subdued. 

The  body  of  Harold  Culmore,  a  youth  who  had  been 
employed  at  a  local  store-chemists,  was  found  on  a  brickfield 
at  Stamford  Hill  on  October  8.  A  bottle,  supposed  to  have 
contained  poison,  was  found  beside  the  body. 

A  valuable  property  at  Brighton  will  be  exposed  for  sale 
on  October  17,  comprising  the  shop  and  private  residence  at 
32  Marine  Parade,  until  quite  recently  let  at  200/.  per  annum., 
and  for  many  years  occupied  by  a  firm  of  high-class  chemists. 

At  Derby,  on  October  9,  George  Stanley  Purdan,  a 
traveller,  was  remanded  on  a  charge  of  embezzling  61.  10s. 
from  a  customer  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Day,  Son  & 
Hewitt,  veterinary  -  medicine  manufacturers,  22  Dorset 
Street,  W. 

At  Rotherham  on  October  4,  Arthur  Hatfield,  aged  14,  was 
committed  for  trial  at  the  Sessions  on  a  charge  of  stealing 
101.  15s.  5d.,  the  property  of  Boots  (Limited),  chemists, 
Bridge  Gate,  Rotherham,  where  he  had  been  employed  as  an 
errand-boy. 

A  mail-cart  driver,  named  Sidney  Hill,  was  committed  to 
the  Sessions  at  Westminster  Police  Court  on  October  8,  on  a 
charge  of  causing  bodily  harm  to  John  Tunnicliffe,  a 
druggist.  Prosecutor  was  knocked  down  by  the  prisoner 
and  severely  injured. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  at  Oxford  reports  that  he 
has  taken  three  samples  each  of  Gregory's  powder,  sal 
volatile,  zinc  ointment,  glycerin,  and  seidlitz  powder,  two 
of  calcined  magnesia,  and  one  of  phosphate  of  soda,  and  all 
were  up  to  standard. 

The  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute  on  Tuesday  morning, 
October  9,  recalls  the  fact  that  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  met  at  Cardiff  during  the  year  (1891)  cf  his 
mayoralty  of  that  town,  and  he  gave  the  members  of  the 
Conference  a  hearty  reception,  charming  everyone  by  his 
affability  and  attention. 

At  the  Nottingham  City  Quarter  Sessions  on  Tuesday, 
Charles  O'Brien,  aged  62,  described  as  a  chemist,  was 
sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for 
assaulting  William  Jordan,  cab-proprietor,  and  George  Kirk, 
cabdriver,  on  September  4.  We  mention  the  case  because 
we  do  not  find  O'Brien's  name  on  the  register  of  chemists  and 
druggists. 


London  University  Senate. 
The  registered  graduates  in  medicine  and  in  surgery  of 
the  University  have  elected  Thomas  Barlow,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Sc, 
and  Joseph  Frank  Payne,  M.D. ;  Sydney  Ringer,  M.D.,  and 
Arthur  Quarry  Silcock,  M.D.,  B.S,  were  not  elected.  The 
registered  graduates  in  science  have  elected  Sir  Philip 
Magnus,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  Sophia  Bryant,  D.Sc,  Charles  William 
Kimmins,  D.Sc,  Frank  Clowes,  D.Sc,  Silvanus  Phillips 
Thompson,  D.Sc,  B.A.,  and  Francis  Sowerby  Macaulay, 
D.Sc.  ;  Sydney  Russell  Wells,  M.D.,  B.Sc,  Sydney  Howard 
Vines,  D.Sc,  George  Carey  Foster,  B.A.,  Robert  Davies 
Roberts,  D.Sc,  and  Charles  Henry  Draper,  D.Sc,  B.A.,  were 
not  elected. 

The  Weekly  Poison-record. 

There  have  been  ten  cases  of  poisoning  reported  to  us  this 
week,  and  five  deaths  under  arj aesthetics,  three  of  the  latter 
being  while  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  one  while 
under  A.C.E.  mixture,  and  the  other  nitrous  oxide.  Un- 
scheduled poisons  (ammonia,  hydrochloric  acid,  and  lead) 
are  responsible  for  three  fatalities,  while  laudanum  was  the 
cause  of  four,  and  carbolic  acid  one  only. 

Chemists'  Suicides 

On  October  4  an  inquest  was  held  at  Willesden  on  the 
body  of  William  Shepherd  Jones  (52),  who  had  for  several 
years  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  in  the  College  Park, 
Harrow  Road,  Willesden.  The  evidence  showed  that  a 
bailiff  had  been  put  in  the  house  for  a  debt  of  60Z.  due  to 
two  wholesale  druggists.  Deceased  was  unable  to  obtain  a 
loan,  and  was  greatly  upset.  He  was  found  dead  in  bed,  and 
an  empty  bottle  by  him  which  had  contained  hydrocyanic 
acid.    Suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane  was  the  verdict. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Cardiff  on  October  9  on  the  body 
of  Charles  Heaid,  a  chemist  in  the  employ  of  the  Eton  Drug 
Company  (Limited),  Cowbridge  Road,  Cardiff.  Mr.  Frank 
Edwards,  a  director  of  the  company,  said  deceased  entered 
the  employ  of  the  company  on  September  20.  On  October  8 
deceased  was  found  to  be  under  the  influence  of  drink,  and 
witness  told  him  that  he  had  better  look  out  for  another 
berth.  Deceased  was  subsequently  discovered  lying  dead  on 
the  floor  of  a  room  over  the  shop  with  a  1-oz.  prussic-acid 
phial  near  to  his  hand.  A  verdict  of  suicide  whilst  labouring 
under  temporary  insanity  was  returned. 

Contracts. 

An  additional  list  of  public  contracts  settled  is  appended  : — 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cambridge. — Messrs.  Lilley&  Co., 
Broxbourne  :  Carbolic  soap,  19s.  per  cwt. ;  borax,  2d.  per  lb. 
Messrs.  Sturton  Brothers  :  Spirits  of  turpentine,  2s.  2d.  per 
gal. ;  Valentine's  meat-juice,  34s.  per  dozen ;  Brand's 
essence,  13s.  6d.  per  dozen ;  linseed  oil,  2s.  10^.  per  gal. ; 
pure  olive  oil,  4s.  per  lb. 

Darlington  Union. — Mr.  G.  Best,  drugs  for  the  work- 
house. 

Leicester  Union  Cottage  Homes : — Messrs.  Herrick  &  Sons, 
for  carbolic  soap  at  21s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Walsingham  Board  of  Guardians : — Mr.  O.  Davison,  of 
Fakenham,  for  disinfectants. 

In  consequence  of  a  query  from  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Ringwood  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  that 
in  future  cod-liver  oil,  being  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a 
food,  should  be  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  but 
that  quinine,  being  no  longer  an  expensive  medicine,  should 
be  supplied  by  the  Medical  Officer,  out  of  his  salary,  as 
heretofore. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  materia  medica  museum  of  the  Mason  College  has 
been  greatly  extended,  and  with  Dr.  Kneale  (formerly  a 
pharmacist  and  at  one  time  an  assistant  to  Mr.  C.  Thompson, 
of  Stratford  Road)  in  the  lectureship  things  ought  to  hum. 

The  very  latest  in  bottles  is  a  ginger-beer  bottle  which 
has  a  hole  in  its  neck,  through  which,  when  the  cork  is 
inserted  in  the  usual  way,  a  small  steel  skewer  is  inserted 
which  secures  the  cork.  When  required  to  be  drawn  the 
skewer  is  removed,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  cork  comes  out  spon- 
taneously. 
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A  Council  meeting  of  the  local  Association  was  held  at 
the  Mason  College  last  week  to  settle  the  coming  session's 
programme,  but  what  was  done  is  not  publicly  stated.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  some  originality  will  be  displayed,  and 
that  the  advice  given  by  "  Xrayser  "  will  be  faithfully 
followed — viz.,  good  sound  pharmaceutical  work  pithily 
reported. 

Principal  Lodge,  availing  himself  of  the  offer  of  the  editor 
of  the  Daily  Post  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  citizens  of  Bir- 
mingham, proposes  to  address  the  students  and  their  friends 
shortly,  "  when  musical  and  political  festivals   may  be 
absorbing  less  attention."    An  "  opening  ceremonial "  will 
take  place  at  end  of  session,  to  which  representatives  of 
other  universities  will  be  invited. 

Whether  the    note    printed  herein   has  influenced  the 
"  Square  "  botanical  examiners  at  the  October  examinations 
or  not  is  not  known  to  the  writer,  but  there  were  this  time  at 
Galen  Place  some  questions  on  systematic  botany,  and  some 
floral  specimens  were  shown — indeed,  one  candidate  said 
"  there  were  lots  of  them,  which  is  as  it  ought  to  be."  At  the 
July  examination  a  candidate  only  saw  one  flower  (a  com- 
posite) on  the  table. 

Mr.  H.  Glaisyer,  county  court  registrar,  formerly  solicitor 
to  the  defunct  Chemists' Trade  Association,  and  champion  in 
old-time  sweet-nitre  cases  with   Professor  Attfield  as  his 
prompter,  opened  an  exhibition  on  dietetics  on  Monday,  and 
lamented  the  absence  of  drugs,  but  supposed  that  with 
wholesome  food  and  good  cooking  such  would  not  be  re- 
quired.   Perhaps  he  is  not  very  far  wrong.    The  promoters 
of  the  exhibition  give  part  of  the  proceeds  to  the  hospitals, 
which  have  benefited  from  previous  exhibitions  to  the  extent 
of  about  3,000/. 

A  local  weekly  paper  has  the  following  recipe  "  for  falling 
of  the  hair,"  which  is  said  to  do  excellent  service  : — 
Tincture  of  cinchona         ...       ...    1  part 

Tincture  of  rosemary         ...       ...    1  part 

Tincture  of  jaborandi        ...       ...    1  part 

Castor  oil      ...    2  parts 

Rum  10  parts 

Mix. 

A  mixture  of  oil  and  rum  has  been  known  to  the  writer  a 
great  many  years,  and  can,  from  certain  knowledge,  be 
recommended. 

Our  daily  press,  under  the  heading:  of  "A  precocious 
Birmingham  boy,"  records  the  case  at  Eotherham  of  a  boy 
charged  with  stealing  102.  15s.  5d.,  the  property  of  Boots 
(Limited).  He  had  been  previously  convicted  summarily  at 
Birmingham  for  burglary,  when  he  was  bound  over  under 
the  First  Offenders  Act.  But  that  is  not  all  which  could  be 
told  of  the  precocious  Birmingham  youths.  A  pharmacist 
of  the  Bast  End  has  had  six  of  them  one  after  the  other,  and 
instantaneous  dismissal  has  followed  pilfering  from  the  till. 
A  well-known  analyst  has  also  been  the  victim  of  a  similar 
difficulty.  A  grammar  school  boy  (son  of  a  Sunday-school 
superintendent)  was  similarly  caught,  and  he  had  not  been 
in  the  laboratories  more  than  two  hours. 

A  "  Bovril  "  Haul. 

On  October  4  a  van  laden  with  bovril  left  the  Bovril  Com- 
pany's works  at  Bunhill  Row,  E  C,  en  route  for  the  docks 
for  shipment.  On  the  road  the  driver  stopped  at  a  coffee- 
shop  for  a  cup  of  colfee.  He  was  only  in  the  shop  a  couple 
of  minutes,  but  when  he  came  out  to  resume  his  journey  he 
discovered  that  the  van  and  horses  had  disappeared.  After 
a  prolonged  search  the  van — minus  its  contents,  about  250/. 
worth  of  bovril — and  horses  were  discovered  meandering 
through  Hackney. 

The  Coroner  and  "  Doctoring." 
In  an  inquiry  before  the  Manchester  City  Coroner  on 
October  4,  touching  the  sudden  death  of  a  woman  who  had 
refused  to  have  any  medical  attendant,  it  appeared  that  the 
deceased  believed  she  had  influenza,  and  had  sent  for  and 
taken  a  few  doses  of  phenol  mixture,  which  had  been  sup- 
plied by  Mr.  Sherratt,  chemist,  Miles  Platting.  The  Coroner 
(Mr.  Sidney  Smelt),  in  the  course  of  his  address  to  the  jury, 
said :  "  These  people  that  won't  have  a  doctor  go  to  the 
very  worst  doctor  they  can  find.  You  don't  take  your  watch 
to  a  blacksmith  to  get  it  repaired  Common  sense  should 
tell  a  person  who  is  ill  to  go  to  a  doctor,  and  not  to  doctor 
themselves." 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  ./  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Personal. 

Miss  Lester  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  clock,  on  the 
occasion  of  her  marriage,  from  the  staff  at  her  father's 
pharmacies  in  Patrick  Street  and  King  Street,  Cork. 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  James  Horgan,  L.P.S.I.,  formerly  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  Ireland,  has  purchased  Mr.  Hinchy's  interest  in  Kil- 
mallock  Medical  Hall.  Mr.  Horgan  announces  that  he 
has  restocked  the  shop  and  had  the  premises  remodelled. 

The  Limerick  Dispenser. 

The  Local  Government  Board  of  Ireland  are  objecting  to 
the  rate  of  remuneration,  100/.  a  year,  which  the  Guardians 
of  the  Limerick  Union  propose  to  give  their  new  dispenser, 
Mr.  McMahon.  The  Guardians  reply  that  the  former  dis- 
penser had  150/.,  and  they  believe  they  could  do  no  better 
than  adhere  to  the  present  arrangement. 

The  Belfast  Oil-contract. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Guardians  on  October  9,  a 
letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  asking  if 
the  Guardians  did  not  propose  prosecuting  Mr.  Campbell, 
who  had  defrauded  them  with  regard  to  the  contract  for 
colza  oil.  Mr.  Wm.  O'Hare  moved  that  Mr.  Campbell  be 
prosecuted.  If  the  Guardians  did  not  do  so  they  would  be 
looked  upon  as  co-conspirators  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Feattis 
thought  that  in  the  interest  of  honest  traders  the  Board  was 
bound  to  prosecute.  The  motion  to  prosecute  the  contractor 
was  carried,  the  Chairman  remarking  that  it  was  the  only 
consistent  course  the  Board  could  take. 


Scotcb  Bern 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Claims  against  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  Burns,  chemist,  High 
Street,  Ayr,  should  be  rendered  to  Mr.  Alexander  R.  Loch- 
head,  the  manager  in  the  deceased's  shop,  or  to  Messrs. 
Murdoch  &  London,  solicitors,  Ayr,  by  November  1. 

The  business  of  Mr.  Keith  Mackie,  chemist  and  general 
dealer,  Whithorn,  has  been  disposed  of  by  Miss  Margaret 
Mackie  to  her  sister,  Miss  Ann  Mackie.  All  accounts  up  to 
October  4  to  be  sent  to  Miss  Mackie,  Priors  House,  Whithorn, 
for  settlement. 

The  Plague  in  Glasgow. 

There  was  a  bit  of  a  scare  early  in  the  week,  but  happily 
it  turned  out  to  have  no  foundation.  Two  suspicious  cases 
of  illness  had  occurred,  but  it  was  proved  that  in  neither 
case  was  the  disease  the  plague.  Another  patient  has  died 
in  the  hospital.  There  are  still  twenty  cases,  but  there  are 
now  no  "  suspects,"  and  the  contacts  in  the  reception-house 
have  been  reduced  to  six. 

Infanticide. 

We  learn  that  the  Arbroath  Chemists'  Assistants'  and 
Apprentices'  Association  has  died  a  natural  death.  The 
young  thing  was  never  "dockit,"  and  was  so  feebly  articulate 
that  our  reporter  in  the  town  could  seldom  make  sufficient 
out  of  its  utterances  for  a  paragraph. 

Fire. 

On  October  5,  at  Alloa,  an  oil-store  belonging  to  a  local 
firm  of  ironmongers  and  adjoining  the  premises  of  Mr.  John 
Cummings,  chemist,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  damage  estimated 
at  about'2,000/.  being  done.  Mr.  Cummings's  shop  had  a 
narrow  escape,  but  the  actual  amount  of  damage  done  (by 
water)  is  not  large. 
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ffrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Golf  in  France. — At  the  International  golf  competition 
held  at  Compiegne  last  week,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Paris 
Exhibition  authorities,  one  of  the  successful  players  was  Mr. 
A.  B.  Lambert,  of  the  Lambert  Pharmacal  Company,  St. 
Louis,  the  manufacturers  of  Listerine.  He  carried  off  two 
silver  cups — first  and  second  prizes. 

The  Legion  of  Honour. — M.  Gallet,  of  the  firm  of 
Roger  &  Gallet,  manufacturing  perfumers,  Paris,  has  been 
nominated  a  Knight  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  for  services  in 
connection  with  the  Committee  and  Jury  of  Class  90  (Per- 
fumery) at  the  Exhibition.  M.  Belieres,  Director  of  the 
Pharmacie  Normale,  Paris,  has  received  the  same  distinction. 

The  International  Congress  op  Pharmacists'  As- 
sistants, which  was  originally  announced  to  take  place  in 
Paris  last  month,  was  postponed  by  the  desire  of  some  of  the 
foreign  delegates.  The  opening  date  of  the  Congress  is  now 
fixed  for  Monday  next,  October  15,  and  the  meetings  will 
last  five  days,  being  held  at  the  Bourse  du  Travail,  3  rue  du 
Chateau  d'Eau,  Paris.  The  reunions  will  commence  at  half- 
past  ten  o'clock  each  night. 

A  Novel  Point  was  raised  the  other  day  at  the  Tenth 
Correctional  Chamber.  A  pharmacien's  pupil  was  charged 
with  stealing  his  employer's  drugs,  and  the  chemist  claimed 
2,000f.  damages.  The  defence  was  that  the  apprentice  had 
simply  helped  himself  to  such  medicine  as  he  had  to  take, 
and]  that  this  was  the  usual  practice  among  pharmacists' 
employees  ;  they  all  did  it.  The  Court,  however,  fined  the 
defendant  500f.,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  25f.  damages  to  his 
employer. 

Pharmacist  Sued. — A  Paris  pharmacist  was  sued  last 
week  by  the  owner  of  a  valuable  dog,  who  claimed  damages 
of  about  40?.  Evidence  was  given  to  the  effect  that  M. 
Ledanois  had  sent  to  the  pharmacist  for  a  drug  to  give  to  a 
bitch  after  having  a  litter  of  puppies.  Soon  after  the  drug 
had  been  administered  the  dog  died.  The  magistrate  gave 
judgment  in  the  pharmacist's  favour,  on  the  ground  that  the 
evidence  produced  was  not  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  drug 
had  caused  the  fatal  result. 

The  Pharmacy  Congress. — A  summary  report  of  the 
International  Congress  of  Pharmacy,  held  in  Paris  in  August, 
has  just  been  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the  French 
Minister  of  Commerce.  It  is  prepared  by  M.  Crinon,  and 
has  been  printed  at  the  State  printing-office,  Paris.  The 
general  secretary  is  to  be  complimented  on  the  production 
of  a  concise  and  carefully-prepared  document,  which  will 
doubtless  remain  as  the  official  record  of  the  Ninth  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Pharmacy. 

For  Checking  Baldness. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  this  week  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  enclosing  a  communication  received 
by  him  from  M.  Chatelain,  pharmacist,  Vincennes,  near 
Paris,  the  object  of  which  was  to  draw  attention  to  the 
virtues  of  a  substance  for  checking  loss  of  hair.  M.  Chatelain 
submitted  a  sample  of  his  product,  besides  giving  the  formula 
and  explaining  the  mode  of  using.  He  had  petitioned  the 
Minister  in  order  to  secure  careful  attention  from  the 
Academy,  and  apparently  obtained  the  desired  result,  as  the 
matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee.  Whatever  the 
outcome  may  be,  this  preliminary  step  shows  enterprise  on 
the  pharmacist's  part. 

An  Unpromising  Inventor. — A  passion  for  the  study 
of  chemistry  is  generally  commendable,  but  with  a  young 
Parisian — Gustave  Palan  by  name,  who  is  15  years  old — it  has 
taken  the  form  of  a  desire  to  discover  a  new  explosive 
Having  no  permanent  laboratory  in  which  to  experiment,  he 
seems  inclined  to  utilise  the  public  thoroughfare.  Last 
Saturday  he  chose  the  footpath  of  the  Rue  29  Juillet  as  a 
temporary  laboratory,  and  made  a  compound  of  sulphur, 
chlorate  of  potash,  and  one  or  two  other  chemicals.  Then 
he  stamped  on  it  with  the  heel  of  his  boot,  and,  of  course,  a 
loud  explosion  followed.  When  the  panic  that  ensued  in 
the  locality  had  subsided,  and  the  runaway  horses  stopped, 
the  police  first  of  all  took  Gustave  to  a  neighbouring 
pharmacist  to  have  his  burns  dressed,  and  from  there  to  the 
police-station,  where  in  due  course  he  was  handed  over  to 
his  parents  for  castigation. 


Colonial  ano  jforetgn  flews. 


Fire. — A  very  destructive  fire  broke  out  on  September  30 
in  the  Hafenstrasse,  Hamburg,  destroying  a  whole  block  of 
warehouses  and  stores,  anioDg  others  being  that  of  Messrs. 
Tietgens  &  Robertson  together  with  large  stocks  of  tallow, 
lard,  and  oils. 

Open  Infringement  Alleged. — The  Chemico-Pharma- 
ceutical  Association  of  the  province  of  Umbria  (Italy)  has 
besought  the  Prefect  to  enforce  the  sections  of  the  sanitary 
law  prohibiting  the  sale  by  hairdressers  and  barbers  of  toxic 
preparations  and  such  as  have  curative  properties,  like  hair- 
washes  and  antiseptics.  They  also  ask  that  druggists  may 
be  prohibited  from  selling  castor-oil,  magnesia,  &c,  in  doses. 
They  protest  against  the  law  being  openly  infringed  with 
no  apparent  remedy. 

Yehba-mate  Cultivation  in  Paraguay. — A  company 
has  recently  been  organised  at  Asuncion  to  cultivate  yerba- 
mate  in  Paraguay.  It  has  a  paid-up  capital  of  $100,000 
paper,  or  about  $13,000  gold,  and  will  start  planting 
immediately.  This  is  the  first  attempt  that  has  been  made 
to  cultivate  yerba  on  a  large  scale,  as  heretofore  it  has  all 
been  taken  from  the  Yerbales,  where  it  grows  wild.  It  pro- 
mises to  become  a  paying  industry,  the  consumption  of  this 
tea  being  enormous  in  all  the  River  Plata  countries. 

Storage  op  Calcium  Carbide. — It  is  announced  from 
Berlin  that  the  private  fire-insuraEce  companies  have 
requested  the  Government  to  issue  regulations  regarding  the 
storage  of  calcium  carbide.  Regulations  are  already  in 
existence  for  the  production  and  use  of  acetylene  gas  in 
most  of  the  Federal  States,  but  these  have  not  been  found 
adequate.  The  companies  further  add  a  petition  to  the 
Imperial  Office  of  the  Interior  to  unite  with  the  Federal 
Governments  in  the  matter,  so  that  the  regulations  for  the 
whole  kingdom  may  be  uniform. 

New  Calcium-carbide  Factory. — Anew  calcium-carbide 
factory  has  been  erected  in  Meraker  in  the  northern  district 
of  Trondhjem,  Norway,  and  will  commence  working  shortly. 
It  is  constructed  to  yield  some  2.500  tons  of  calcium  carbide 
per  annum,  and  will  employ  about  ninety  hands.  The  factory 
is  owned  by  the  "  Aktieselskabet  Meraker  Brug  og  Carbid 
Fabrik,"  with  a  capital  of  about  55,000?.  The  same  company 
also  owns  a  wood-pulp  factory  at  Meraker,  which  has  recently 
been  enlarged,  so  that  it  is  now  capable  of  producing  up  to 
8,000  tons  of  50-per-cent.  wet  pulp  per  annum. 

Austrian  Pharmaceutical  Association. — This  Asso- 
ciation has  met  at  Lintz  this  week.  The  meeting  began  on 
Sunday  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  with  a  reception  ;  on 
Monday  business  was  considered,  amongst  the  subjects 
discussed  being— the  formation  of  a  Union  of  the  Austrian 
apothekers ;  freedom  from  military  service  of  country 
apothekers  who  have  no  assistants,  and  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  country  apothekers  ;  the  development 
of  pharmacy  in  the  nineteenth  century ;  pharmaceutical 
reform,  and  proposals  with  regard  to  alterations  in  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia  and  the  new  medicament  tax.  The  meeting 
concluded  on  Tuesday,  September  25,  with  excursions  to 
Gmunden  and  Ebensee. 

Camphor-cultivation  in  Ceylon.— Asked  as  to  what 
prospects  there  would  be  for  the  sale  of  camphor  if  culti- 
vated to  a  commercial  extent  in  Ceylon,  the  London 
correspondent  of  the  Overland  Times  of  Ceylon  replies  that 
he  asked  a  friend  who  knows  about  these  things  (?)  to  jot  it 
down,  and  this  is  how  he  has  done  so : — 

Camphor,  he  tells  me,  is  chiefly  produced  in  Formosa,  and  that 
island  having  lately  passed  under  the  intelligent  rule  of  the 
Japanese,  he  expects  the  cultivation  will  be  largely  developed. 
The  Chinese,  at  any  rate,  think  there  is  a  future  for  the  article, 
for  before  the  cession  they  bought  up  all  available  stock,  and  still 
hold  it  largely.  The  price,  which  is  now  about  10/.  a  cwt.,  is 
practically  ruled  by  a  Japanese  syndicate.  A  few  years  ago  it  was 
as  high  as  15?.,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  years  back  it  was  only  about 
3?.  It  is  largely  used  nowadays  in  the  manufacture  of  smokeless 
powder,  and  Colonel  North,  the  nitrate  king,  having  probably  in 
view  an  extension  of  its  use  in  this  way,  used  to  speculate  largely 
in  the  article.  In  the  end,  however,  he  lost  money.  As  to 
whether  it  could  be  grown  profitably  in  Ceylon  people  in  London 
are  hardly  in  a  position  to  give  an  opinion. 
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South  Hfrican  mews. 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


Mr.  W.  Dawn  Copley,  of  Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley, 
Bulawayo,  has  been  elected  a  councillor  for  the  municipality 
of  that  town,  Ward  3  returning  him  without  opposition. 

Cape  Pharmacy  Board. — The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Cape  Colony  have  decided  to  support  the  candidature  of 
the  following  pharmacists,  should  the  nominations  exceed 
the  number  to  be  elected  : — Messrs.  F.  W.  C.  Thomas  (Cape 
Town),  Helmore  (Kimberley),  and  W.  K.  Mager  (Queens- 
town). 

Trade-mark  and  Patent. — The  Universal  Dysentery- 
cure  Syndicate,  of  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  are  applying  to 
the  Registrar  of  Trade-marks,  Cape  Colony,  to  register  their 
label  covering  a  preparation  called  "  Liquor  Pelli  Co."  Mr. 
Rudolph  Demutb,  of  Cape  Town,  has  applied  for  a  further 
patent  on  an  improved  lime-and-sulphur  dip. 

Trade  on  the  Move. — Although  the  total  imports  of 
drugs  and  chemicals  have  been  much  lower  than  for  the 
previous  nine  months  of  last  year  owing  to  the  war,  the  Cape 
coast-ports  proper  have  more  than  maintained  expectations. 
Business  in  the  metropolis  has  been  exceedingly  brisk,  and 
the  trade  located  there  has  had  no  need  to  grumble.  The 
Orange  River  Colony  is  now  open  for  trade,  the  same  inter- 
State  Custom  regulations  being  in  operation  as  hitherto, 
excepting  that  permission  to  remove  merchandise  has  to  be 
procured  from  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  the  centre  from 
which  it  is  intended  to  export  the  goods  before  they  can  go 
forward.  Quantities  of  goods  are  now  being  sent  up  to  the 
western  frontier  of  the  Transvaal,  ready  for  transit  to  near 
border  towns  immediately  permission  to  trade  is  granted. 
Goods  are  now  arriving  freely  by  every  steamer  at  South 
African  ports,  the  owners  of  which  anticipate  an  early 
termination  of  hostilities  and  excellent  business  under  new 
control  of  the  northern  States. 

A  FIRE  occurred  at  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Wentzell 
&  Schleswig,  German  chemists,  8  Shortmarket  Street,  Cape 
Town,  in  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning,  September  17, 
doing  considerable  damage  to  the  building  and  stock — the 
back  rooms  being  completely  gutted.  It  appears  that  about 
3  A.M.  the  two  assistants  who  sleep  on  the  premises  above  the 
store  were  awakened  by  the  noise  of  falling  glass.  Suspect- 
ing burglars  they  made  their  way  cautiously  towards  the 
stairs  leading  to  the  rear  of  the  shop — the  only  means  of 
exit — and  found  the  woodwork  enveloped  in  flames,  retreat 
being  impossible.  To  draw  attention  from  the  windows  at 
the  front  was  the  next  move,  a  feat  which  they  fortunately 
succeeded  in  doing,  but  they  had  to  hang  on  to  the  window 
from  the  outside  till  rescued  by  the  escape  in  an  exhausted 
state.  The  business  of  Wentzell  &  Schleswig  is  a  very  old 
one,  having  been  established  in  the  early  'thirties,  three  years 
prior  to  their  competitors  opposite,  Messrs.  J.  T.  Pocock  & 
Co ,  whose  business  history  dates  back  to  1836.  Between 
five  and  six  years  ago  the  firm  rebuilt  the  block  of 
buildings,  reserving  for  themselves  the  store  and  the  floors 
above,  as  well  as  a  space  at  the  back  to  store  heavy  goods, 
It  was  in  the  office  that  the  fire  is  presumed  to  have  started, 
through  the  agency  of  the  electric  wires  used  for  lighting- 
purposes.  The  greater  part  of  the  stock  has  been  destroyed 
either  by  fire  or  water,  while  the  shop-fittings  are  all  more 
or  less  damaged.  When  our  correspondent  viewed  the  scene 
all  was  in  a  state  of  chaos,  the  insurance  company  being  in 
charge.  It  is  understood  that  some  difference  in  opinion 
exists  as  to  what  the  insurance-policy  covers,  certain  goods 
being  destroyed  that  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
druggist  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade.  The  total  damage, 
so  far  as  can  be  observed  at  this  writing,  will  probably  be 
1.500Z. 


From  an  American  Paper. — Dr.  A.  J.  Schafhirt,  pro- 
prietor of  a  drug-store  in  Washington,  fried  an  egg  on  the 
asphalte  pavement  in  front  of  his  pharmacy  during  the 
great  heat.  The  egg  was  done  to  the  turning-point  in  seven 
and  a  half  minutes.    It  was  finished  by  a  little  nigger-boy. 


Mar  notes. 


Civil  Compounders'  Experiences. — One  of  our  regular 
correspondents  sends  the  following  account  of  his  first  work 
done  for  the  R.AM.C.  in  the  actual  firing  line: — 

Johannesburg,  September  5,  1900. 

Since  writing  last  I  have  had  my  first  experience  of  real  warfare, 
and  after  being  out  for  four  days  am  safely  back  in  camp  here.  A 
week  past  on  Monday,  about  4  p.m.,  wo  got  orders  for  half  the 
hospital  to  take  the  road  at  once.  In  about  an  hour  we  were  ready, 
and  I  was  glad  to  be  included  in  the  half  hospital.  Two  com- 
panies of  1st  East  Laneashires,  one  of  the  North  Staffords,  and  a 
squadron  of  Colonial  horse,  with  two  15-ponnders,  two  7-poundors, 
one  pompom,  and  two  Maxims,  and  our  hospital  as  bearer 
company,  were  to  relieve  a  small  force  of  Colonials  who  were  in 
touch  with  a  force  of  about  300  Boers  thirty  miles  south-west  of 
Johannesburg  at  Jachtsfontein,  We  marched  about  rive  or  six 
miles  that  night.  It  was  pouring  rain,  and  the  thunder  and 
lightning  was  awful  to  witness.  Next  morning  reveille  sounded 
at  4  o'clock,  and,  soaking  wet,  we  started  on  a  cup  of  coffee  and 
dry  bread.  The  sun  rose  and  we  dried  by  easy  stages.  It  was  a 
glorious  day,  and  about  4  P.M.  (we  had  done  about  twenty- five  miles), 
we  heard  pom-pom  and  rifle  fire  close  ahead  of  us.  We  were  in 
shelter  and  were  ordered  to  pitch  our  hospital  at  once,  while  six 
of  our  men  went  towards  the  firing  line  with  ambulance  and 
stretcher.  The  Boers  were  driven  off  and  were  pursued  some 
little  distance  by  our  mounted  men.  Our  casualty  was  one  man 
wounded  in  the  forearm.  We  were  a3tir  at  3  next  morning,  and 
got  on  the  track  of  the  Boers  at  once.  The  morning  was  thick 
and  misty,  with  occasional  heavy  rain,  but  whenever  there  was  a 
break  in  the  fog  the  fighting  was  very  hot.  Our  men  at  last,  after 
losing  one  killed  and  rive  wounded,  succeeded  in  routing  the  Boers. 
The  Cape  Mounted  Rifles  pursued,  but  without  any  success.  The 
fighting  lasted  about  two  hours.  We  were  not  long  in  being  called 
for,  and  this  time  I  was  among  the  party.  We  were  never  in  front 
of  the  pom-poms  or  Maxims,  but  the  firing  was  hot  enough  for  all 
that.  I  had  three  cases  in  the  two  hours,  and  the  rest  of  the  time 
was  spent  behind  large  stones  or  the  best  shelter  possible.  The 
bullets  whistled  round  in  hundreds.  I  cannot  describe  my  feelings 
when  I  had  to  be  in  a  kneeling  position,  the  work  in  hand  not 
permitting  one  to  seek  cover.  I  don't  think  fear  entered  into  it  at 
all.  It  was  all  so  new,  and  although  you  saw  the  result  at  your 
hand,  it  did  not  seem  to  occur  to  you  that  a  similar  fate  might  be 
yours.  The  news  here  is  as  scarce  as  ever,  the  latest  being  that 
peace  is  almost  concluded. 

The  Finale. 

The  foregoing  letter  may  fittingly  bring  our  series  of 
"War  Notes''  to  an  end.  A  year  past  on  Tuesday 
(October  9)  the  President  of  the  South  African  Republic 
declared  war  against  the  British  nation,  and  to-day  his 
territory  and  that  of  the  adjoining  State  which  entered  the 
field  with  him  are  part  of  the  British  Empire.  Politics 
aside,  the  best  wish  we  can  express  is  that  the  Boer  nation 
may,  like  the  Scots,  enter  the  realm  an  unconquered  but 
peace-loving  and  progressive  people. 

We  are  not  sorry  that  "  War  Notes  "  should  drop  out  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  pages.  They  became  possible 
through  the  disturbance  of  the  usual  trade  conditions  by  the 
war,  and  inevitable  when  members  of  the  drug-trade  partici- 
pated in  the  struggle.  Some  hundreds  of  our  eo'nfrires  gave 
themselves  up  to  active  service,  chiefly  as  attaches  of  the 
Medical  Service,  and  several,  alas  1  sleep  their  long  sleep  in 
the  African  veldt.  To  the  volunteer  compounders  who  have 
found  time  while  roughing  it  to  send  us  accounts  of  their 
experience  we  owe  not  only  our  own  thanks,  but  the  appre- 
ciation of  their  confrires  ;  and  we  may  claim  for  them  when 
they  return  to  their  old  and  less  dangerous  occupations 
liberal  consideration  by  employers.  Others  have  contributed 
"  War  Notes,"  which  have  helped  to  make  the  record  com- 
plete. For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  British  warfare 
we  have  been  enabled  to  show  that  the  pharmacist's  interest 
in  such  matters  is  professional  as  well  as  patriotic. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  interest  in  the  Army  Medical 
Service  will  not  stop  with  the  war.  The  conditions  under 
which  volunteer  compounders  have  served  have  been  exceed- 
ingly unsatisfactory.  It  would  have  been  both  impolitic 
and  unpatriotic  to  criticise  these  severely  while  the  war  was 
proceeding,  but  now  that  the  whole  administrative  system  of 
the  British  Army  is  to  be  inquired  into,  this  matter  of  com- 
pounders should  be  included  in  the  investigation,  and  our 
pharmaceutical  authorities  should  see  that  it  is. 
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Chiefly  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
September,  1900.   6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


Customs  Reduction. — The  Premier  of  New  Zealand  an- 
nounced in  his  Budget  speech  a  reduction  and  removal  of 
various  duties.  The  duty  on  patent  medicines  has  been 
reduced  from  40  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent.,  and  that  on  drugs 
and  chemicals  from  20  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent.,  this  including 
tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits. 

Cuticuha  v.  Oueato.— The  Potter  Drug  and  Chemical 
Corporation  have  procured  the  removal  from  the  Victorian 
trade-marks  register  of  the  word  "  curato  "  in  respect  of 
medicated  and  toilet  soaps.  The  word  "  curato "  was 
registered  alone,  but  was  used  on  a  label  which  had  a  general 
similarity  with  the  cuticura-soap  label.  The  Court  found 
that  the  mark  was  calculated  to  deceive,  and  ordered  its 
removal  from  the  register,  the  proprietor  to  pay  costs. 

The  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  of  Victoria 
has  been  formed  to  afford  its  members  opportunities  of 
meeting  and  discussing  matters  connected  with  applied  and 
industrial  chemistry,  and  generally  to  advance  the  cause  of 
chemical  industry  in  Victoria.  Tbe  first  general  meeting 
was  held  in  Melbourne  on  September  8,  when  a  paper  was 
read  by  Mr.  D.  Avery  on  "  The  Cyanide  Process  for  Gold- 
extraction."  One  hundred  and  five  names  have  been  placed 
on  the  list  of  original  members,  which  is  to  remain  open 
till  November  1. 

The  Queensland  Medical  Bill  is  to  receive  opposition 
from  the  pharmacists  of  the  colony,  unless  several  of  the 
clauses  which  affect  the  privileges  of  pharmacists  are 
amended.  A  general  meeting  of  pharmacists  was  held  on 
August  16,  and  a  resolution  in  support  of  several  amendments 
and  additions  conserving  the  rights  of  the  members  was 
carried.  Chemists  in  the  colony  are,  in  sparsely  populated 
districts,  often  called  upon  to  prescribe  and  supply  medicine 
in  emergencies,  but  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Medical  Bill 
would  make  them  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  501.  or 
imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Colouring  Poisons. — The  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Western  Australia  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  strychnine,  for  the  purpose  of 
poisoning  wild  dogs,  is  being  coloured  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  render  it  odoriferous.  The  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1899,  compels  the  coloration  of  strychnine 
with  Armenian  bole  or  some  other  red  colouring-matter. 
The  wholesale  houses,  the  Secretary  is  informed,  are  supply- 
ing strychnine  coloured  with  Armenian  bole,  but  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  retail  houses,  not  being  aware  of  the 
purpose  for  which  the  poison  is  to  be  used,  have  employed 
some  other  substance  with  which  to  colour  the  strychnine 
red.  Native  dogs  are  particularly  sensitive  on  this  point, 
and  the  least  foreign  smell  about  the  bait  will  invariably 
cause  its  rejection ;  and  the  Secretary  calls  the  attention  of 
chemists  to  the  necessity  for  using  either  Armenian  bole  or 
some  other  equally  odourless  substance  with  which  to  colour 
the  poison.  A  correspondent  of  the  Department,  who  is 
troubled  with  wild  dogs,  also  wishes  to  know  if  there  is  any 
scent  which  will  make  the  bait  attractive.  The  bait,  it  is 
pointed  out,  should  be  dropped  about  the  run  from  horse- 
back or  from  a  buggy,  and  if  a  sheep's  head  or  pluck 
impregnated  with  oil  of  rhodium  or  aniseed  is  dragged  over 
the  ground  in  the  run  to  the  bait  it  will  always  be  followed 
by  the  dogs. 


Drug-poisonings. — Several  cases  of  poisoning  have  been 
reported  lately  in  Germany  from  medicaments  obtained 
from  drug-stores.  A  young  woman  died  in  Wiesbaden 
recently  who  had  a  prescription  for  salol  made  up  at  a 
druggist's,  and  it  is  conjectured  that  she  probably  received 
some  powerful  poison  in  error.  In  Kattowitz  a  young  girl 
who  was  given  something  purporting  to  be  antipyrin  obtained 
from  a  drug-store  was  also  poisoned.  Both  cases  are  not 
yet  fully  investigated.  The  sale  of  both  these  drugs  is  pro- 
hibited in  drug-stores,  and  one  of  them  may  not  even  be 
obtained  in  an  apotheke  without  a  doctor's  prescription. 


pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relano. 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 

f  PHE  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  October  3,  at  67  Lower 
JL  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  There  were  present : — 
Messrs.  George  Beggs,  Grindley,  Kelly,  O'Connor  (Newry), 
White  (Sligo),  Brittan,  Batt,  Wells,  and  Simpson. 

Elections. 

Mi.  O'Connor  having  been  voted  to  the  chair, 

Mr.  Grindley  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing 
that  Mr.  Beggs  be  re-elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  were  all  aware  of  his  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Kelly  seconded  the  motion.  During  the  time  he  had 
been  on  the  Council  he  had  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  Mr. 
Beggs,  and  had  seen  that  no  matter  in  what  work  he  was 
engaged  he  did  it  with  all  his  heart,  and  the  man  in  his 
company  should  either  do  the  same  or  go.  He  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  in  London  with  him  lately,  and  of  seeing 
the  manner  in  which  he  worked  for  the  Society  from  morning 
until  night.  In  everything  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
licentiates  Mr.  Beggs  was  at  the  front. 

The  motion  having  passed  unanimously, 

Mr.  Beggs  took  the  chair  as  President,  and  assured  the 
members  that  he  felt  deeply  the  honour  which  they  had 
conferred  on  him  again  this  year.  It  was  no  small  gratifica- 
tion to  him  to  know  that  his  efforts,  feeble  though  they 
might  have  been,  had  met  with  their  approbation.  Every- 
thing connected  with  pharmacy  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  claim — as  it  had  done  in  the  past — -his  fore- 
most attention.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  pharmacy,  and 
the  least  he  could  do  was  to  throw  his  whole  energies  into 
the  work  of  the  position  in  which  they  had  placed  him.  He 
likewise  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  educational  part  of  the 
Society's  work ;  but  any  little  success  that  had  been  accom- 
plished during  the  past  twelve  months  was  due  not  to  him, 
but  to  the  members  who  had  so  untiringly  and  devotedly 
responded  to  the  many  calls  which  he  had  had  to  make  on 
their  time  and  their  services. 

The  President  then  proposed  that  Mr.  Bernard  be  re- 
elected Vice-President.  Mr.  Bernard  had  done  good  service 
during  his  term  of  office  and  had  helped  him  (President)  in 
every  way.  He  was  a  most  energetic  and  useful  man,  and 
in  his  (the  President's)  absence  the  Society  would  be  in  good 
hands.  Mr.  Bernard  was  prevented  from  being  at  that  meet- 
ing by  the  illness  of  his  wife. 

Mr.  O'Connor  seconded  the  motion,  which  passed 
unanimously. 

The  President  moved  that  Mr.  Grindley  be  elected 
Hon.  Treasurer  for  the  coming  year  at  the  same  salary  as 
before.  (Laughter.)  He  said  the  financial  statement  which 
was  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting  on  Monday  evening 
showed  that,  notwithstanding  the  outlay  they  had  had  to 
make  on  their  school  and  in  the  fitting-up  of  new  rooms  and 
other  matters,  Mr.  Grindley  had  brought  them  through  with 
a  very  substantial  balance. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  Mr.  Grindley's  re-election,  and  only 
regretted  that  he  would  not  take  a  more  important  office. 

Mr.  Grindley,  in  returning  thanks,  said  he  need  not  tell 
them  that  he  had  the  interests  of  the  Society  at  heart.  He 
had  been  a  long  time  connected  with  the  Council  and  was 
thoroughly  identified  with  it.  He  thought  the  time  had  now 
arrived  when  the  Council  should  make  elementary  chemistry 
a  compulsory  part  of  the  course  for  the  Preliminary 
examination,  instead  of  being  optional  as  heretofore. 

The  President  said  he  thoroughly  agreed  with  Mr. 
Grindley  as  to  that. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brittan, 
Messrs.  Simpson  and  Browne  were  appointed  auditors  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  Committees  were  then  appointed  as  follows : — 

Law — Messrs.  Brittan,  Grindley,  Kelly,  Montgomery, 
Simpson,  Tate,  Wells,  Batt,  and  White. 

School — Messrs.  Brown,  O'Connor,  Grindley,  Porter,  Pro- 
fessor Tichborne,  and  Turkington. 

Declarations. — Messrs.  Grindley,  Simpson,  Turkington, 
Wells,  and  Batt. 
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House  and  General  Purposes. — Messrs.  O'Connor,  Grindley, 
Browne,  Porter,  and  Professor  Tichborne. 

Certificates. — Messrs.  Grindley,  O'Sullivan,  Batt,  Simpson, 
and  Wells. 

Other  Matters. 

The  reply  from  her  Majesty  to  the  address  presented  to 
her  by  the  Council  was  then  read  (see  page  583  of  last  issue). 

Donations  were  received  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
of  copies  of  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  (sixth  edition),  and 
"  Veterinary  Counter  Practice  "  (third  edition)  ;  from  the 
University  of  Birmingham,  of  a  copy  of  their  Calendar  for 
1900-1;  and  from  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  of  a  copy  of  "A 
Synopsis  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia "  (fifth  edition). 
Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donors. 

Keports  from  the  committees  were  read  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Fairweather,  of  Hadden's  Medical  Hall,  Ennis- 
corthy,  was  declared  a  member  of  the  Society.  Other 
business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council  adjourned. 


OCTOBER  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  have  passed  the  Preliminary  examination  : — 
R.  M.  Park,  T.  G.  Whitcroft,  R.  J.  Hardy  (J.  O.  Atkinson 
and  A.  J.  Smyth  equal),  W.  Gordon,  J.  W.  Gray,  J.  W.  M. 
McOonnell,  M.  J.  Howard.    Four  candidates  were  rejected. 


G\>pboto: 

Its  Cause  and  Prevention. 

Abstract  of  an  illustrated  address  delivered  by  Professor  E.  J. 
McWeeney,  at  the  opening  of  the  Winter  Session  of  the  Schools 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 


THE  exciting  cause  of  typhoid  fever  is  a  bacillus  which, 
in  common  with  other  bacteria,  possesses  enormous 
powers  of  reproduction.  Bacteria  multiply  by  splitting  in 
two,  and  can  perform  this  act  three  times  in  the  hour.  A 
single  bacillus  may  thus  in  a  day  become  the  parent  of 
sixteen  trillions  of  descendant?,  representing  about  100  tons 
of  solid  matter.  In  a  drop  of  water  there  is  ample  room  for 
1,700,000,000  bacteria.  Many  bacteria  have  a  second  means 
of  reproduction  by  forming  spores  which,  under  ordinary 
natural  conditions  of  life,  are  practically  indestructible — 
many  of  them  can  stand  boiling  for  three  hours  without 
being  killed — but,  so  far  as  is  known,  typhoid  bacilli  do  not 
form  spores. 

The  typhoid  bacilli,  when  young  and  vigorous,  look  like 
a  swarm  of  midges  darting  about  in  the  shade  of  a  hedge  on 
a  summer  evening.  Rapid  as  their  motion  seems  to  be  when 
viewed  under  a  high  power  of  the  microscope,  it  is  not 
really  so  when  compared  with  that  of  objects  visible  to  the 
unassisted  eye,  their  absolute  rate  of  progress  being  about 
an  inch  in  three  and  three-quarter  minutes. 

The  typhoid  bacillus  was  discovered  twenty  years  ago  by 
Eberth,  and  was  afterwards  more  minutely  described  by 
Gaffky.  It  is  always  to  be  found  in  the  spleen  and  mesen- 
teric glands  of  patients  suffering  from  typhoid  fever,  also  in 
the  floor  of  the  intestinal  ulcers  and  in  the  stools.  It  is  best 
prepared  in  pure  cultivation  from  the  spleen  and  glands. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  lower  animals  arc  not  naturally 
susceptible  to  typhoid  fever  and  are  not  capable  of  being 
artificially  infected  with  it,  the  absolute  proof  that  the 
typhoid  bacillus  is  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  as  yet  wanting. 
The  case  for  its  causal  relationship  to  the  disease  is  based 
partly  on  observation  and  partly  on  analogy. 

Although  animals  are  not  susceptible  of  getting  typhoid 
fever,  nevertheless  injecting  them  with  the  bacilli  of  the 
disease  makes  them  ill,  and  it  is  found  that  on  recovery  from 
such  illness  they  become  capable  of  tolerating  increasingly 
large  doses  of  the  bacilli  without  being  sickened  thereby — 
that  is,  they  become  immune.  Attempts  have  been  made  by 
Wright  and  others  to  confer  immunity  in  this  or  similar  ways 
on  the  human  subject,  and  with  an  encouraging  amount  of 
success.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  the  immunity  so 
conferred  does  not  last  very  long — not  more  than  a  few 
months,  perhaps — and  further  work  is  urgently  necessary  to 


find  out  how  to  render  people  (especially  soldiers)  permanently 
and  securely  immune  against  the  infection  of  this  disease. 

The  typhoid  bacillus  can  live  and  reproduce  itself  outside 
the  human  body.  It  has  been  shown  by  Martin  and  Robert- 
son to  be  capable  of  maintaining  itself  many  months  in 
moist  earth,  but  whether  it  can  do  so  indefinitely  without 
losing  its  disease-producing  power  is  uncertain.  The 
generally  received  view  now  is  that  the  bacillus  finding 
access  to  water-supplies  causes  infection.  In  this  way 
milk  may  become  a  vehicle  of  the  virus  when  infected 
water  is  used  for  rinsing  the  dairy-vessels  or  is  added  for  the 
purpose  of  adulteration.  Milk  may  likewise  become  infected 
owing  to  the  existence  of  the  disease— possibly  in  a  mild  or 
"  ambulatory  "  form — amongst  the  personnel  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  it  is  contended  by  some  that  flies  may  cause 
infection. 

The  precautions  necessary  for  the  protection  of  com- 
munities and  individuals  are  the  natural  outcome  of  the 
facts  just  mentioned.  The  first  essential  is  to  guard  the 
water-supply.  Where  surface-water  is  used,  the  gathering- 
ground  should  be  free  from  human  habitations  and  from 
manured  agricultural  fields.  Where  the  existence  of  cottages 
is  unavoidable  there  is  need  for  constant  expert  inspection. 
Filter-beds  composed  of  several  thicknesses  of  sand,  and 
proper  sedimentation-reservoirs,  are  absolutely  essential. 

Where  well-water  is  used  the  wells  should  be  deep,  their 
walls  faced  with  cement  so  as  to  be  quite  impervious,  and — 
what  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  yet  often  neglected — 
the  ground  round  the  pump  rendered  impermeable,  and  all 
possibility  of  the  waste  water  finding  access  to  the  tube  of 
the  well  carefully  guarded  against.  When  the  disease  is 
prevalent  the  consumer  may  protect  his  household  either 
by  boiling  or  filtering  the  drinking-water.  The  only  plan  of 
filtration  is  through  cylinders  of  infusorial  earth  or  unglazed 
porcelain,  technically  called  "  candles,"  as  in  the  Berkefeld 
and  Pasteur-Chamberland  systems. 

Dairies  require  continual  expert  inspection,  and  all  cases 
of  febrile  affection  amongst  the  employes  should  be  notified 
without  delay.  Pumps  in  dairy-yards  should  be  done  away 
with,  and  the  existence  of  an  abundant  water-supply  free 
from  all  possibility  of  contamination  should  be  made  an 
indisper.  sable  condition  before  premises  are  licensed  for 
dairy-purposes.  Lastly,  as  regards  oysters  and  cockles,  the 
public  health  authority  should  assure  itself  that  sewage- 
matter  has  not  access  to  beds  and  shores  where  these 
molluscs  are  found.  If  a  shore  is  hopelessly  and  unavoid- 
ably contaminated  with  sewage,  shell-fish  raised  upon  it 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  sold  for  consumption  by  the 
public. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  several  microphotographs 
of  the  bacilli  thrown  on  the  screen  by  means  of  the  limelight. 
Living  cultures  were  also  shown. 
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Lagos  Exports  for  the  six  months  ended  June,  1900, 
included  palm  oil  valued  at  127.202/ ,  against  97,291/.  for  the' 
corresponding  period  of    1899;   palm-kernels,  167,518/ 
against  185,026/. 
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©ur  Zomow  traveller. 


A MORE  hopeful  feeling  appears  to  prevail  in  business 
circles  regarding  the  prospects  of  Christmas  trade.  In 
various  establishments  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  visit 
during  the  past  two  or  three  weeks  signs  of  a  recurrence  of 
healthy  interest  in  the  shape  of  bulky  country  orders  were 
reported.  Altogether  the  feeling  is  universal  that  once  the 
electoral  storm  and  stress  are  over,  and  South  Africa  is  again 
open  to  commerce,  a  boom  is  imminent,  and  the  first  year  of 
the  new  century  is  hkely  to  inaugurate  a  new  era  of  indus- 
trial prosperity.  And  in  order  that  pharmacy  might  be 
prepared  I  have  prowled  about  in  search  of  seasonable  and 
saleable  goods. 

Primarily  I  succeeded  in  losing  myself  for  the  best  part  of 
a  forenoon  in 

Maw's. 

The  historic  Aldersgate  Street  establishment  loses  none  of 
its  interest  by  repeated  visits,  for  there  is  always  "something 
new."  The  first  thing  which  attracts  the  visitor  just  now  is 
the  Christmas  perfume-show  at  the  entrance  to  one  of  the 
showrooms.  These  perfumes,  needless  to  say,  are  both  chic 
and  choice.  The  range  of  perfume-sprays  appears  to  lengthen 
and  the  colours  to  mystify  more  than  ever.  The  ingenuity 
in  shape  and  colouring  displayed  in  this  now  important 
branch  of  the  trade  has  left  bald  description  mutely 
stranded.  In  the  surgical-instrument  department  Dr.  Maw  had 
the  "  Hettrick  Vapor-bath  Cabinet  "  to  show  me.  This  is  an 
article  illustrating  the  possibility  of  the 
traveller  being  able  to  "  take  up  his  bath 
and  walk."  The  cabinet,  which  is  four- 
sided,  with  a  top  containing  an  aperture 
for  the  patient's  head,  folds  up  so  that  it 
can  be  carried  in  the  hand.  The  patient 
places  a  chair  inside  the  bath,  sits  down, 
and  fixes  up  the  bath  around  him  (or  her) 
after  lighting  the  spirit-stove  over  an  ordi- 
nary water-bath.  Thus  a  vapour-bath  is 
obtained,  and  if  the  medicated  variety  is 
required,  sulphur,  witch  hazel,  turpentine, 
quinine,  wintergreen  oil,  iodine,  chamo- 
mile flowers,  or  other  remedies  may  be  added  to  suit  the  par- 
ticular complaint.  In  the  same  department  I  saw  an  ingenious 
ice-cap,  made  of  flexible  aluminium  tubing,  which  runs 
spirally  round  the  head.  A  continuous  flow  of  ice-water  is  kept 
going  through  the  cap  by  pouring  in  at  the  top  of  the  "cap" 
and  draining  (by  means  of  indiarubber  tubing)  from  the 
bottom.  Articles  of  a  similar  construction  for  application 
to  the  chest,  abdomen,  scrotum,  and  various  other  parts  of 
the  body,  were  also  shown  me.  Upstairs  in  the  bandage- 
room  Mrs.  Taplett  (the  experienced  head  of  that  depart- 
ment) waxed  enthusiastic  over  the  handsome  new  "  inter- 
woven" abdominal  belt.  It  certainly  is  a  well-finished 
article,  the  elastic  being  so  woven  that  an  equal  pressure  is 
obtained  on  the  abdomen  in  all  directions,  whatever  the 
position  of  the  body.  A  rich  pink  plush  edging  gives  an 
artistic  finish  to  the  belt.  For  the  hot  weather  or  for 
those  who  cannot  bear  elastic  near  the  body  the  "  ventilat- 
ing "  belt  is  recommended,  and  two  kinds  of  khaki-felt  belts 
are  both  light  and  warm.  I  likewise  inspected  acres  of 
trusses,  but  the  "  featherweight  "  truss,  weighing  Z\  oz. 
perfectly  finished,  and  the  tiny  indiarubber  trusses  (without 
spring  and  with  a  pad  of  inflated  rubber)  for  children,  were 
the  most  interesting.  Straw  eye-shades,  with  or  without  pad 
for  dressing  injured  eyes,  were  also  noticeable,  as  were  the 
shade  symetrique,  adaptable  to  any  eye,  and  the  celluloid 
eye-shade  ventilated  with  a  row  of  pinholes  along  the  top  to 
keep  the  visual  organ  cool. 

Newbery  Novelties. 

"We  are  already  booking  big  orders  for  Christmas  per- 
fumes and  sprays,"  were  the  first  words  that  Messrs. 
Newbery's  representative  greeted  me  with  as  I  meandered 
into  the  fine  new  showrooms  at  27  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C., 
"  and  the  demand  augurs  well  for  a  good  season,  although  it 
looked  black  enough  a  short  time  ago." 

With  these  sanguine  words  as  introduction  he  placed 
before  me  in  quick  succession  a  series  of  perfume-spray 


caskets  and  fancy  cases  calculated  to  make  joyful  the  most 
blase  present-laden  miss.  One  contained  a  nice  globular 
perfume-spray  with  gilt  mounts  and  a  bottle  of  perfume, 
both  being  tricked  out  in  heliotrope  ribbon  and  appur- 
tenances. A  larger  size  has  a  5-oz.  stoppered  bottle  of 
perfume  with  sprays  of  assorted  floral  patterns.  The  bottle 
has  a  nice  attractive  label,  and  may  be  had  loose,  containing 
any  perfume  desired  (30s.  per  dozen),  or  packed  in  a  nice 
neat  corrugated  paper  postal-case  (33*-.  per  dozen).  Christmas 
baskets  with  bottles  of  perfume,  &c,  are  seen  to  retail  at 
%\d.  each,  while  bell-shaped  caskets  in  floral,  pictorial,  or 
cameo  designs  can  be  had  to  suit  all  grades  of  buyers. 
Perfume-caskets  with  spring-up  lids  are  again  fashionable 
this  year,  and  the  globular  perfume-bottle  with  cut-glass 
band  is  still  as  popular  as  ever.  The  patriotic  puff 
(in  red,  white,  and  blue  covering)  is  in  agreement  with 
the  times,  and  a  series  of  celluloid  puff-boxes  in  imitation 
marble  are  very  pretty,  as  are  the  dressing-combs  backed  with 
the  same  material.  Apropos  of  the  latter,  the  Newbery  line 
of  hair-brushes  is  so  comprehensive  that  a  good  serviceable 
brush  can  be  had  to  retail  at  sixpence.  In  carded  perfumes 
the  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  showcard,  shaped  like  the  dome  of 
St.  Paul's,  makes  an  effective  background  to  display  the  3d. 
series  of  St.  Paul's  perfumes. 

Cheistia  Expanding. 

The  new  abode  of  the  multifarious  businesses  conducted 
by  Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  at  4  Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C., 
is  a  decided  improvement  upon  the  Lime  Street  premises 
the  firm  have  lately  vacated.  At  the  latter  place  congestion 
and  compression  had  reached  their  zenith,  and  further  pro- 
gress was  impossible ;  but  at  the  new  premises  liberal 
allowance  has  been  made  for  the  expansion  necessary  for 
an  ever-increasing  business.  The  entire  space  occupied  is 
reckoned  at  about  17,000  superficial  feet ;  there  are  three 
floors,  a  roomy  basement,  and  three  main  entrances. 

These  and  many  other  things  I  noted  on  a  recent  visit  of 
inspection,  when  Mr.  Christy  snatched  a  fleeting  half -hour 
from  his  desk  to  lend  me  courteous  guidance.  We  began 
on  the  top  floor,  where  American  drugs  of  all  kinds  were 
stored  and  where  roomfuls  of  girls  were  busy  packing  and 
finishing-off  various  specialities  of  the  firm.  Thus  we  took 
in  rotation  the  upper  packing-room  for  light  town  goods, 
the  tea-room  (being  tea  in  chests — not  the  liquid  prepara- 
tion), the  large  room  where  goods  are  packed  for  shipping 
on  the  ground  floor,  opposite  which  is  the  principal  goods- 
entrance  with  massive  doors,  the  room  for  town-orders, 
and  many  more.  We  wandered  through  apparently 
interminable  passages  in  the  basement,  colliding  with 
boxes  and  bales  and  barrels,  amid  all  the  bustle  and 
hurry  of  healthy  business.  A  strong  lift  has  been 
erected  from  basement  to  top  floor,  so  that  goods 
are  expeditiously  shifted  to  wheresoever  they  may  be 
required,  and  a  characteristic  of  the  entire  premises  is  the 
excellent  lighting.  This  is  particularly  evident  in  the  offices, 
where  it  is  most  needed,  and  where  half-a-dozen  typewriters, 
in  a  room  specially  set  apart  for  them,  click  the  livelong 
day.  A  cosy  little  retreat  beside  the  office  is  set  apart  for 
the  agents — American  and  other — who  deal  with  the  firm. 
Here  they  may  keep  all  their  papers,  write  letters,  or  trans- 
act other  business.  Inquiry  as  to  new  goods  elicited  the 
fact  that  a  new  series  of  cachets  without  rims  were  about  to 
be  introduced  by  Messrs.  Christy.  These  rimless  cachets  are 
in  four  sizes ;  they  look  neater  than  the  ordinary  sort,  and 
will,  I  fancy,  be  easier  swallowed.  The  end  has  evidently 
not  been  reached  in  the  perfecting  of  the  collapsible  tubes. 
These  seem  to  become  more  tempting  on  each  visit,  the 
pretty  colours  and  the  nicely  printed  and  distinct  lettering 
being  most  attractive.  I  learned  also  that  Stearns's  headache 
cure  and  wine  of  cod-liver  oil  were  receiving  fresh  impetus 
for  the  winter  campaign  ;  and  photographers  will  be  glad  to 
learn  that  the  manufacture  of  Euby-Christia,  which  had  been 
temporarily  suspended  owing  to  the  rush  on  ordinary 
Christia,  has  been  resumed,  and  full  supplies  can  now  be 
obtained. 

Lynchgate  Sundries. 

In  the  "  surgical  instruments  and  appliances "  depart- 
ment of  Messrs.  Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C.,  are  many  things  interesting  to  chemists.  The 
winter  stocks  of  Lynchgate  body-belts  are  likely  to  be 
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rendered  more  saleable  than  ever  this  winter  by  reason  of 
the  cabinet  which  is  presented  with  every  half-dozen  super- 
quality  belts.    This  cabinet  is  a  handsome  affair  (9  inches 


high,  7  inches  wide,  and  6  inches  deep),  covered  in  imita- 
tion crocodile  leather,  and  contains  three  drawers  with 
brass  handles.  A  similar  cabinet  is  given  away  with  every 
gross  of  Lynchgate  toothbrushes,  each  drawer  holding 
four  dozen  of  the  6d.,  9d.,  and  Is.  variety  of  brush.  We 
illustrate  the  cabinet  and  also  an  in- 
genious little  instrument  named  the 
"  Coryzor."  The  bulb  portion,  as  shown 
in  the  illustration,  contains  menthol; 
the  nozzles  are  inserted  one  in  each 
nostril,  and  a  sharp  blow  through  the 
convenient  mouthpiece  is  all  that  is 
required  to  relieve  cold  in  the  head  or 
allied  complaints.  The  "Coryzor"  is 
packed  in  a  neat  leather-covered  case 
with  silk  lining  internally.  The  firm 
sold  3  tons  of  indiarubber  water- 
bottles  last  year,  their  representative 
informed  me,  and  they  are  prepared  to 
do  more  this  year  at  ridiculous  prices. 
A  special  room  has  recently  beenee. 
apart  for  the  fitting  of  chemists'  customers  with  belts, 
trusses,  or  elastic  stockings.  The  measurements  are  taken, 
the  customer  fitted,  and  the  amount  placed  to  the  chemist's 
account.  Optical  goods  are  now  kept  in  stock,  and  Messrs. 
Lynch  &  Co.  are  agents  for  Whiteley's  exerciser  and  other 
American  novelties.  In  the  showroom  upstairs  I  noted  first 
of  all  a  series  of  aluminium  dressing-combs  (to  retail  at  6d., 
Is.,  and  Is.  Qd.~),  attractively  mounted  on  a  red  showcard 
with  gold  or  silver  lettering.  By  the  way,  the  firm  seem 
strong  in  brushes  and  combs.  A  beautiful  series  of  silver- 
plated  and  embossed-back  brushes  and  combs  were  im- 
pressive and  inexpensive,  and  another  line  in  xylonite 
(imitation  ivory  and  imitation  tortoiseshell  backs)  could  not 
be  overlooked.  A  leather-covered  case,  lined  with  green-silk 
plush,  containing  a  hat-brush,  clothes-brush,  hair-brush,  and 
mirror — all  in  xylonite — looked  good  value  for  the  14a\  Qd. 
asked  for  it.  Ricksecker's  perfume-dift'users,  in  the  shape  of 
an  ornamental  locket  or  ball,  with  chain  and  pin  to  affix  to 
the  dress,  are  likely  to  prove  acceptable  adornments  to  many 
a  fastidious  maiden. 

Frou  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  the  Paris  Medicine  Company,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
is  an  agreeable  and  typical  American.  He  is  the  English 
representative  of  one  of  the  largest  proprietary-medicine 
concerns  in  the  United  States,  and  a  conference  I  had  with 
him  the  other  day  on  the  progress  of  the  firm's  products  in 
this  country  revealed  many  facts  in  connection  with  the 
various  industries  of  the  company.  Judging  by  the  records 
of  business  done,  which  I  inspected  in  cold  print,  the  com- 


pany is  a  prosperous  and  progressive  concern,  fully  capable 
of  backing  up  any  assertions  they  may  make.  Amongst  those 
Mr.  Clark  assured  me  that  their  strongest  point  was  that 
"  we  don't  want  any  man's  money  unless  he  is  satisfied  that 
we  have  given  him  a  fair  equivalent."  With  this  end  in 
view  he  states  that,  should  any  chemist  find,  after  reasonable 
diligence,  he  cannot  dispose  of  the  firm's  goods  (Laxative 
Bromo-quinine  tablets,  Pazo — a  pile-ointment — &c),  no 
matter  how  long  these  goods  have  been  in  stock,  if  returned 
to  headquarters  (28  Shoe  Lane,  E.C.,  in  England),  the  money 
paid  for  them  will  be  refunded. 

"  Now,  we  mean  what  we  say,"  Mr.  Clark  reiterated, 
"  when  we  make  that  statement.  Of  course  we  expect  the 
druggist  to  use  a  certain  amount  of  judgment,  but  wc  have 
confidence  in  the  saleability  of  our  goods,  and  we  treat 
people  just  as  well  as  we  know  how." 

He  then  showed  me  circulars  from  the  firm  (who  send 
chatty  letters  once  a  week  to  their  representatives  all  over 
the  world  keeping  them  abreast  of  the  company's  progress) 
telling  of  carload  orders  of  Chill  Tonic  (another  of  the 
firm's  specialities)  for  customers  in  Texas,  of  elaborate 
new  laboratories  and  further  new  machinery  costing  #7,000 
which  are  in  course  of  construction  at  St.  Louis.  Others  tell 
of  fireproof  vaults  containing  #20,000  Worth  of  chemicals, 
and  an  interesting  account  of  the  tablet-making  machines, 
capable  of  producing  one  and  a  quarter  million  laxative 
tablets  in  ten  hours,  is  given.  These  machines  are  automatic, 
the  powder  being  put  in  at  one  end,  and  the  tablets  come  out 
in  boxes  at  the  other.  The  sales  during  June  of  this  year 
exceeded  those  of  the  corresponding  period  last  year  by 
#5,108. 


Business  Cbanges. 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  D.  George,  of  Pentre,  is  opening  a  branch -shop  at 
Treherbert. 

Mr.  Frederick  Ellis,  Fore  Street,  Topsham,  Devon,  has 
disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  J.  Culshaw. 

Wm.  Whiteley  (Limited)  are  about  to  start  new  premises 
at  61  Westbourne  Grove,  W.,  as  dispensing  chemists. 

The  BUSINESS  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  Mathias,  at  Saundersfoot, 
has  been  disposed  of  to  Mr.  A.  D.  Griffiths,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Dance,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  shortly 
open  a  pharmacy  at  3  Victor  Parade,  Harrow  Road,  Kensal 
Green,  N.W. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Walker,  chemist,  30  St.  Mathias  Road,  Stoke 
Newington,  has  opened  a  branch  at  117  Myddleton  Road, 
Bowes  Park,  N. 

Mr.  H.  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  about  to 
remove  from  34  to  newly  erected  premises  at  9  Tavistock 
Place,  Tavistock  Square,  W.C. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Hollow  ay,  formerly  of  Torquay,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Mr.  D.  G  Pilcher,  Heme  Hill  Pharmacy, 
Abbey  Parade,  Heme  Hill,  S.E. 

Messrs.  Gibbons,  Bates  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  opened 
(with  fittings  supplied  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liver- 
pool) a  new  jaharmacy  at  Chester  Road,  Stretford,  Man- 
chester. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Bevan,  jun.,  formerly  of  Caeran,  Maesteg, 
Glam.,  has  succeeded  to  the  business  of  his  father,  Mr.  M.  L. 
Bevan,  chemist  and  druggist,  Post  Office,  Morriston,  near 
Swansea. 

The  business  of  the  late  Horatio  Wm.  Horton,  of  44  Seven 
Sisters  Road,  Holloway,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Henry 
Watson,  Spennymoor,  and  will  be  continued  as  Horton's 
Cash  Drug-stores. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Gale,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
new  pharmacy  at  Manor  House  Road,  Jesmond,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.  The  fittings  were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  & 
Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Messes.  Melzer,  Moller  k  Co.,  chemical  manufacturers, 
Reichenhof,  Hamburg,  announce  that  Dr.  Hermann  Melzer 
has  retired  from  the  firm.  The  business  will,  however,  be 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  Moller  &  Linsert. 
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personalities. 


Me.  J.  BeechAM  has  declined,  owing  to  business  engage- 
ments, to  accept  the  mayoralty  of  St.  Helens  for  another 
year. 

Alderman  Peake,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dover,  has 
been  appointed  the  Borough  representative  on  the  Harbour 
Board. 

Mr.  L.  W.  Cohen  (of  Lynch  &  Co.,  Limited,  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C.),  who  went  out  to  the  front  with  the  C.I.V.  in 
February  last,  has  passed  through  the  campaign  unscathed, 
and  will  take  a  holiday  in  Australia  before  returning  to 
England. 

Councillor  J.  W.  Hamp,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Hamp, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Wolverhampton,  has  been  selected  to 
fill  the  position  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  Wolverhampton  for 
the  ensuing  municipal  year.  Mr.  Hamp  is  a  popular  medical 
practitioner. 

Mr.  Claude  Kirkman,  who  was  till  recently  in  charge 
of  the  prescription-department  of  Messrs.  Botwright  &  Grey, 
has  gone  out  to  Madras  to  manage  the  optical  department  of 
Messrs.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  Madras.  He  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  the  Clerkenwell  firm,  and  has  had  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  A.  E.  Grey's  tuition  in  sight-testing. 

Dr.  Oliver  Lodge,  Principal  of  the  Birmingham 
University,  has  written  a  modest  account  of  his  early  days 
for  M.A.P.  It  concludes  with  the  following  interesting 
passage  : — 

My  real  awakening  dates  from  the  time  I  was  taken  to  London 
by  my  aunt  for  a  winter,  to  be  confirmed  under  Dr.  Moorhouse, 
at  Fitzroy  Square,  when  I  eagerly  attended  some  stray  classes 
on  geology  and  history  and  many  other  subjects  both  at  King's 
and  University  Colleges,  and  especially  six  lectures  on  "  Heat," 
at  Jermyn  Street,  by  Professor  Tyndall.  Prom  that  time  I 
realised  that  I  was  born  a  physicist,  and  worked  hard  at  mathe- 
matics as  well  as  at  physics  and  chemistry,  keeping  a  jealous 
record  of  every  five  minutes  wasted,  and  passing  certain  stages 
towards  a  degree  at  London  University,  with  honours  in  physics. 
Subsequently  I  worked  at  chemistry,  under  Prankland,  in  the 
advanced  laboratory  at  South  Kensington  for  a  session  (for  a  very 
short  time  under  Huxley  also),  with  aid  from  the  Science  and 
Art  Department,  coming  out  top  in  the  final  examination ;  and 
then,  ultimately,  at  21,  released  myself  altogether  from  busi- 
ness, to  the  disappointment  of  my  father,  who  had  an  excellent 
business  to  leave  me  if  I  could  have  taken  to  it,  and  proceeded  to 
University  College,  London,  to  study  mathematics  under  Henrici 
and  W.  K.  Clifford,  and  physics  under  Carey  Foster.  There  I 
managed  to  keep  myself  by  taking  exercise-classes,  living  alone 
for  the  space  of  five  years,  and  working  as  I  had  not  worked 
before  or  since ;  and  the  days  of  my  youth  were  over. 

Mr.  J.  Grantley  Tingle,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  was 
a  Bell  scholar  in  the  year  of  Want  (1885-86),  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  leaving  the  Square  without  passing 
the  Minor  (because  he  was  not  old  enough)  has  been  at  the 

Antipodes  during  the  past 
two  years  or  so,  having  gone 
to  Sydney  after  a  three 
years'  sojourn  in  India.  In 
Sydney  Mr.  Tingle  was  for 
fully  a  year  one  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  & 
Co.'s  travelling  staff,  but 
he  has  been  in  the  Victorian 
Government  Agricultural 
Laboratory  all  this  year, 
and  has  now  been  appointed 
medical  officer  and  analyst 
for  Maiden  Island,  Southern 
Pacific.  He  left  to  take  up 
this  responsible  but  isolated 
position  in  August.  The 
island  contains  large  de- 
posits of  guano,  which  is 
collected  by  Kanaka  labour 
and  shipped  to  Melbourne. 
Mr.  Tingle's  duties  will  be  to  look  after  the  health  of  the 
labourers,  and  to  assay  the  guano  before  shipment.  He 
should  get  some  rich  experience  out  there,  and  we  expect  to 
draw  from  it  ere  long. 


fll>arriaoe0. 


Mk.  J.  Gkantley  Tingle. 


Bennett — Hunter. — At  Arbroath,  on  October  4,  by  the 
Eev.  Henry  Angus,  D.D.,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  Morris 
Stewart,  M.A.,  Fred.  W.  Montcrieff  Bennett,  chemist  and 
druggist,  to  Mary  M.  Fleming,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
Headmaster  Abbey  Public  School,  Arbroath. 

Cameron-Swan — Williamson.— On  October  4,  at  the 
parish  church,  Warlingham,  Surrey,  by  the  Eev.  G.  R. 
Macaulay,  Vicar  of  Whyteleafe,  assisted  by  the  Eev.  J.  F. 
Gilroy  Glossop,  Vicar  of  Warlingham,  Donald,  eldest  son  of 
J.  W.  Swan,  F.E  S.,  of  58  Holland  Park,  London  (President 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry),  to  Lydia  Grace,  third 
daughter  of  H.  W.  Williamson,  of  The  Cedars,  Warlingham, 
Surrey. 

Jarvis— Ane.— On  October  6,  at  the  Old  English  Church, 
Pau,  Basses-Pyrenees,  France,  by  the  Eev.  C.  H.  Minchin,  M.A., 
chaplain,  John  Jarvis,  Sen.,  Ph.D.,  English  and  French  chemist, 
Pau,  to  Mariska,  daughter  of  I.  B.  Ane,  proprietor  of  Ane's 
Oil  and  Drug  Mills,  Baja-on-the- Danube,  Hungary. 

Lester — Honey.  —  On  September  26,  at  St.  Martin's 
Episcopal  Church,  South  Omaha,  Nebraska,  U.S.A.,  by  Eev. 
J.  Johnson,  Garnet  Louis,  second  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  E. 
Lester,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cork,  to  Gertrude  J.,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Honey,  South  Omaha,  Nebraska,  U.S.A. 

Muirhead— Lester.— On  October  3,  at  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Cork,  by  the  Eev.  Canon  McCheane,  D.D.,  George  Muirhead 
to  Alice  Pauline,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Lester, 
Cork. 

Nicholson — Shepherd. — On  October  8,  John  Gordon 
Nicholson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Edinburgh,  to  Jessie 
Clark  Shepherd. 

Beatbs, 

Armitage. — At  Earl  Shilton,  recently,  Mr.  Joseph  Enoch 
Armitage,  veterinary  chemist,  Huddersfield.  The  late  Mr. 
Armitage  succeeded  to  the  business  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
Willett  &  Nephew  half  a  century  ago. 

Burden. — At  Broadstairs,  on  October  1,  Mr.  Edward 
McMullan  Burden,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Duke  Street, 
Grosvenor  Square,  W.    Aged  80. 

Creasser.— At  Aldborough,  Hull,  on  September  28,  Mr. 
Matthew  Creasser,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  76. 

Hart. — On  October  3,  as  the  result  of  an  accident,  Mr. 
Cyril  Hart,  chemist,  at  the  Kingston  Chemical-works, 
Shoreham. 

Heald. — At  Cardiff  on  October  8,  Mr.  Charles  Heald, 
chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  40. 

Jones. — On  October  2,  at  College  Park,  Kensal  Eise, 
N.W.,  Mr.  William  Shepherd  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  53. 

Lake.—  On  October  9,  at  41  High  Street,  Exeter,  Lucy 
Edith  Lake,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Hinton  Lake,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist. 

Langdon-Down. — On  October  5,  at  Normansfield,  of 
pneumonia,  Mary,  wife  of  the  late  J.  L.  H.  Langdon-Down, 
M.D.,  F.E.C.P.,  J.P.,  81  Harley  Street,  W.  In  her  72nd  year. 

Wyllie. — At  Dalmellington,  N.B.,  on  September  28,  Mr. 
William  Wyllie,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  68. 

Franco-Haitian  Commercial  Treaty. — France  has  just 
concluded  a  commercial  treaty  with  Haiti,  in  which  she  has 
made  substantial  reductions  on  coffee  and  cocoa  imported 
from  Haiti  ;  these  articles  will  now  pay  136f.  per  100  lbs. 
In  addition,  chocolate,  pepper,  pimento,  cardamoms, 
cinnamon,  cassia,  nutmegs,  mace,  cloves,  vanilla,  and  tpa 
will  have  the  benefit  of  the  lowest  taxes.  French  goods 
imported  into  Haiti  are  exempted,  from  the  50-per-cer.t.  and 
33j-per-cent.  additional  dues  imposed  on  all  other  goods. 
This  will  include  tartaric,  sulphuric,  and  other  acids, 
perfumery,  all  kinds  of  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions, essences  for  manufacture  of  soaps  and  perfumery, 
and  empty  bottles. 
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£bc  Election. 


Candidates  Returned. 

DRUG-TRADE  candidates  have  not  fared  well.  Mr.  Goddard 
Clarke  was  beaten  at  Mile  End  by  1,160  votes,  the  sitting 
member  having  polled  2,440.  Mr.  Straus  allowed  the  St. 
George's-in-the-East  Conservative  majority  to  grow  from  11 

to  296,  and  Mr. 
Idris  at  Chester 
made  no  im- 
pression on  Mr. 
Yerburgh's  posi- 
tion. The  one 
item  of  comfort 
to  the  drug- 
trade  is  the  re- 
election of  Sir 
James  Horner 
Haslett  (C)  for 
North  Belfast. 
He  is  a  chemist 
and  druggist, 
having  been 

\  jgm  WBSBjfr  7       connected  with 

Yfi  *k«^'i  ^^H^V/       the  trade  since 

vi  HHmHB/         1245.     He  is  a 

son  of  the 
manse,  and  was 
educated  at  Bel- 
fast Royal  Aca- 
demical Institu- 
tion. He  was 
M.P.  for  West 
Belfast  in  1885- 

86,  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1887-88,  and  was  knighted  while 
Mayor.  He  has  sat  for  North  Belfast  since  1896.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Societies  should  find  Sir  James  helpful  to 


Sir  James  H.  Haslett. 


and  the  younger  element  kept  up  a  continual  uproar  varied  by 
the  singing  of  "  Irish  Fusiliers."  During  a  lull  in  the  noise  the 
speaker  was  heard  declaring  that  "  he  had  stood  at  least  on  a 
hundred  platforms  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  advocating 
the  policy  of  Imperialism,  when  Sir  James  Haslett  was  making 
pills  in  North  Street."  He  then  ducked  his  head  and  so  dexter- 
ously avoided  a  rotten  egg  which  exploded  against  the  wall  of  the 
factory  behind  him. 

I  was  on  my  way  to  attend  a  meeting  of  Sir  James's  supporters 
at  the  Belfast  Orange  Hall,  the  headquarters  of  the  Orange 
Society.  When  I  got  there  I  found  the  hall  had  a  seating-capacity 
of  about  eight  hundred,  but  more  than  a  thousand  grimy  workers 
had  packed  themselves  into  it.  Mr.  Walter  Willson,  a  partner 
in  the  world-famed  shipbuilding  firm  of  Harland  &  Wollf,  occu- 
pied the  chair.  It  was  not  a  pleasant  audience  to  face,  especially 
as  a  portion  of  it  was  decidedly  hostile.  Some  fifteen  minutes 
after  the  advertised  time  Sir  James  entered,  accompanied 
by  several  supporters,  including  the  famous  "  Ballykilbeg " 
Johnston. 

The  Chairman,  in  a  hesitating  speech,  explained  that  he  had 
come  there  to  support  Sir  James  Haslett  both  as  a  worker  and  an 
employer  of  labour,  for  had  he  not,  as  they  knew,  risen  from  the 
hammer  and  anvil  to  the  proud  position  of  partner  in  the  firm 
which  had  launched  the  Oceanic,  and  which  gave  employment  to 
more  voters  than  any  other  firm  in  Ireland  '?  A  vote  of  confidence 
in  the  candidate  was  then  proposed  and  carried,  but  by  no  means 
unanimously. 

After  which  Sir  James  faced  the  music.  He  declared  himself 
an  Orangeman  and  an  Imperialist,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of 
Lord  Salisbury's  Government.  "  If  you  strike  me,"  he  continued, 
"  strike  me  in  the  face.  If  you  condemn  me,  first  give  me  an 
unprejudiced  hearing."  (Cries  of  "Hear,  hear,"  "No  Popery," 
"  Ginger-beer,"  and  cheers.)  Point  by  point  he  reviewed  his 
parliamentary  career,  answered  question  after  question,  and  met 
objection  after  objection.  Local  government,  agricultural  and 
technical  instruction,  endowment  of  a  Catholic  university, 
Ritualism,  and  the  temperance  question  were  successively  dealt 
with,  and  as  Sir  James  proceeded  the  tone  of  the  meeting 
changed  and  before  he  had  finished  we  felt  that  his  return  was 
assured. 

Several  other  speakers  followed,  including  Sir  W.  Ewart  and 
Dr.  O'Neill,  a  well-known  local  medical  specialist.  Then  the  candi- 
date and  one  or  two  others  came  forward  with  uplifted  arms.  The 
audience  solemnly  arose,  and  a  thousand  throats  poured  forth  the 


Mr.  John  F.  L.  Brenner. 


Sir  John  T.  Brunner,  Bart. 


Mr.  Alfred  Moxd. 


them  at  St.  Stephen's.  A  pharmacist  in  Belfast  who  had  a 
night  out  last  week  spent  it  at  one  of  Sir  James's  meetings 
and  this  is  what  he  writes  to  us  about  it : — 

It  was  evidently  a  political  meeting.  About  a  thousand  mill- 
operatives  of  both  sexes  had  collected  around  a  brake,  which  was 
dra%yn  up  in  front  of  a  tactpry,  and  from  which  a  candidate  for 
parliamentary  honours  was  trying  to  make  himself  heard.  As  I 
approached  I  recognised  the  speaker  as  Mr.  T.  Harrison,  Liberal 
candidate  for  North  Belfast,  and  the  opponent  of  the  only  chemist 
and  druggist  who  sat  in  the  last  Parliament.  Mr.  Harrison's 
task  was  not  easy,  as  the  meeting  was  by  no  means  unanimous, 


National  Anthem  as  solemnly  as  if  it  were  the  Hundredth  Psalm 
Not  until  the  last  words  had  died  away  did  a  man  move  from  his 
place,  and  then  the  audience  slowly  filed  out  as  if  from  church  on 
the  Sabbath. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  in  a 
circular  to  the  members,  said  : — "  It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance for  everyone  in  the  drug-trade  that  the  President 
of  our  Association,  Sir  James  Haslett,  should  be  agai  n 
returned  to  Parliament."  At  the  meeting  to  which  our 
correspondent  refers  many  in  the  trade  attended,  and  we 
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understand  that  Sir  James  is  very  proud  of  the  help  he 
received  from  his  friends  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  John  Fowler  Leece  Brunner,  the  eldest  son  of  Sir 
John  T.  Brunner,  Bart.,  is  as  a  Liberal  contesting  the  Hyde 
Division  of  Cheshire.  He  was  educated  at  Cheltenham 
College  and  at  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  is  a  director  of 
Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited),  alkali-manufac- 
turers, Northwich. 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross  (L.U.)  has  increased  his  majority  in 
the  Camlachie  Division  of  Glasgow  to  1,238.  He  is  senior 
partner  of  Messrs.  Alexander  Cross  &  Sons,  chemical-manu- 
facturers and  seedsmen,  Glasgow,  and  may  be  depended 
upon  to  push  legislation  to  permit  the  sale  of  poisons  in 
sealed  packets  by  unqualified  persons. 

Mr.  Alfred  Mond,  MA.,  F.R  S.E.,  who  unsuccessfully  con- 
tested Salford  in  the  Liberal  interest,  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Ludwig 
Mond,  F.R.S.,  Foreign  Secretary  to  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  and  the  founder  of  the  Davy-Faraday  Laboratory. 

Colonel  Samuel  Alexander  Sadler,  V.D.,  D.S.O.,  F.C.S., 
(C)  has  defeated  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  the  Radical  member  for 
Middlesborougb.  This  was 
Colonel  Sadler's  fourth  contest 
of  Middlesborough,  his  previous 
fights  being  in  1878,  1880,  and 
1895.  On  the  last  occasion  Mr. 
Wilson  got  in  by  a  majority 
of  2,020;  Colonel  Sadler  has 
now  converted  this  into  a 
Conservative  majority  of  55. 
He  is  the  third  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  Sadler,  of  Langley 
Hall,  near  Birmingham,  and 
was  educated  at  the  University 
College.  He  is  proprietor  of 
the  Cleveland  Chemical-works, 
Middlesborough,  and  has  been 
a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical 
Society  since  1868.  The  new 
member  is  Hon.  Colonel  of 
the  1st  Volunteer  Battalion  of  the  Durham  Light  Infantry. 


Colonel  Sadler. 


What  Chemists  have  Done. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  John  Morley,  who  has  been  re- 
elected for  the  Montrose  Burghs  (Forfarshire),  received  a 
copy  of  the  Federation  circular,  and  in  reply  to  it  stated 
that  he  will  give  "his  best  consideration  to  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  when  it  is  introduced  next  Session."  His  opponent 
(Mr.  R.  B.  Don)  pledged  himself  to  support  the  sale  of  poisons 
in  sealed  packets  by  unregistered  persons. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Pugh,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Lombard 
Terrace,  Charlton,  S.E  ,  has  received  the  following  reply 
from  Lord  Hugh  Cecil  to  the  letter  published  in  our  issue  of 
September  29,  page  543  : — 

Dear  Sir,  -  If  I  rightly  understand  the  matter  you  bring 
before  me,  it  was  one  which  it  was  intended  to  deal  with  under 
the  Companies  Act  of  last  session,  but  the  clauses  affecting  it 
were  withdrawn  because  the  opposition  to  them  would  have  ex- 
hausted too  much  parliamentary  time  to  admit  of  this  being 
passed  at  that  period  of  the  session.  So  far  as  I  at  present 
understand  the  question,  your  view  appears  to  me  a  reasonable 
one,  and  one  which  it  is  likely  that  Parliament  will  adopt. 

I  am,  yours  faithfullv, 

W.  H.  Pugh,  Esq.  Hugh  Cecil. 

Mr.  John  Gibson  has  received  from  Lord  Morpeth,  Unionist 
candidate  for  the  Hexham  division  of  Northumberland,  the 
following  in  regard  to  the  Federation  circular : — 

Hexham,  October  8,  1900. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  questions.     I  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  matter  before,  except  that  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion some  days  ago  with  Mr.  Riddle  about  it. 

From  what  I  heard  then  and  from  your  statement  I  think  you 
have  a  grievance  that  ought  to  be  remedied,  and  I  will  support  a 
measure  that  would  remove  those  grievances. 

Yours  truly, 

Morpeth. 

Since  receiving  this  reply  Mr.  Gibson  and  his  father  (Mr.  J- 
Paterson  Gibson)  have  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Morpeth, 
in  which  he  expressed  himself  as  entirely  in  accord  with  the 
views  expressed  in  the  circular. 

The  North  East-Lanes  Chemists'  Association  addressed 


questions  on  the  subject  of  the  restriction  of  the  use 
of  pharmaceutical  titles  to  qualified  individuals,  &c, 
to  all  the  local  candidates  for  Parliament.  Satisfactory 
answers  were  received  from  Sir  W.  H.  Hornby,  Sir  W. 
Coddington,  and  Mr.  Philip  Snowden,  candidates  for 
Blackburn  ;  Mr.  C.  P.  Huntington  and  Mr.  John  Rutherford, 
candidates  for  the  Darwen  division  ;  Sir  Joseph  Leese,  Q.C., 
and  Mr.  Nicholls,  candidates  for  the  Accrington  division. 

The  following  replies  to  the  Federation  questions  put  to 
the  parliamentary  candidates  by  the  Southport  Chemists' 
Association  have  been  received  : — 

Sir  George  Pilkington  (Liberal)  : — 

Dear  Sir, — Sir  George  Pilkington  requests  me  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  6.  It  will,  no  doubt, 
be  within  your  recollection  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  con- 
test Sir  George  assured  the  deputation  from  your  Association, 
who  were  good  enough  to  wait  upon  him,  that  he  was  fully  in 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Bill  proposed  to  be  introduced. 
If  he  is  returned  at  the  approaching  election  he  will  give  the 
Bill  all  the  support  in  his  power. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Alleyne  Brown 

(Election  Agent). 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  Q.C.  (Conservative) 

(1)  Yes. 

(2)  Save  that  that  part  of  the  question  which  deals  with  the 
control  of  the  business  is  not  clear  to  my  mind  as  to 
its  real  meaning,  I  can  answer  the  other  parts  of  the 
question,  Yes. 

Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  chemist  and  druggist,  Charlbury, 
Oxon,  addressed  the  questions  suggested  in  our  issue  of 
September  29  to  the  candidates  in  his  district  (North  and 
South  Oxford),  and  has  received  the  following  replies  : — 

I  cannot  express  an  opinion  on  any  Bill  until  I  have  seen  it 
or  heard  the  matter  discussed.  I  do  not  think  that  unqualified 
persons  should  be  allowed  to  dispense  medicines. — Albert 
Brassey. 

I  am  in  favour  of  legislation  in  the  direction  mentioned  in  your 
letter.  I  entirely  appreciate  the  unfairness  of  forming  companies 
to  practise  professions. — R.  T.  Hennon  Hoop. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  North  Staffordshire 
Assoc  iation,  informs  us  that  Mr.  A.  H.  Heath,  who  has  been 
elected  for  Hanley,  replies  "  Yes  "  to  the  Association's 
questions  (page  572). 


East  3nt>ian  1ftews. 

Condition  of  Teade. — A  correspondent  writes :  Bis- 
muth, camphor,  and  quinine  are  higher,  with  holders  of 
quinine  at  lr.  6a.  9p. — a  record  figure  for  the  Bombay 
market,  in  recent  times  at  least.  There  is  great  scarcity  of 
dispensing-bottles  in  the  bazaar,  the  smaller  sizes  particu- 
larly. Japanese  camphor,  at  lr.  14a.  per  lb.,  is  steadily 
ousting  English  sublimed  from  the  place  it  has  so  long 
enjoyed,  the  English  product,  at  2r.  4a.,  being  far  too  dear. 
Pelletier's  quinine  has  almost  disappeared  before  the  advance 
Howards'  bas  made  in  meeting  the  popular  demand.  The 
Government  has  denuded  Bombay  of  all  British-made  chloro- 
form, the  only  brand  now  obtainable  in  the  bazaar  being 
Gehe's.  In  disinfectants  a  little  activity  prevails,  especially 
in  chloride  of  lime,  a  European  firm  handling  disinfectants 
having  tried  without  success  to  obtain  4  cwts.  for  an  order. 

The  Wily  Hindoo. — The  author  of  a  series  of  long- 
suspected  thefts  from  the  firm  of  Thomson  &  Taylor, 
chemists,  Esplanade  Road,  Bombay,  in  the  person  of  J.  F.  M. 
Gomez,  a  former  compounder,  but  recently  practising  as  a 
doctor,  has  been  cleverly  captured.  On  the  date  of  his  arrest 
he  was  seen  entering  the  premises  with  a  handbag  at  6  a.m. 
by  a  sepoy  constable  on  watch,  leaving  in  about  half  an  hour 
with  the  bag  full  of  goods  and  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  in 
his  hand.  The  constable  took  him  to  the  police  station,  where 
the  goods  were  identified  as  the  property  of  the  firm.  He  had 
been  given  the  goods  by  Michael  Pereira,  one  of  the  com- 
pounders on  night-duty.  Prisoner  was  sentenced  to  six 
months'  hard  labour.  That  same  day  Pereira,  who  apparently 
was  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Gomez,  was  sentenced  to  three 
months'  imprisonment. 
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Grace  motes. 


The  Court  Circular  by  no  means  confines  itself  to  record- 
ing the  movements  of  royal  personages.  In  last  week's 
issue  we  notice  column  articles  about  the  pharmacies  of 
Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green  (Limited),  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  John 
Beddard,  46  Churton  Street,  Pimlico. 

The  Warwick  Trading  Company  (Limited),  Warwick 
Court,  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  have  issued  a  new  price-list  and 
catalogue  of  cinematographs  and  "  Warwick  "  films.  Among 
the  new  films  we  notice  many  dealing  with  the  South 
African  War,  the  Paris  Exhibition  and  such  up-to-date 
subjects. 

In  our  notice  of  the  new  premises  of  Messrs.  T.  k  H. 
Smith  &  Co.,  at  22  City  Road,  E.C.,  in  last  week's  issue 
(page  593),  we  inadvertently  stated  that  the  London  esta-  ! 
blishment  was  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  T. 
Connel  Smith,  who,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  in  charge  of  the 
Edinburgh  house.  Mr.  H.  Ewing  Smith  is  the  London 
partner. 

An  Attractive  Pamphlet  has  recently  been  issued  by 
the  Washington  Chemical  Company  (Limited),  Washington, 
co.  Durham,  which  contains  sixteen  illustrations  of  British, 
American,  Japanese,  Chinese,  and  Chilian  battleships,  in  the 
construction  of  which  the  company's  magnesia  covering  for 
boilers  and  steam-pipes  has  been  used.  The  illustrations  are 
admirably  executed,  and  the  flags  of  Great  Britain,  America, 
China,  Japan,  and  Chili  painted  in  colours  adorn  the  outer 
cover. 

Dr.  Schwarz's  Antidysentericum. — Mr.  Ch.  Lageman, 
of  Erfurt,  Germany,  informs  us  that  he  placed  about  100 
doses  of  the  remedy  free  of  charge  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  German  Red  Cross  Association  and 
the  Voluntary  Nursing  Association  for  the  troops  in  China  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Government  hospital  in  Tsingtau, 
where  the  antidysentericum  has  been  used  for  a  long  time, 
has  ordered  large  quantities  of  the  remedy  for  the  troops, 
and  the  Imperial  Marine  Office,  which  organised  the  expedi- 
tion, has  also  provided  the  hospital,  field-hospital,  and 
ambulances  with  the  remedy. 

Sodium  Sulphite. — Mr.  J.  E.  Lockyer,  photographic 
chemist,  87  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford,  S.E.,  is  placing  on 
the  market  a  i-pecial  quality  of  sodium  sulphite.  The 
sample  sent  us  is  free  from  sulphate,  which  is  known  to  be 
present  in  varying  proportions  in  many  commercial  brands. 
The  presence  of  sulphate  is  undesirable  where  the  best 
effects  of  the  sulphite  are  needed— a  matter  of  importance  to 
careful  workers  and  to  photographers  in  general.  The 
special  sulphite  is  sent  out  ready  for  sale  in  i-lb.  bottles 
Mr.  Lockyer  also  brings  to  our  notice  packets  of  comic  post- 
cards he  is  issuing.  The  cards  have  on  them  an  assortment 
of  original  sketches.  Any  chemist  who  wishes  to  have  a 
packet  can  do  so  by  sending  a  penny  stamp  to  Mr.  Lockyer. 

"  Tabloid  "  Euphthalmine.  —  Euphthalmine  hydro- 
chloride is  preferred  by  oculists  for  dilating  the  pupil 
because  it  has  but  little  effect  on  the  accommodation  and 
none  on  the  intra-ocular  pressure.  The  maximum  dilatation 
takes  place  about  one  hour  after  application,  and  disappears 
entirely  after  six  or  eight  hours.  Anyone  who  has  had  a 
personal  experience  of  the  disagreeable  effects  of  atropine 
on  the  accommodation  will  appreciate  the  advantages 
enumerated  above.  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C.,  are  meeting  the  growing  demand 
for  the  drug  by  producing  tiny  "  Tabloid "  euphthalmine- 
hydrochloride  discs,  each  containing  i  gr.  There  is  likely 
to  be  an  increased  use  amoDgst  oculists  and  general  practi- 
tioners for  the  drug  now  that  it  can  be  had  in  such  a  handy 
form. 

Messes.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs  (Limited),  of  the  City  Soap- 
works,  Wapping,  London,  E.,  have  purchased  the  entire 
business,  stock,  and  plant  of  Sharp  Brothers'  Soap  and 
Perfumery  Company  (Limited),  and  are  making  arrange- 
ments to  carry  on  the  soap-business  at  the  City  Soap-works. 
At  the  earliest  possible  date  Messrs.  D.  &W.  Gibbs  (Limited) 
will  revise  and  amalgamate  their  own  and  Messrs.  Sharp's 
price-lists,  and  in  the  meantime  they  will  execute  all  orders 
as  far  as  possible  as  quoted  in  Messrs.  Sharp's  list,  subject 


to  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs's  (Limited)  usual  terms. 
They  have  also  secured  the  sole  proprietary  rights  of 
Messrs.  Phillipson  &  Co.'s  business,  Budge  Row,  E.C.  Our 
subscribers  have  no  doubt  noted  the  exceptional  opportunity 
of  securing  stocks  of  Christmas  goods  at  the  forthcoming 
sale  at  Messrs.  Sharp's  premises  in  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C., 
on  October  30. 

The  Return  of  Income-tax  is  always  a  difficult  thing 
for  traders.  We  have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  calling  attention 
to  a  Qd.  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Mathison's  Popular  Guide  to 
the  Income-tax  Schedules,"  published  by  the  Agency 
for  the  Adjustment  and  Repayment  of  Income-tax, 
Brighton.  In  addition  to  full  information  respecting  the 
tax,  the  pamphlet  contains  model  returns  for  assessment, 
including  one  for  traders  and  merchants  which  would  just 
suit  chemists  and  druggists.  This  shows  that  from  the 
gross  profits — that  is,  the  same  determined  by  deducting 
from  cash  received  for  goods  the  cash  paid  for  them — there 
are  altogether  seventeen  different  classes  of  payment  which 
may  be  reckoned  as  deductions  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
net  profit  or  loss  during  a  business  year.  We  gather  from 
this  that  every  chemist  and  druggist  who  subscribes  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  entitled  to  deduct  the 
subscription  which  he  pays  us  from  the  gross  profits  of  his 
business. 

"  Throne  "  Toilet-soap. — Visitors  to  the  recent  Grocers 
Exhibition  observed  that  one  of  the  most  striking  parts  of 
Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Son's  exhibit  was  the  "Throne" 
toilet-soap,  to  which  a  somewhat  interesting  history  is 
attached.  When  the  National  bazaar  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers  from  the  war  was  in  course  of  arrangement 
Messrs.  Cook  were  asked  to  assist  in  the  project,  and  their 
assistance  took  the  exceedingly  practical  form  of  designing 
an  entirely  new  soap  for  sale  at  the  bazaar.  Lady  Dorothy 
Coventry  was  the  soap-seller  on  the  occasion,  and  she  and 
others  at  her  stall  disposed  of  no  fewer  than  2,880  boxes  of 
three  tablets  each,  the  sales  bringing  in  400/.  During  the 
bazaar  the  soap  caught  the  eye  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
she  accepted  a  solid  silver  casket  containing  several  tablets, 
each  of  which  was  wrapped  in  a  hand-painted  satin  wrapper. 
The  titled  organisers  of  the  bazaar  also  received  satin  hand- 
painted  presentation  boxes  of  the  soap,  and  since  the  bazaar 
the  demand  for  it  has  so  persisted  that  the  firm  have  now 
placed  it  upon  the  market  under  the  title  ''Throne"  toilet- 
soap.  For  retail  purposes  it  is  put  up  in  neat  boxes  with 
patriotic  design  on  label,  each  tablet  being  wrapped  in 
an  elegant  chromo-lithographic  cover.  The  soap  is  a 
particularly  good  one,  is  perfectly  scented,  and  the  fact  that 
the  Princess  of  Wales  and  the  leading  ladies  of  the  British 
aristocracy  use  it  ought  to  further  its  sales. 

Le  Thermopormol. — At  a  time  when  plague  is  threaten- 
ing the  country  a  ready  means  of  disinfection  such  as  is 
provided  by  the 
apparatus  brought 
out  by  Le  Thermo - 
formol  (Limited), 
Rue  des  Douze- 
Apotres,  Brussels, 
naturally  attracts 
attention.  The 
thermoformol  ap- 
paratus consists  of 
(1)  a  bottom  cham- 
ber, into  which 
four  briquettes  pre- 
viously heated  in  a 
fire  for  ten  minutes 
are  placed ;  (2)  a 
reservoir  over  it  in  which  boiling  water  is  placed  ;  (3)  a 
space  on  the  top  for  the  "  thermoformol  "  powder  ;  and  (4) 
the  cover.  The  quantity  of  powder  employed  is  regulated 
according  to  the  size  of  the  room  to  be  disinfected,  and  if 
the  space  is  very  large  two  or  more  apparatus  need  to  be 
used.  As  a  deodorant  simply,  a  small  quantity  only  of  the 
powder  is  required  On  opening  a  room  which  has  been 
treated  with  "  thermoformol "  the  smell  of  formaldehyde  is 
got  rid  of  by  placing  a  vessel  of  ammonia  in  the  room  for  an 
hour.  The  apparatus  has  received  high  recommendation 
from  Prof.  Van  Ermengen,  who  is  studying  the  plague  at 
Glasgow  on  behalf  of  the  Belgian  Government.    It  sells 
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at  5f.,  a  bottle  of  "  thermoformol  "  at  3f.,  and  a  box  of  four 
briquettes  at  075f. 

The  "Ideal"  Peesceiption-book. — Messrs.  Rouse 
Brothers,  61  Charlotte  Street,  London,  W.,  have  produced  a 
prescription-book  at  8s  per  copy,  which  is  the  best  value 
for  the  money  that  we  have  ever  seen  in  this  line.  It  com- 
prises exactly  1,002  foolscap  pages  besides  the  index.  Each 
page  is  ruled  to  take  two  columns  of  prescriptions,  and  each 
column  has  a  margin  fully  an  inch  in  width  for  dispensers' 
annotations.  With  each  book  there  is  a  sheet  of  suggestions 
as  to  how  the  prescription-book  may  be  most  advantageously 
kept.    From  this  we  extract  the  following  aphorisms  : — 

Write  in  the  book  the  price  of  each  article. 

Should  the  directions  of  the  prescription  be  in  Latin,  write  them 
in  the  book  as  well  as  the  translation  as  it  will  appear  on  the  label. 

When  known,  enter  the  doctor's  name  and  the  date  upon  which 
the  prescription  was  written. 

Pills :  Note  the  weight  of  the  mass,  in  some  cases  the  excipient 
also.  Note  any  deviation  from  the  general  practice  of  the 
establishment  as  to  the  finishing-off  of  pills. 

If  a  medicine  calls  for  a  special  container  note  same  in  margin. 

Trace  the  shape  of  small  plasters  and  blisters,  give  dimensions 
of  large  plasters,  and  note  material  upon  which  they  are  spread. 

Note  size  of  mould  used  for  suppositories,  pessaries,  and 
bougies. 

There  are  twenty- five  hints  such  as  these,  with  lithographed 
examples  as  to  how  prescriptions  should  be  entered  in  the 
book.  The  book  measures  12  inches  long,  9  inches  wide, 
and  3  inches  thick.  It  weighs  10  lbs.,  and  the  dozen-rate 
figures  out  to  advantage.  Any  C.  4"  H-  subscribers  can  get  a 
copy  of  the  "Suggestions"  by  applying  to  Messrs.  Rouse 
Brothers,  61  Charlotte  Street,  LondoD,  W. 


Zhe  pharmaceutical  H\>iar\>. 


The  Lactopeptine  Bird. 

Although  this  bird's  habitat  has  for  a  generation  been  on 
the  banks  of  the  Fleet,  near  by  the  bridge  that  spans  that 
ancient  but  submerged  river,  it  was  one  of  the  first  of  the 
American  eagle's  chickens  to  migrate  thither.  It  will  be 
observed  that  it  is  distinguished  by  little  liver  mark- 
ings on  the  tail-feathers,  pink  pill-like  dots  on  the  neck  and 
bosom,  and  an  "Academy"  pose.  It  is  rather  a  retiring 
bird.  Roosts  over  the  Treasury  in  the  City  Temple,  and  is 
good  to  all  the  little  Yankee  birds  that  wish  to  coo  to  the 
birds  in  the  Aviary.  It  has  a  nice  brood  of  its  own,  and  one 
of  the  chicks  is  a  hen  bird,  with  "  Some  Emotions  and  a 
Moral,"  which  sings  in  the  "  Herb  Moon  "  and  is  the  parent  of 
"  The  Ambassador." 


Scientific  Iprooress. 


Mandarin  Oil. — Walbaum  states  that  the  oil  from  Citrus 
madurensis  contains  methyl-anthranilate,  the  ester  so  charac- 
teristic of  oil  of  neroli.  E.  J.  Parry,  some  months  ago,  announced 
the  discovery  of  this  ester  in  the  oils  of  the  bitter  and  sweet  orange, 
so  that  it  is  only  natural  to  expect  that  it  would  be  present  in 
mandarin  oil, 

A  New  Indicator. — A.  new  indicator,  for  use  in  both  alka- 
line and  acid  titrations,  is  at  hand  in  the  so-called  "  alizarin 
green  B."  This  body  belongs  to  the  groups  of  the  oxazines  and 
thiazines.  It  is  a  greenish-black  powder,  easily  soluble  in  water, 
giving  a  fine  green  liquid.  With  acids  it  gives  a  fine  red  carmine, 
which  changes  to  the  original  green  with  traces  of  alkali.  It 
makes  an  admirable  "  litmus  "  paper. — Zeit.  fur  Anal.  Chemie 
1900,  99. 

Echinopsin — -This  body  is  a  crystalline  alkaloid  (CuH9NO) 
of  very  bitter  taste,  and  extremely  poisonous,  extracted  from  the 
globe  thistle.  It  occurs  most  plentifully  in  the  seeds.  The 
crystals  melt  at  152°  C,  and  are  easily  soluble  in  chloroform, 
water  and  hot  benzene.  It  is  characterised  by  giving  a  blood-red 
colour  with  ferric  chloride.  It  resembles  a  mixture  of  strychnine 
and  brucine  in  its  physiological  action. — Berichte,  1900,  148. 

Hew  Antipyrin  Compounds. — By  condensing  antipyrin 
with  primary  aromatic  amines  in  the  presence  of  phosphorus 
oxychloride  or  similar  agents,  heating  to  250°,  well-defined 
crystalline  compounds  are  obtained.  Amongst  these  may  be 
mentioned  that  with  aniline,  the  reaction  being  as  follows  : — 

CnHj.jNoO  +  C6H3NH2  =  C17H17N3  +  H.,0. 

This  compound  melts  at  124°. 

A  New  Synthetic  Perfume.— Kondakoff  and  Sehindel- 
meiser  have  prepared  a  new  compound  with  an  intense  odour  of 
pelargonium  oil.  Whether  it  will  have  any  practical  value  is  not 
yet  certain,  but  its  theoretical  interest  is  certainly  great.  In  the 
reduction  of  methylcyclohexanone  a  crystalline  substance  is  pro- 
duced which  is  not  volatile  with  steam.  •  This  body  forms  white 
prisms  containing  water  of  cryst  illisation,  melting  at  73°  C,  or,  if 
anhydrous,  at  94°.  Its  specific  rotation  is  [a]n= +1°  1'.  It  yields 
two  isomeric  bromides,  a  liquid  body  and  a  solid,  melting  at  126°. 
The  latter,  when  acted  upon  by  moist  silver  oxide,  yields  a  new 
compound,  probably  of  an  extremely  complicated  constitution. 
This  is  the  body  which  has  the  intense  pelargonium  odour. 
Possibly  it  has  the  constitution  of  a  pinacone. 

Aloins. — Leger  shows  (Gomptes  Hewitts,  1900, 131,  55)  that, 
after  a  prolonged  series  of  crystallisations,  aloin  from  Barbados 
[Curacao  ?]  aloes  does  not  give  Klunge's  reaction  with  copper 
sulphate  and  sodium  chloride.  The  red  colour  developed  under 
these  circumstances  was  generally  considered  a  definite  reaction 
for  this  variety  of  aloin.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  the  isomeric 
body,  iso-barbaloin,  answers  at  once  to  the  reaction,  developing  a 
red-violet  colour,  so  that  it  may  be  used  as  an  indication  of  the 
purity  of  the  first-named  body.  Barbaloin  yields  a  trichlor 
derivative  which  on  acetylisation  yields  triacetyl-trichlor- 
barbaloin — a  body  which  melts  at  165°  C,  whereas  the  corre- 
sponding derivative  of  the  iso-barbaloin  melts  at  152°.  One  of 
the  constituents  of  Cape  aloes  is  identical  in  every  respect  with 
barbaloin. 

Oil  of  Jasmin. — Jeancard  and  Satie,  in  the  series  of  notes 
on  certain  essential  oils  to  which  we  have  already  devoted  some 
attention,  give  some  interesting  details  of  the  analytical  constants 
of  oil  of  jasmin.  They  refer  to  the  researches  of  Verley,  and  Hess 
and  Muller,  stating  that  most  chemists  have  devoted  themselves 
to  the  oil  obtained  from  the  pomade ;  they  therefore  conclude 
that  the  results  are  unreliable.  We  may  point  out,  however,  that 
the  fresh  oil  has  been  examined,  and  the  question  of  decom- 
position not  lost  sight  of.  Jeancard  and  Satie  give  the  following 
figures  for  four  samples  of  oil,  the  first  two  being  prepared  by 
enfleurage  and  the  last  two  by  distillation : — 


Sp.  Gr.  at 
175° 

Rotation  for 
20  millimetres 

Saponification 
No. 

Esters 

1 

2 
3 

4 

0-9099 
09201 
0-9246 
0-8900 

+  0°  30' 
+  0°  32' 
+ 1°  40' 
+  3°  50' 

103-6 
126 
155 
77 

Per  cent. 
27-70 
35-73 
41-65 
20-62 

The  esters  were  calculated  as  linalyl  benzoate.  Sample  No.  3 
was  distilled  from  fresh  flowers,  but  No.  4  was  from  flowers  that 
had  already  passed  the  chassis. 
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®t>sen>atlons  ano  "Reflections 

By  Xrayser. 


Logic  is  a  pretty  article  for  academies  and  debating 
societies,  but  people  who  insist  upon  it  in  the  practical  affairs 
of  life,  and  especially  in  legislation,  are  either  above  or  below 
the  standard  necessary  for  government  in  this  very  illogical 
world.  Dr.  Edmunds  is  loftily  logical  when  he  contends 
that  if  you  schedule  carbolic  acid  as  a  poison,  you  ought  also 
to  schedule  whisky.  The  argument  is  not  original,  though 
Dr.  Edmunds  evidently  fancies  it  is.  It  has  been  used  again 
and  again  to  bring  the  Pharmacy  Act  into  disrepute  by 
gentlemen  of  Dr.  Edmunds's  type  of  cleverness.  It  has  been 
raised  not  only  in  regard  to  whisky,  but  rope,  razors,  and 
revolvers  have  also  been  quoted  as,  logically,  in  the  same 
street  as  laudanum.  A  learned  counsel  once  insisted,  and 
with  some  show  of  reason,  that  if  an  unqualified  person 
might  not  sell  a  cough-mixture  containing  a  small  dose  of  a 
"  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloid,"  neither  might  he  sell  an 
ounce  of  tobacco,  which  likewise  contained  a  poisonous 
vegetable  alkaloid.    The  Court  did  not  discuss  his  logic,  but 

gave  judgment  against  him. 

*  *  *  * 

Logicians  are  at  least  as  numerous  among  pharmacists  as 
in  other  classes.  Look  at  the  recent  arguments  which  have 
been  so  frequently  and  so  eloquently  presented  against  any 
policy  which  should  recognise  the  existence  or  admit  the 
right  to  exist  of  any  company  of  any  kind  practising 
pharmacy.  They  are  contrary,  we  are  told,  to  the  personal 
note  which  characterises  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Meanwhile 
companies  are  coming  upon  us  in  battalions,  and  we  are  to 
make  no  effort  to  regulate  them,  because  it  would  not  be 
logical.  Look,  again,  at  the  argument  that  we  must  abandon 
the  "  widows'  clause  "  before  we  can  consistently  object  to 
companies  or  any  unqualified  persons  carrying  on  the 
business  of  chemists  and  druggists  with  a  qualified  manager. 
This  too  is  logic — logic  which  might  appeal  to  pedantic 
professors  or  lawyers,  who  forget  that  statutes  which  are  to 
benefit  the  community  must  be  adapted  to  conditions  of 
society,  which  are  not  always  logical,  but  which  would,  I 
believe,  inevitably  break  to  pieces  against  the  common  sense 
of  a  House  of  Commons  committee. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Future  op  Pharmacy,  like  the  future  of  most 
other  things,  is  li  wropt  in  myst'ry  "  ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
pretty  safe  to  say  that  it  is  not  exactly  wrapped  in  mistery. 
Those  to  whom  this  is  a  dark  saying  might  probe  it  by 
reference  to  the  list  of  successful  candidates  for  the  "  First  " 
examination,  published  last  week.  Out  of  the  521  names 
published,  no  fewer  than  forty  were  Mays,  Margarets, 
Elsies,  Koses,  and  the  like.  There  may  have  been  more 
Misses  concealed  among  those  whose  initials  only  are  given 
and  I  have  given  the  male  sex  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  in  the 
case  of  Welsh  names  like  Myfanwy.  A  good  dozen  of  these 
embryo  pharmaciennes  are  Scotch — a  circumstance  which 
suggests  that  the  apprentice  difficulty  there  may  settle  itself 
in  peace  and  pleasantness  after  all. 

*  *  *  * 

Dr.  McWalter  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  saved 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  from  the  disquieting 
condition  of  holding  a  perfectly  peaceful  annual  meeting. 
Such  a  symptom  would  have  alarmed  the  friends  of  the 
Society,  who  would  naturally  have  concluded  that  it  sug- 
gested senility  and  decrepitude.  Dr.  McWalter's  complaint 
that  neither  Dublin  nor  Ulster  sends  a  single  Catholic  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  is  just  as  relevant  as  it  would  be  to 


object  that  the  College  of  Cardinals  does  not  include  a 
pharmacist.  But  that  and  the  suggestion  that  Catholic 
candidates  might  not  get  fair  treatment  in  the  examinations 
from  a  Protestant  Council  opened  lovely  possibilities  for  a 
discussion  served  up  with  shillelagh  sauce. 

*  *  *  # 

A  More  Serious  Problem  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  is  the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting 
members  to  serve  on  the  Council.  One  would  have  thought 
they  would  at  least  have  got  candidates  for  the  contest, 
even  if  the  gentlemen  elected  did  not  attend  the  meetings 
afterwards.  But  even  a  fight  is  not  good  enough  to  induce 
a  sufficient  number  of  pharmacists  to  "  oblige."  The  truth 
is,  of  course,  the  Council  is  too  large.  When  the  Society 
was  constituted  by  Act  of  Parliament  it  was  at  first  all 
Council,  and  the  number  twenty-one  was  adopted'  simply 
because  that  was  the  number  in  the  British  Council.  It  is 
altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  membership,  and  might 
with  great  advantage  be  reduced  to  fifteen.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  Act  of  Parliament,  but  it  should  be  remembered 
whenever  an  amending  Act  is  being  drafted. 

*  *  *  * 

Examinations  had  a  bad  time  of  it  last  week.  Most  of 
the  medical  authorities  who  delivered  the  introductory 
addresses  to  the  medical  schools  are,  or  have  been,  examiners, 
and,  as  was  shown  in  an  editorial  comment,  their  remarks 
almost  unanimously  tend  to  suggest  that,  as  at  present  con- 
ducted, examinations  are  very  little  to  be  relied  upon.  But 
nobody  put  the  charge  better  than  Professor  Ramsay,  who 
has  discovered  by  experience  that  a  "  carefully  electro- 
plated article  will  pass  for  pure  gold  when  tried  by  the 
touchstone  of  examination  "  ;  and  this  opinion  was  endorsed 
by  Dr.  Tilden,  who  finds  that  all  examinations  are  too  hard, 
and  none  of  them  are  thorough.  But  why  do  not  these 
clever  gentlemen  devise  some  process  which  wouffl  at  least 
improve,  if  not  supplant,  the  misleading,  worthless,  and,  to  a 
multitude  of  students  of  every  generation,  absolutely 
ruinous  system  which  now  prevails  1 

*  *  *  * 

The  Struggle  for  Industrial  Supremacy  is  a  well- 
worn  topic,  but  in  one  respect  it  is  dealt  with  in  a  rather 
original  manner  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Taylor  in  the  October 
number  of  the  Fortnightly  Review.  Instead  of  making 
consular  reports  the  text  of  his  discourse,  Mr.  Taylor  pro- 
tests very  vigorously  against  the  spirit  of  Little  Englandism 
which,  in  his  opinion,  characterises  the  reports  of  these 
officials,  who  know  as  much  of  practical  commerce,  he  says, 
as  they  do  of  Sanscrit,  and  who  invariably  meet  the  demand 
for  information  about  foreign  competition  by  dancing  on 
the  British  trader.  They  revile  British  manufacturers 
because  they  say  they  will  not  meet  demands  for  cheapness, 
are  not  content  to  take  small  opening  orders,  do  not  care  to 
study  customers'  wishes,  are  reluctant  to  grant  credit  facilities, 
and  do  not  send  as  many  travellers  as  the  Consuls  think  they 
should  send.  The  consular  mind,  Mr.  Taylor  remarks,  finds  it 
difficult  to  assimilate  the  supposition  that  all  business  which 
the  British  trader  allows  to  go  past  him  may  not  be  worth 
having.  He  has  a  pretty  long  experience  of  granting  credit 
facilities,  and  his  rivals  are  getting  it  now.  His  travellers 
have  something  else  to  do  than  to  report  themselves  to  the 
Consul.  In  the  last  Blue-book  on  Foreign  Trade-competition, 
the  Consul  at  Tonga,  whose  commercial  affairs  are  detailed 
at  greater  length  in  the  Blue-book  than  those  of  Mexico, 
reports  that  "  no  traveller  from  Great  Britain  has  been  there 
for  the  past  eleven  years."  But  what  is  the  whole  trade 
of  King  George's  kingdom  worth  ?  Evidently  not  enough 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  enterprising  bagman  who 
visited  the  island  eleven  years  ago. 
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DISINFECTANTS 


ABSOLUTELY 

N0N-P0IS0N0U 


and  may  therefore  be  retailed  free  of 
all  restrictions. 

THE  "SAHITAS"  CO.,  Li,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
DISINFECTANTS  and  SANITARY  APPLIANCES. 


Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7  d.., 
and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 


Can  be 
obtained   from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  ft  CO,, 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


WILCOX  &  CO., 

S3   aSoftlmer   Street,  LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTCAL  SPECIALISES. 


FREH 
PMIET. 


ORDERS   PROMPTLY    EXECUTED.      LOWEST  PRICES. 


EST,    MADE  BY  * 

John  Milne  /0 


LORD  LISTER'S 
PE  RSO  N  AI7"DI  RECT  IONS! 


GAUZE 


Antiseptic  Dressings  Factory,  LADYWELL,  S.E. 


AND 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS, 
TRADE  SHARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  oi 
the  Sooiety  at  reasonable  charges.  Registrations 
throughout  the  world.  Ad  vice  as  to  infringement! 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

322  HIGH  HOLBORN,  W.C. 


EMtorial  Comments* 


Keep  the  Powder  Dry. 

The  general  election  is  closing  well  for  pharmacy  on  the 
whole.  Thanks  to  the  quiet  work  of  the  Federation  of  Phar- 
maceutical Associations,  and  the  efforts  of  individual 
chemists  throughout  the  country,  the  nucleus  of  a  backing 
to  an  amendment  of  pharmacy  law  in  remedy  of  the  greatest 
of  the  abuses  to  which  it  has  been  subjected,  has  been 
secured.  It  would  be  wrong  to  estimate  too  highly  the  value 
of  the  promises  which  parliamentary  candidates  have  given, 
but  they  at  least  have  paved  the  way  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council's  introduction  of  a  Bill ;  and  that  is  something  to 
the  good.  A  writer,  for  whose  opinion  we  have  much  respect, 
in  a  letter  printed  in  our  correspondence  columns,  reflects 
upon  the  indecision  and  procrastination  of  the  Council.  He 
is  decidedly  out  of  tune  at  the  moment,  for  there  is  a  tacit 
understanding  in  pharmacy  circles  neither  to  lay  down  the 
law  for  the  Council  nor  to  discount  in  advance  the  Bill  which 
is  incubating.  The  position  as  expounded  by  the  President 
of  the  Society  last  week  makes  it  clear  that  the  special 
committee  appointed  in  August  to  draft  the  Bill  has  done  so, 
for  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee,  which  consists  of 
the  whole  Council,  had  the  Committee's  report  under  con- 
sideration the  clay  before  the  Council  met  last  week.  We 
can  well  understand  that  the  Council  could  not,  in  the  time, 
come  to  a  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  committee's  proposals, 
at  least  sufficiently  to  get  the  Bill  into  a  condition  fit 
for  publication.  This  moderate  view  of  the  matter  need  not 
be  regarded  as  inconsistent  with  the  one  which  we  have  pre- 
viously  expressed — that  the   Council  should  have  been 
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prepared  to  guide  the  trade  in  electioneering  ;  the  fact  stands 
that  it  was  not  prepared,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
Council  will  make  amends  by  producing  a  measure  in  which 
they,  individually  and  collectively,  shall  have  the  strongest 
confidence.  It  will  be  generally  conceded  that  such  confi- 
dence would  be  the  strongest  possible  factor  to  unite 
chemists  and  druggists  in  supporting  the  Council.  We  frankly 
confess  that  we  look  forward  to  the  publication  of  the  draft 
Bill  in  the  expectation  that  it  will  not  go  as  far  as  the  ideal 
of  any  party  of  pharmaceutical  politicians.  But  it  is 
obviously  desirable  that  the  necessary  reform  should  be  in- 
augurated, and,  therefore,  that  all  parties  should  make  up 
their  minds  to  treat  their  opponents  respectfully  and  use 
their  energies  to  help  each  other.  There  has  been  by  far 
too  much  recrimination  in  pharmaceutical  discussions 
recently.  We  have  come  in  for  our  share  of  it,  for  it  takes 
a  long  time  to  eradidicate  the  idea  that  an  independent 
journal  is  "  agin  the  Government."  Certainly  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  had  no  more  consistent  critic  during 
the  past  four  decades  than  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
but  we  are  conceited  enough  to  believe  that  the  Society  has 
benefited  by  the  criticism — it  is  richer,  stronger,  more 
tolerant  than  it  was  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  ;  and  the 
fact  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  more  liberal  regard  by  the 
Council  for  pharmaceutical  trade  interests  is  in  itself  justifi- 
cation of  our  critical  attitude  of  the  Society's  administration. 
We  say  "the  Society's  administration"  advisedly,  because 
the  recriminative  critics  referred  to  confuse  that  with  "  the 
Society " — a  vastly  different  entity.  To-day  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  its  Council  stand  as  the  representation 
of  the  drug-trade  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  our  business  to  do 
what  we  can  for  the  drug-trade,  and  on  that  basis  we  keep 
constantly  in  view  the  fact  that  the  trade  as  a  body  has 
enriched  the  Society  by  compulsory  contributions  for  registra- 
tion-purposes, and  that  the  Society's  obligation  to  the  trade 
does  not  end  with  the  acceptance  of  fees,  and  presentation 
Of  registration-certificates.  We  hold  that  the  Society's  most 
onerous  duty  begins  with  registration,  for  what  legal  privi- 
leges the  Pharmacy  Act  has  conferred  can  only  be  con- 
served by  the  body  corporate  :  the  individual  is  practically 
powerless  in  such  matters.  He  may  influence  individual 
legislators,  but  Parliament  itself  must  be  addressed  by 
the  body  corporate.  This  is  the  policy  we  have 
advocated  in  regard  to  company-pharmacy  since  the  fatal 
House  of  Lords'  decision  twenty  years  ago,  and  we  claim  that 
events  have  justified  our  insistence,  and  especially  the  liberal 
criticism  which  we  have  passed  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council's  lethargy  in  attacking  the  evil.  Now  that  the 
desired  reform  is  taking  shape,  and  the  Council  shows  itself 
to  be  really  in  earnest  in  dealiDg  with  the  matter,  we  feel 
that  that  circumstance  places  the  various  individual  proposals 
for  reform  in  a  secondary  position,  because  all  will  have  had 
consideration  by  the  committee  and  the  Council,  and  the 
most  feasible  measures  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Bill,  which 
should  be  ready  for  introduction  as  soon  as  the  new  Parlia- 
ment assembles.  It  requires  no  prophet  to  anticipate  that 
there  will  be  fighting  enough  and  to  spare  in  St.  Stephen's 
over  whatever  Company-pharmacy  Eeform  Bill  the  Council 
sends  there,  and  that  is  another  reason  why  we  should  keep 
our  powder  dry  and  not  fight  amongst  ourselves. 

Synthetic  Otto  of  Rose. 

Simultaneously  with  the  appearance  on  the  market  of  a 
synthetic  otto  of  rose,  which  claims  to  be  the  result  of  much 
scientific  research,  appears  a  paper  on  "  German  Rose  Oil  " 
by  Walbaum  and  Stephan  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Bericltte 
(xxxiii.,  2302  ct  scq.).  It  is  not  difficult  to  infer  that  these 
events  are  closely  connected  as  cause  and  effect.    The  paper 


is  of  exceptional  interest,  and  increases  our  knowledge  of 
otto  of  rose  very  considerably.  For  the  researches  recorded, 
which  were  carried  out  in  the  laboratories  of  Messrs.  Schimmel 
&  Co.,  no  less  than  380  oz.  of  otto  was  employed.  By  a 
series  of  fractionations  by  steam-distillation,  and  under 
reduced  pressure,  the  otto  was  divided  into  two  main 
portions,  of  which  one  boiled  between  50°  and  100°  C.  (pressure 
13  mm.),  and  the  other  at  over  100°  C.  The  former  fraction, 
amounting  to  about  300  c.c,  possessed  a  powerful  perfume, 
and  easily  combined  with  sodium  bisulphite,  thus  indicating 
its  aldehydic  nature.  The  crystals  formed  were  washed 
with  ether-alcohol  to  remove  non-aldehydes,  then  decom- 
posed with  alkali  and  steam-distilled.  The  chief  portion  of 
the  distillate  boiled  at  80'  to  82 '  C.  (pressure  13  mm.),  and 
had  a  strong  odour  of  octyl-aldehyde.  The  naphtho-cin- 
choninic  acid  prepared  by  Doebner's  method  melted  at 
231°  C,  which  is  identical  with  that  of  the  known  octyl- 
aldehyde  compound.  The  oil.  however,  boiled  at  a  tempera- 
ture 20°  C.  higher  than  octyl-aldchydc,  hence  the  similarity 
in  properties  failed  to  establish  identity.  A  combustion 
of  the  substance  led  to  the  formula  C,jH180,  and  on 
oxidation  pelargonic  acid  was  obtained,  which  yielded  a 
zinc  salt  melting  at  1323  C.  These  facts  were  sufficient 
to  identify  the  compound  as  nonyl-aldehyde.  The  residue  of 
this  fraction,  freed  from  aldehydes,  was  carefully  fractionated, 
and  yielded  the  following  results  : — 


Sp.  Gr. 

Rotation 

(11   67°-  87° 

C.  at  14  mm.=  10  c.e. ... 

0-858 

-5°  26' 

(2)   87°-  93° 

C.  at  14  mm.  =  130  c.c. ... 

0-873 

-4°  30' 

(3)    93°  -100° 

C.  at  14  mm.  =  16  c.c. ... 

0-877 

-1°  30' 

(4)  100°-110° 

C.  at  14  mm.  =    8  c.c  

0-897 

±0° 

Residue  . 

  5  c.c  

Fraction  1  consisted  mainly  of  a  tcrpene  which  was  not 
further  examined.  Fraction  2  had  a  strong  odour  of 
linalol.  A  complete  examination  of  this  fraction,  including 
a  study  of  its  oxidation-products,  conclusively  proved  that 
its  main  constituent  was  linalol.  From  that  portion  of  the 
otto  of  rose  which  boiled  above  100°  C.  at  14  mm.,  a 
small  portion  was  extracted  which  combined  with  sodium 
bisulphite  ;  this  yielded,  with  /3-naphthylamine  and  pyruvic 
acid,  the  characteristic  citryl-(3-naphtho-cinchoninic  acid 
in  yellow  needles  melting  at  195°  — 197°  C.  on  the  first 
crystallisation.  From  the  citral-free  fraction,  phenyl-ethyl- 
alcohol  was  extracted  with  30-per-cent.  alcohol,  and 
identified  by  its  phenylmethane  as  completely  identical 
with  the  synthetically  prepared  body.  This  methane  melts 
at  80°  C.  About  150  grammes  of  the  fraction  (sp.  gr. 
0  881 ;  boiling-point  at  10  mm.,  111°  C.)  was  heated  on  a 
water-bath  for  two  hours  with  twice  its  volume  of  con- 
centrated formic  acid.  Citronellol  is,  under  these  circum 
stances,  transformed  into  a  formate,  whilst  other  terpene 
alcohols  of  this  series  are  transformed  by  dehydration  into 
terpenes.  The  oil,  after  the  reaction,  was  saponified  and 
fractionated,  and  citronellol  definitely  identified  in  one  of 
the  principal  fractions,  by  conversion  into  citronellyl- 
phthalate  of  silver.  German  otto  of  rose  is  thus  shown  to 
contain  the  following  compounds : — (Normal)  nonyl-alde- 
hyde, geraniol,  citral,  linalol,  phenyl-ethyl  alcohol,  and  lavo- 
citronellol.  The  synthesis  is  accordingly  easy  of  accom- 
plishment. One  point,  however,  remains  to  be  proved — viz., 
the  identity  of  that  otto  with  the  kind  distilled  from  rose- 
petals  grown  in  the  Balkans.  Perfumery  experts  maintain 
that  the  ottos  differ.  Of  course  the  difference  is  not  one  to 
elude  chemical-research  methods,  and  we  hope  that  the 
present  investigators  will  turn  their  attention  to  the  Balkan 
otto  with  equally  good  results. 
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"  A  Certain  Examination." 

Ex-examiners,  learned  professors,  and  other  persons  expert 
in  respect  to  the  electro-plate  and  the  real  thing  in  learning 
have,  during  the  past  ten  days,  said  much  against  the 
examination  system,  but  if  their  ideas  were  carried  out  what 
would  become  of  such  a  body  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  ?  The  almost  absolute  dependence  of  the 
Society  upon  examination  fees  for  its  continued  existence 
is  well  known  in  the  drug-trade,  and  now  it  appears  from  the 
following  paragraph  |in  the  Outlooli  [that  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance  is  spreading  : — 

At  a  certain  examination  recently  held  thirty- seven  candidates 
passed  the  practical  portion,  and  went  up  for  a  viva-voce  test. 
For  this  they  were  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  and  some  were 
examined  in  the  morning,  the  rest  in  the  afternoon.  Out  of 
twenty-two  who  were  taken  in  the  morning,  seventeen  "  satisfied 
the  examiners  "  ;  out  of  fifteen  taken  in  the  afternoon,  not  a  single 
one.  What  can  the  reason  be  ?  The  examination  was  not  com- 
petitive, and  all  the  men  had  passed  the  practical  test,  which 
shows  they  knew  something  of  their  subject.  Was  peradventure 
the  cook  to  blame  '?  A  voice  is  heard  to  whisper,  Could  it  be  that 
the  examiners  remembered  that  each  failure  means  a  three-guinea 
fee  ?  It  is  true  that  the  examining  authorities  have  been  on  the 
verge  of  insolvency,  and  have  doubled  their  entrance  fees  in  con- 
sequence. The  question  is  serious,  for  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
trust  examining  Boards  implicitly.  The  mathematical  probability 
that  such  a  result  should  naturally  occur  is  one  to  something 
enormous  ;  a  hand  of  thirteen  trumps  is  nothing  to  it. 

On  the  question  of  fees  we  have  nothing  fresh  to  say  f  uither 
than  to  admit  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  that  when  the 
Society  was  on  the  verge  of  insolvency  the  examination- 
fee  was  doubled.  The  following  letter  addressed  to  this 
week's  Outlook  (for  a  proof  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Editor)  deserves  quotation  : — 

Your  editorial  note  of  this  week  upon  "a  certain  examination," 
at  which  the  mathematically  impossible  was  made  to  come  to 
pass,  touches  a  matter  which  is  so  notorious  that  a  very  small 
acquaintance  with  examining  bodies  enables  one  to  "  spot  "  this 
at  once. 

The  Society  in  question  has  been  for  many  years  able  to  make 
good  deficiencies  in  its  general  finance  by  increasing  the  amount 
of  fees  and  the  number  of  failures  in  an  examination  over  which 
it  has  sole  control.  When  it  is  remembered  that  this  examina- 
tion is  absolutely  compulsory,  and  that  everyone  entering  the 
profession  must  obtain  this  Society's  certificate  before  he  can 
legally  engage  in  it  (even  at  the  expense  of  paying  fees  for  a  dozen 
failures),  it  will  appear  how  large  and  uncontrolled  a  power  is 
given,  and  how  great  the  temptation  is  to  increase  the  Society's 
income  in  so  easy  a  manner. 

A  Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  is  no  connection  what- 
ever between  the  rejections  at  the  examinations  and  the 
treasury  of  the  Society  ;  but  the  precarious  nature  of  the 
Minor  examination  is  becoming  a  scandal,  and  such  extra- 
ordinary rejections  as  those  referred  to  by  the  Outlook  call 
for  inquiry.  The  Council  of  the  Society  has  practically  no 
control  over  the  examinations  or  the  methods  of  conducting 
the  a,  further  than  by  regulations  ;  at  least,  thatjis  supposed 
to  be  the  case,  but  we  have  had  recent  examples  to  the 
contrary  in  a  matter  against  the  interests  of  a  candidate. 
Here  is  an  opportunity  for  exercising  the  control  on  behalf 
of  candidates. 


WHO  KILLED   CLAUSE  2? 

The  credit  for  defeating  Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Bill 
last  July  has  another  claimant.  Mr.  John  Smith  has  told 
Stockport  chemists  that  it  was  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  that  did  the  job  ;  the  Irhh  Pharmaceutical 
Council  claims  to  have  killed  the  clause  ;  and  we  all  know 
that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  took  advantage  of  the  Conference  (we 
do  not  mean  this  in  a  disrespectful  sense)  to  do  a  bit  of 
lobbying  on  his  own  account,  and  incited  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  attending  the  Conference  to  telegraph  to 
their  members  at  Westminster.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  paid  for  these  telegrams,  and  Mr.  Chater, 


one  of  the  Society's  staff,  directed  operations.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances it  would  save  trouble  if  the  rivals  would  now 
concentrate  their  attention  on  some  constructive  measure. 

THE  EDMONTON  CHEMIST  IS  A  VEGETARIAN. 

That  explains  why  he  used  lanoline  instead  of  lard  in 
making  ung.  hydrarg. — by  the  by,  how  few  retailers  nowadays 
embark  on  the  tedious  job  of  killing  the  "  mercury  "  for  blue 
ointment.  Mr.  Brooks  told  the  police-inspector  in  chaff 
that  he  was  a  Buddhist ;  he  really  is  a  vegetarian.  An 
Evening  News  correspondent  ferreted  it  all  out  of  him.  This 
is  a  report  of  the  conversation  : — 

"  I  was  speaking  ironically  when  I  told  the  inspector  that  he  has 
no  sense  of  humour.  I  am  only  an  admirer  of  Buddhism.  But  1 
am  a  vegetarian,"  added  the  chemist,  his  face  lighting  up  with 
enthusiasm,  "  and  that  is  the  real  reason  why  I  would  not  use  lard 
in  the  making  of  the  ointment.  We,  I  mean  strict  vegetarians,  do 
not  use  the  produce  of  any  killed  animal  for  any  purpose  unless 
we  are  absolutely  forced  to.  We  are  making  headway,  you  know. 
In  the  last  edition  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  have  substituted 
vaseline  for  lard  in  Eome  ointments.  Yes,  I  do  think  that  that  is 
due  to  the  vegetarian  belief  held  by  so  many  chemists." 

Mr.  Brooks  has  been  a  strict  vegetatian  for  over  twenty-five 
years — and  he  looks  it.  Certainly  his  appearance  just  at  present 
is  not  a  good  advertisement  for  vegetarianism.  "  I  am  not  quite 
myself  just  now,"  he  remarked  by  way  of  explanation,  "  but  I've 
never  had  any  real  ailment  or  been  a  day  out  of  my  occupation  for 
forty  years." 

And  then  the  chemist  vouchsafed  the  information  that  he  was 
going  to  get  a  pair  of  vegetarian  boots,  and  that  he  had  not  the 
heart  to  kill  anything.  "  If  anyone  brings  a  cat  or  dog  to  be 
poisoned,  I  name  a  prohibitive  price,  so  that  they  take  the  animal 
elsewhere." 

Then  Mr.  Brooks  went  on  to  explain  that  there  are  three 
kinds  of  mercurial  ointment,  and  why  he  gave  the  weak 
stuff.  In  this  connection  a  correspondent  calls  attention  in 
this  issue  to  the  fact  that  "Mercury  Ointment"  is  the  official 
name,  not  "  mercurial,"  and  ingeniously  suggests  a  line  of 
defence  based  on  the  difference. 

"TRUTH"  AND  QUACKERY. 

In  last  week's  number  of  Truth  Mr.  Labouchere  warned 
his  readers  against  Mr.  A.  L.  Pointing,  whose  business  is  to  be 
disposed  of  to  a  company  as  noted  in  the  C.  cf  D.  last 
week.  According  to  Truth  Pointing  carries  on  business 
under  various  aliases,  chiefly  in  toilet-preparations  and 
other  articles  in  request  by  women.  Among  other  things 
he  calls  himself  the  "  Espanola  Medicine  Company, 
Chemists  and  Manufacturers  of  Standard  Toilet  prepara- 
tions." The  following  extract  from  one  of  his  circulars  will 
show  his  method  of  procedure  : — ■ 

Dear  Madam,— I  find  on  looking  through  our  books  that  you 
have  not  yet  embraced  (sic)  our  treatment  for  .  .  .  and  knowing 
how  pleased  and  delighted  you  will  be  after  using  Viano,  I  am 
instructed  by  the  Company  to  offer  you  a  reduction  in  price  upon 
the  following  conditions,  which  are  such  that  I  am  sure  you  will 
agree  with  me  are  perfectly  honourable,  and  I  hope  you  will  see 
your  way  to  comply  with  them.  The  conditions  are  that  yon 
send  me  the  name  and  address  of  those  of  your  lady  friends  with 
whom  you  think  there  may  be  room  for  improvement  .  .  .  which 
I  ivill  treat  in  strictest  confidence,  and  send  me  a  postal  order 
for  15s.,  when  I  will  send  you  in  plain  wrapper,  together  with 
valuable  directions,  a  complete  20s.  case  of  Viano  .  .  . 

The  "reduction"  dodge,  Truth  points  out,  is  a  mere  trick 
for  the  double  purpose  of  selling  Viano  and  getting  the 
victim  to  supply  the  names  of  other  likely  victims.  In  the 
same  block  of  offices  is  the  "  Viavi  "  Company,  which,  it  is 
asserted,  is  still  engaged  in  obtaining  big  premiums  from 
needy  women  as  the  price  of  an  appointment  as  Viavi 
"  agents."  This  week  our  contemporary  gives  a  very  caustic 
criticism  of  the  Polypathic  Institute,  109  Hagley  Koad, 
Edgbaston,  which  is  carried  on  by  a  Mr.  Hall,  who  started 
the  thing  originally  in  a  lodging-house  in  Great  Portland 
Street,  London.  Five  guineas  appears  to  bs  the  price 
charged  by  the  Institute  for  medicine  to  cover  a  three  months' 
cure.  It  is  said  to  owe  its  influence  to  the  "  Anti-Agnecial 
Vi-tal,  the  Physical  Saviour  of  Suffering  Humanity,"  and 
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the  "  Spirit-essence  of  every  Healing  Influence."  Any  of 
our  readers  who  want  further  information  in  regard  to  this 
piece  of  humbug  should  consult  the  issue  of  Truth  for 
October  11,  page  854. 

CHICAGO  CHLOROFORM. 

There  comes  to  us  vid  Paris  and  the  Nero  Yurie  Herald  the 
announcement  that  a  Chicago  surgeon  has  discovered  a  way 
of  performing  operations  upon  persons  without  pain  and 
without  sending  them  to  sleep.  It  is  to  inject  cocaine 
into  the  spinal  column,  and  thereby  prevent  sensation  from 
passing  to  the  brain.  It  was  tried  on  a  man  in  the  Cook 
County  Hospital  who  needed  his  leg  amputated.  His  vitality 
was  very  low,  but  the  cocaine-injection  enabled  the  opera- 
tion to  be  got  through  painlessly.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
heart-trouble  which  is  the  danger  in  chloroform  anaesthesia 
is  obviated,  but  the  gifted  daily  journalists  have  overlooked 
the  fact  that  cocaine  itself  has  a  powerful  influence  upjn 
the  heart,  also  that  the  spinal  column  is  not  a  thing  to  be 
tampered  with.  Too  deep  a  prick  might  prostrate  a  man  for 
life,  and  that  is  infinitely  worse  than  death.  At  any  rate, 
the  Chicago  man  is  rather  late  in  the  field,  for  the  method 
was  originally  suggested  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Corning,  of  New  York, 
in  1885,  and  others  have  tried  it,  but  it  has  not  caught  on. 

BAKING-POWDERS. 

The  chief  analyst  of  the  Canadian  Inland  Revenue  Labora- 
tory has  devoted  a  recently-issued  bulletin  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  baking-powders  on  the  market  in  Canada.  It 
appears  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  baking-powders  sold  in 
Canada  contain  alum,  mostly  associated  with  acid  phosphate^ 
and  that  15  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  samples  collected 
were  made  up  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  and  burnt  alum  with, 
out  any  other  acid  constituent.  The  use  of  alum  in  baking- 
powders  in  this  country  has  now  been  proved  injurious  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  is 
the  slowness  with  which  burnt  alum  reacts  with  bicarbonate 
of  soda  that  led  to  its  use  as  a  substitute  for  cream  of  tartar. 
There  is  great  difficulty  in  keeping  a  baking-powder  in  which 
free  acid  is  used,  the  nearest  approach  to  perfection  which 
the  Canadian  analyst  has  come  across  being  one  prepared 
with 

Maize  starch  4  parts 

Cream  of  tartar       ...       ...       ...    2h  parts 

Bicarbonate  of  soda ...       ...       ...    2h  parts 

Acid  phosphate  of  lime    1  part 

The  available  gas  from  this  powder  is  12  per  cent.  A  lrgher 
gas-producing  powder — 16  2  per  cent. — is  yielded  by  a  mix- 
ture of  69  parts  of  cream  of  tartar  and  31  parts  of  bicarbonate 
of  soda.  This  is  excellent  for  immediate  use,  but  to  impart 
keeping-qualities  to  the  mixture  15  to  20  per  cent,  of  a 
"  filler  "  is  needed.  The  available  gas  of  such  a  powder  is 
13  per  cent. 

SUSPENDED. 

The  British  Dental  Journal  and  the  Dentist  has  suspended 
publication,  and  has  circularised  its  supporters  to  that  effect. 
It  started  three  years  ago  as  the  Dentist,  and  took  the  other 
part  of  the  title  last  January.  Its  suspension  appears  to  be 
a  case  of  infanticide,  as  the  following  extracts  from  the 
circular  show : — 

At  the  Ipswich  meeting  of  the  British  Dental  Association  papers 
were  read  by  certain  gentlemen,  and  then  handed  to  the  Dentist 
for  publication,  with  the  result  that  the  journal  of  the  repre- 
sentative dental  society  of  Great  Britain,  with  that  dog-in-the 
manger  spirit  which  so  often  characterises  the  holders  of 
monopolies,  refused  to  print  these  papers  in  full  in  their  report 
of  the  proceedings,  although  other  papers  by  other  gentlemen 
appearing  in  other  journals  were  fully  given.  At  Leeds  the  same 
spirit  was  displayed.  .  .  .  One  paper  was  printed  in  the  Lancet 
before  it  appeared  in  the  Association  journal,  but  it  was  printed 
in  full  nevertheless.  This  particular  essay  was  supplied  by  the 
author  to  a  local  Leeds  paper,  to  be  hacked  and  mutilated  as  the 
lay  journalist  wished,  and  nothing  was  said  about  it  not  appearing 
afterwards  officially.    The  author  told  the  representative  of  the 


B.D.  J,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Dental' Association  had 
ordered  him  not  to  allow  his  paper  to  be  seen  by  anyone  connected 
with  that  journal. 

We  always  think  it  a  pity  when  we  find  associations  so  blind 
to  their  own  interests  as  not  to  take  advantage  of  any  oppor- 
tunity for  giving  publicity  to  their  proceedings,  because 
unofficial  journals  usually  address  the  very  people  whose 
names  are  not  on  the  association  books  as  customers.  But 
why  that  unbusinesslike  spirit  should  kill  a  paper  we  cannot 
understand. 

BRITISH  BUSINESS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  September  show  that 
British  trade  still  keeps  on  the  high  level,  imports  being 
two  and  a  half  millions  better  than  in  September,  1899 
(41,232,8522.  against  38,721,079/.),  and  exports  two  millions 
better  (24,559,8  Ml.  against  22,374,807/.).  The  exportation  of 
chemicals  decreased  by  65,265/.  (627,217/.  against  692,432/.) 
last  year.  Yet  on  the  nine  months  we  are  361,151/.  to  the  good, 
our  total  exports  in  this  line  this  year  being7, 071,880/.  against 
6,710.373/.  for  January-September,  1893.  Chemical  imports 
have  increased  by  30,873/.  in  September,  a  welcome  fact  to 
importers,  who  have  still  to  bewail  a  falling-off  of  230,787/. 
during  the  year.  This  is  due  to  smaller  purchases  of 
alizarine,  tanning-bark,  indigo,  cutch,  and  gambier,  for  we 
have  bought  more  alkali,  brimstone,  saltpetre,  aniline  dyes, 
valonia,  unenumerated  chemicals  (including  carbide  of 
calcium),  and  borax.  Our  imports  of  the  last-named  amount 
to  209,058  cwt.  (106  207/.)  so  far  this  year,  against 
50,635  cwt.  (25,833/.)  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1899. 
Oils  have  gone  up  by  675,320/.  for  a  like  period,  the  more 
notable  increases  being  in  Russian  petroleum  and  turpentine. 
There  was  an  increase  of  959  cwt  (3,654/.)  in  Peruvian-bark 
imports  last  month,  and  for  the  nine  months  the  figures  are 
as  under : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Cwt.       ...      35,53  1  27,775  4  0,487 

Value      ...     77,531/.  62,8  1/.  87,337/. 

We  have  imparted  53  2 L6  cwt.  (123,335/.)  of  gum  arabi ; 
this  year,  compared  with  48,024  cwt.  (121,714/.)  for  the  same 
period  of  last  year.  Quicksilver  decreased  by  12,930  lbs. 
(1  299/.)  on  the  month.    The  nine  mont'is'  figures  are  : — 

19C0  1899  1898 

Lbs.  ...  402,278  3,812,181  3,920,781 
Value     ...      47,339/.         403,46?/.  371,412/. 

Unenumerated  drugs  increased  by  10,837/.  in  September, 
the  total  imports  this  year  being  valued  at  893,859/ , 
against  787,792/.  The  exports  of  alkali  were  again  poor 
last  month,  an!  it  seems  likely  that  the  increased  ex- 
parts  of  the  year  (67,598  cwt.)  may  be  turned  into  a  decrease. 
Bleachicg-materia^  also  show  a  decrease  of  20.201  cwt.  this 
year,  although  values  have  g)ne  up  by  33,379/.  The  United 
States  is  buying  more,  but  the  purchases  of  other  countries 
declined  by  45,684  cwt.  The  most  gratifying  feature  of  the 
report  is  that  we  continue  to  send  abroad  increased  quantities 
of  medicines,  the  total  from  January  to  September  being 
valued  at  928.430/.,  against  857,245/.  for  the  same  period  of 
1899.  Our  exports  of  soap  have  been  declining  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  this  year,  this  total  deficiency  bsing 
34,847  cwt. 


Carbolic  Acid  is  the  latest  purchase  by  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  inspectors  in  the  London  suburbs.  They  say  chemists 
should  sell  only  the  B.P.  article,  which  is  absurd,  seeing 
that  the  Boird  of  Trade  recognises  the  8J  per-cent.  aeid  for 
disinfection,  and  this  is  what  the  public  want. 

The  New  Edition  of  The  Art  of  Dispensing  is  well 
thought  of  by  teachers.  Mr.  C.  Edward  Sage,  Ph.C,  F.C.S., 
says  :  "  It  contains  so  much  that  is  the  outcome  of  practical 
experience  in  retail  pharmacy  that  no  student  or  employer 
can  afford  to  be  without  it." 
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pbarmaceuttcal  Examinations. 

THE  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  has  furnished  us  with  the  following  list  of  suc- 
cessful candidates  at  the  October  meeting  of  the  London 
Board  of  Examiners  : — 

Major  Examination. 
Nine  candidates  were  examined,  and  the  following  three 
passed : — 

Brigham,  John  George  Theakston,  Thomas  W., 

Wallis,  Sydney  Wilson 

Minoe  Examination. 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  candidates  were  examined, 
and  the  following  sixty  passed  :  — 
Alcook,  Robert  Frank 


Alexander,  Henry 
Ball,  William  Titus 
Betts,  "William  Maydwell 
Blakely,  Percy  Lewis 
Bracewell,  John  Wm.  Robinson 
Bryan,  David  Allen 
Byron,  Edward  Thomas 
Carey,  Sydenham  Godfrey 
Christopher,  John  Martin 
Cleobury,  George 
Cole,  William  Frederick 
Coonan,  John  Woodroffe 
Cooper,  Edwin  Rawlinson 
Crossley,  Edgar 
Fox,  Thomas  Seely 
Freeman,  Arthur  Owen 
Gateley,  Stephen  Walter 
Harvey,  John  Kentish 
Haworth,  Henry 
Hazelby,  Thomas  Weaver 
Heald,  Gerard 
Hewitt,  Joseph 
Hird,  William  Smith 
Hughes,  Thomas  Edward 
Ingham,  John  Bertram 
James,  Joseph  Marshall 
Jones,  David  Llewellyn 
Jones,  David  Thomas 
Jones,  Walter  John 


Lewis,  Thomas  Ed.  Banks 
Mareoolyn,  Henry  M. 
Mayson,  Wilfrid  Leslie 
Meredith,  Walter  Cecil 
Milestone,  Robert 
Nowell,  J.  P.  Lewis  Duckett 
Perrett,  Frank 
Pethick,  Henry  Thomas 
Potter,  John  Lowthian 
Reavley,  Robert 
Roberts,  Anne  Elizabeth 
Roberts,  William  Evans 
Robinson,  Hilda 
Robinson,  William  Arnold 
Rolfe,  Harry 
Rowlatt,  William 
Ryder,  Arthur  William 
Scott,  Charles  Edward 
Sharp,  Jeremiah 
Shaw,  Vincent 
Sixsmith,  Jabez  Edward 
Smart,  Harry 
Walker,  William  Towler 
Walmsley,  James  Edgar 
Warner,  Stafford  Allen 
Williams,  William  Parry 
Woolley,  Percy 
Wooster,  Herbert  Edward 
Wormald,  John  Exley 
Wright,  Robert 


OCTOBER  MINOR. 

A  Candidate's  Expebiences. 
Having  received  the  official  notification  to  present  myself  for 
the  practical  portion  at  Galen  Place  on  September  24  at  9.40, 
I  duly  appeared  at  the  time  appointed,  and  was  sent  off  to  practical 
chemistry  first,  and  on  my  bench  (No.  13,  by  the  way)  found  a  box 
labelled  "  Sulphur,"  and  was  told  to  identify  the  substance  mixed 
therewith,  which  proved  to  be  lead  nitrate.  The  volumetric  work 
I  had  to  do  was  to  determine  the  percentage  of  ammonia  in  the 
sample  of  ammonium  carbonate  with  the  normal  sulphuric  acid 
provided.  I  did  two  titrations,  and  found  25'37  per  cent,  and 
2521  per  cent.,  taking  an  indefinite  weight  of  the  salt  in  each 
instance.  I  finished. practical  chemistry  just  nicely  in  the  time  at 
my  disposal. 

For  dispensing  I  had  nothing  unusual,  though  the  suppositories 
did  not  turn  out  as  well  as  I  should  have  liked.  The  prescriptions 
were  ;  — 


Ext.  cascar.  sagrad.  liq. 

Tr.  quassire   

Glycerin  

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad 

M.    gj.  t.d.s. 

Ext.  cannabis  ind.  ... 
Camphorre 

Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xij.  Silver. 

Ext.  fllicis  liq. 
Palv.  tragac,  ... 
Ess.  menth.  pip. 
Aq.  ad  

Ft.  mist.    Half  for  a  dose. 

Suppos.  ac.  carbol.  B.P. 
Mitte  vj. 

Ung.  plumbi  carb.  ... 
"  The  ointment." 


5ij. 
5>j. 
Si- 

Svnj. 


5j. 

gr.  j 

gtt. 

SHj. 


5»J. 


I  received  an  intimation  to  attend  for  the  oral  part  of  the 
examination  on  Saturday,  September  29,  at  10.50  a.m.,  and  was 
sent  to  pharmacy  to  begin  with.  I  was  handed  a  pot  of  paraf. 
molle  alb.  to  identify ;  I  said  it  was  white  vaseline,  when  I  was 
pulled  up  shortly  and  asked  if  that  was  a  Pharmacopoeia  name, 
and  was  told  to  call  things  by  their  proper  names.  Next  was 
pix  liquida  ;  then  asked  how  obtained  ?  what  was  it  ?  What  was 
destructive  distillation  ?  fractional  ditto  ?  What  was  repercola- 
tion  ?  Strength  of  ext.  bellad.  liq.  ?  tincture  ?  morphine  strength  of 
tinct.  opii  ?  ammoniated  tincture  ?  extract  ?  liquid  extract  ? 
strengths  of  poisonous  liquors  ?  What  part  of  plant  was  tr. 
aconit.  made  of  ?  what  tr.  digitalis  ?  what  vin.  colchici  ?  Then 
came  prescription-reading.  I  had  two  easy  prescriptions  to  put 
into  full  Latin,  then  read  about  ten  into  English  from  a  collection 
of  prescriptions.  The  only  halt  here  was  at  "  aq.  menthse  ad 
5iv." — what  should  I  dispense?  "  Aq.  menth  vir.,"  I  answered. 
Then  I  was  asked  the  doses  of  tr.  iodi,  aconit.,  bellad.,  opii, 
chloral  hydrate,  syrup  of  chloral  hydrate,  liq.  strych.,  arsenic, 
ext.  ergotaa,  ext.  ergot,  liq.,  phosphorus,  syr.  ferri,  quin.  et 
strych.  phosph.,  codeinas  phosph.  and  its  syrup,  chloroform,  ether, 
and  cocainse  hydrochlor. 

My  next  subject  was  chemistry,  in  which  I  was  asked  all  I 
knew  about  iron  ;  the  ores  ;  which  were  preferred  ?  how  was  the 
metal  extracted?  name  th  pharmacopceial  salts  and  preparations 
into  which  iron  entered.  Then  write  the  equation  for  making 
ferri  phosphas,  and  also  one  to  show  the  oxidising-power  of 
HNO.-,  in  converting  ferrous  sulphate  into  ferric  sulphate  in 
making  liquor  ferri  persulphat.  I  was  then  sent  to  Mr.  Farr  for 
materia  medica.  Was  shown  quillaia-bark, matico-leaves,  galbanum, 
ammoniacum,  Euphorbiapilulifcra,  eucalypius-leaves  to  identify. 
Was  asked  what  eucalyptus-leaves  contained,  what  adulterations 
one  would  expect  in  the  oil,  and  the  tests  for  phellandrene  and 
eucalyptol.  Then  I  identified  the  umbelliferous  fruits,  cumin, 
caraway  (what  percentage  of  volatile  oil  ?),  fennel,  dill,  and  conium. 
The  last  was  a  very  fine  specimen,  and  I  said  I  had  not  seen  so 
fine  before.  Mr.  Farr  told  me  he  had  gathered  this  specimen 
himself,  and  that  what  one  usually  heard  was  that  the  "  Square 
specimens  "  were  different  from  the  ordinary.  The  B.P.  specifies 
the  dried  full  grown  unripe  fruits,  and  in  the  trade  one  did  not 
find  this  ;  the  fruits  in  question  were  large,  green,  and  of  course 
had  the  stalks  on,  which  made  them  look  different.  Then  bella- 
donna leaves  and  root  were  shown,  and  this  finished  a  very 
pleasant  ten  minutes  in  materia  medica.  But  I  had  a  still 
better  time  in  botany  with  Professor  Gibson.  Was  shown  a 
delphinium  and  was  a:?ked  what  it  was  and  to  describe  it,  which 
I  did  ;  how  did  I  know  it  was  not  aconite  ?  The  examiner  then 
showed  me  a  capsular  fruit  and  asked  me  what  it  was.  I  said  it 
was  the  fruit  of  Nigella  sativa.  My  answers  elicited  from 
Professor  Gibson  the  remark  that  I  seemed  to  know  something  of 
what  I  was  talking  about,  and  I  said  botany  was  my  favourite 
pastime.  I  was  then  asked  if  I  knew  anything  peculiar  about 
this  capsule,  and  I  had  to  cut  it  transversely,  and  it  occurred  to 
me  that  he  was  alluding  to  the  false  dissepiments.  This,  the 
happiest  part  of  my  examination,  finished  with  such  questions 
as  what  was  an  enzyme?  what  reserve-materials  do  plants  have 
as  foodstuffs  ?  and  what  was  a  schizocarp  ? 

I  had  scarcely  seated  myself  on  a  funking-chair  before  the 
President  called  me  up  for  congratulations  and  told  me  I  had 
obtained  excellent  marks,  and  recommended  me  to  go  in  for  the 
Major.    I  came  away  a  happy  man.  T.  W.  H. 


COLLEGE  NOTE. 

On  October  4  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Pharmacy 
who  have  qualified  presented  Mr.  Frederick  Davis,  Prin- 
cipal of  the  College,  with  a  gold  chain.  Mr.  Evan  Jones  made  the 
presentation  on  behalf  of  his  fellow- students.  Mr.  Davis  returned 
thanks. 


The  island  of  Barbados  has  a  sulphuric-acid  factory  the 
product  of  which  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  manures 
locally,  the  making  of  soda-water,  and  the  refining  of  rum. 
About  7,000  gals,  were  exported  to  British  Guiana  and 
Trinidad  in  1899. 

The  Wrong  Card. — A  commercial  traveller  on  his  first 
trip  called  upon  a  well-known  chemist.  He  was  nervous  as 
he  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket  and.  drew  out  a  card.  "  I 
represent  that  concern,"  said  the  young  man.  "  You  are 
fortunate,"  replied  the  chemist.  The  commercial  traveller 
was  encouraged.  "I  think  so,  sir,"  he  said;  "and  the 
chemist  who  trades  with  us  is  even  more  so.  My  firm  has 
the  finest  line  of  cosmetics  in  the  country."  "  I  shouldn't 
have  thought  it,"  slowly  responded  the  man  of  medicines  ; 
"  her  complexion  looks  natural !  "  And  he  handed  back  the 
photograph  which  the  young  man  had  given  him  by  mistake. 
The  traveller  left  without  making  any  farewell  remarks. 
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Winter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at  the  Church  House 
on  Monday,  October  8,  the  President  (Mr.  Stead)  in  the 
chair.  The  only  business  was  the  making  of  arrangements 
for  the  annual  dinner,  which  is  to  be  held  on  October  30. 
Mr.  Newsholme,  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
has  accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present.  It  was  decided  to 
also  invite  representatives  from  the  Leeds,  Bradford,  and 
Halifax  Associations. 


Newcastle  Chemists'  Association. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  October  10  at  the 
Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Mr.  Maltby  Clague 
occupied  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of  the  President  through 
illness. 

The  Secretary  submitted  his  report,  which  appealed  for 
better  attendances  at  the  meetings  than  last  year.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Association. 

Parliamentary. 
The  Parliamentary  Committee  entrusted  to  report  on  the 
Federation  circular  had  received  replies,  generally  in  the 
affirmative,  from  the  local  Parliamentary  candidates,  and 
the  committee  were  instructed  to  use  their  endeavours  to 
get  all  the  divisions  which  the  Association  covers  repre- 
sented by  a  divisional  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  act  in  emergencies. 

Weights  and  Measures. 
The  Weights  and  Measures  Committee  were  re-appointed. 
The  Committee  reported  that  they  had  obtained  a  concession 
from  the  authorities  with  whom  the  duty  of  stamping  was 
entrusted,  that  weights  and  measures  sent  for  verification, 
after  being  once  stamped  shall  not  be  charged  for  if  still 
found  accurate.  The  concession  means  a  good  deal  to 
chemists,  who  often  have  several  sets  of  dispensing-weights 
in  use. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Mr.  Ridley  was  re-elected  President,  and  Messrs.  Maltby 
Clague,  Merson,  Wright,  Rose  (Jarrow),  Schofield  (Morpeth), 
and  Foggan  (Bedlington)  Vice-Presidents.  Mr.  Gilderdale 
was  elected  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Kerse  Treasurer.  The 
Council  is  to  consist  of  the  following  members : — Messrs. 
Atkins,  Dudderidge,  Peter  Bell,  Graham,  Pescod,  Brand 
(Wallsend),  Buckley  (North  Shields),  and  Cabey  (Blaydon). 

The  President's  address  is  to  be  delivered  at  the  next 
meeting;  it  was  also  mentioned  that  the  annual  dinner 
would  be  held  on  December  12,  and  that  ladies  would  be 
invited  to  attend. 

Carbolic  Regulations. 
It  was  announced  that  the  Association  was  about  to  issue 
showcards  to  all  its  members,  explaining  the  regulations  for 
the  sale  of  poisons,  especially  in  reference  to  the  sale  of 
carbolic  acid.  The  step  has  been  taken  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  explanations  to  customers,  particularly  in  poorer 
districts,  that  special  bottles  are  required  for  poisons.  The 
Aerated-water  Association  have  issued  a  similar  warning  as 
to  the  use  of  poison-bottles,  so  as  to  prevent  the  bottles  of 
members  of  the  Association  being  used  for  the  purpose. 


Southport  Chemists'  Association. 

Chemists  and  druggists  carrying  on  business  in  the  South- 
port  parliamentary  division  met  at  the  rooms  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  Southport,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  3,  to  discuss  future  legislation  in  regard  to 


pharmacy.  The  following  were  present :—  Messrs.  Geo.  Ball, 
Hy.  Ball,  J.  Righton  (in  the  Chair),  J.  R.  Cave,  Geo.  Crook, 
Geo.  J.  Wilding,  C.  H.  Chester,  A.  J.  Norton,  Robert  McKie, 
W.  Blackbourn,  S.  Ratcliffe,  and  Wm.  Todd  Kabery,  of 
Southport ;  from  Liverpool  there  were  Messrs.  J.  Smith, 
Stockdale,  and  Pearson  ;  and  from  Formby,  Mr.  Kershaw.  A 
letter  of  apology  for  absence  was  read  from  Mr,  Hamnett,  of 
Waterloo. 

The  following  new  officers  of  the  Association  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  ensuing  year  : — Chairman,  J.  Righton  (South- 
port)  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  Pearson  (Waterloo)  ;  Committee,  Messrs. 
Geo.  Ball,  J.  Wilding,  S.  J,  Elliott,  J.  R.  Cave,  and  Mr. 
Stockdale. 

Interviewing  the  Parliamentary  Candidates. 

In  regard  to  this  matter  Mr.  Geo.  Ball  did  not  think 
there  was  any  necessity  to  see  the  candidates,  as  there  was 
no  Bill  before  Parliament  or  in  existence. 

Mr.  John  Smith  agreed,  thinking  it  would  be  altogether 
unwise  to  try  to  get  pledges  which  would  probably  never  be 
required  to  be  fulfilled  ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to 
put  the  Federation  questions  to  the  candidates. 

Mr.  Henry  Ball  seconded  this,  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to, 

The  New  Pharmacy  Bill 

was  the  next  question.  Here  again  Mr.  Geo.  Ball  led  off 
with  the  opinion  that  most  certainly  the  Widows'  Clause 
ought  to  go.  He  then  went  on  to  speak  about  the  member- 
ship of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  advocated  provision 
being  obtained  to  compel  each  registered  person  to  take  out 
a  licence  annually,  and  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society.  He 
further  agreed  to  the  proposal,  "  That  companies  may  not 
practise  the  calling  of  chemists,  &c,  nor  deal  in  nor  dis- 
pense poisons." 

Mr.  J.  Smith  thought  what  Mr.  Ball  suggested  with 
reference  to  membership  and  registration  could  be  accom- 
plished by  by-laws,  without  further  Parliamentary  powers. 
The  matter  would  be  a  very  suitable  subject  for  discussion  by 
the  associations  throughout  the  country.  It  would  certainly 
be  a  very  desirable  thing  to  have  every  chemist  on  the 
register  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  not — as 
obtained  at  present — one-third  loyal  members  and  two-thirds 
of  outside  grumblers.  In  the  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Federation,  whose  report  was  submitted  to  the  meeting,  it 
was  stated  to  be  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee that  the  first  duty  of  the  Federation  was  to  endea- 
vour to  harmonise  the  differences  that  prevailed  amongst 
chemists,  and  to  unite  in  producing  a  Bill  that  would  main- 
tain and  retain  the  just  claims  of  registered  chemists,  while 
reserving  what  was  required  in  the  public  interest.  Agree- 
ment amongst  chemists  was,  as  Mr.  Ball  had  said,  very 
desirable.  With  a  new  Parliament  they  ought  to  pull  them- 
selves together  and  ask  themselves  what  was  the  attainable. 
Let  them  look  at  the  matter  in  a  businesslike  manner — not 
what  they  individually  would  like,  but  let  them  get  the  best 
that  was  attainable.  That  could  not  be  done  by  each  section 
insisting  upon  its  own  set  of  views.  There  must  be  a  little 
give  and  take.  Companies  were  outside  the  law,  and  were 
allowed  to  do  what  the  individual  could  not  do.  That  was 
an  anomalous  and  a  ridiculous  state  of  things.  It  was  very 
necessary  that  associations  such  as  that  should  be  kept  alive. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  he  was 
convinced  that  Clause  2  would  now  have  been  part  of  the 
Companies  Act.  He  thought  it  was  entirely  due  to  that 
organisation  that  that  clause  was  withdrawn.  That  showed 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  in  as  much  life  and  vitality  as 
they  could  command  organisations  such  as  that.  Any  Bill 
that  they  sought  to  introduce  into  Pai  Lament  ought  to  be 
one  that  was  likely  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Govern- 
ment. A  large  and  comprehensive  Bill  would  be  blocked  ; 
they  must  not  seek  to  introduce  a  Bill  with  too  much  con- 
tentious matter  in  it.  He  hoped  all  of  them  there  would 
make  up  their  minds  to  give  support  to  the  Bill  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  was  drafting,  recognising  the  fact 
that  the  men  who  were  responsible  for  it  were  men  like 
themselves,  with  equal  interests,  and  subject  to  the  same 
kind  of  competition  as  they  were. 

Mr.  Stockdale  thought  one  of  the  things  they  were  most 
likely  to  get  was  the  restriction  of  titles  to  individuals.  He 
bought  they  had  little  chance  of  shutting  up  stores ;  the 
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most  that  could  be  done,  he  believed,  was  to  prevent  any 
more  from  being  opened. 

Mr.  George  Ball  said  they  wanted  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  selling  and  dis- 
pensing of  poisons  ought  to  be  done  through  a  registered  man, 
whose  name  should  be  on  the  roll  of  membership.  [We  take 
it  that  Mr.  Ball  means  that  the  Registrar  under  the  Act 
should  know  who  the  manager  of  a  shop  is. — Editor  ] 

Mr.  Pearson  (Waterloo)  also  thought  there  should  be  some 
system  of  registration. 

Mr.  Henry  Ball  (Southport)  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  voluntary  membership,  not  only  in  the  drug-trade,  but 
in  medicine,  was  a  great  evil,  and  advocated  compulsory 
registration.  He  hoped  the  Society  would  succeed  in 
making  a  curriculum  for  the  rising  generation  of  pharma- 
ceutists. He  advocated  the  taking  away  of  titles  from  those 
who  lent  their  names  to  stores,  and  would  like  to  see  the 
pharmaceutists  let  the  patent  medicines  go.  [Several  of 
those  present,  however,  dissented  from  the  latter  view,  it 
being  felt  that  this  would  go  hard  with  those  chemists  who 
carried  on  business  in  small  districts.] 

Mr.  Geo.  Ball  suggested  reducing  the  subscription  to  the 
Society  so  as  to  get  in  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  com- 
pulsory membership. 

Mr.  John  Smith  thought  considerable  pressure  ought  to 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Bloomsbury  Square  people  to  go 
into  these  matters. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  discussion  had  been  profit- 
able. He  agreed  that  the  Widows'  Clause  should  be  done 
away  with  ;  it  had  been  a  failing  in  the  Act  from  the  very 
beginning.  He  approved  of  the  restriction  of  titles,  and  of 
annual  registration.  The  Society  would  be  better  off  with  a 
subscription  of  Is.  6d.  per  member,  and  every  chemist  a 
member,  than  it  was  at  present  with  a  guinea  membership- 
fee.  Limited  companies  should  not  be  allowed  to  keep  open 
shop  for  the  dispensing  or  selling  of  poisons. 

After  some  further  discussion,  it  was  agreed  to  submit 
the  following  suggestion  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  : — 

That  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ought  to  devise  some  means 
by  which  every  registered  chemist  should  become  a  member  of 
the  Society. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  retiring  Chair- 
man (Mr.  George  Ball)  and  the  retiring  Secretary  (Mr.  J. 
Righton)  for  their  services  during  the  past  year.  It  was 
agreed  that  Mr.  J.  R.  Cave  should  be  recommended  as 
Divisional  Secretary,  with  Mr.  Stockdale  as  assistant. 


Graoe^flDarfcs  HppUeo  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost       obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  3, 1900.) 

"  Klensene  "  (no  claim  for  "  Cleanse  ") ;  for  certain  worm- 
powders  and  capsules  for  dogs.  By  Klensene  (Limited),  2 
Oranborne  Road,  Liverpool.  231,266. 

Device  of  horseshoe  and  hand ;  for  veterinary-preparations.  By 
Wm.  Poppelreuter,  54  Portland  Street,  Manchester.  230,939. 

"  Limbil  " ;  for  medicated  beverages  and  foods.  By  Virol 
(Limited),  152  Old  Street,  E.C.  230,939. 

"Morrison's  Cure  for  Asthma,"  and  wording;  for  a  medi- 
cine. By  W.  H.  Morrison,  St.  Anns,  Bridge  of  Allan,  N.B. 
232,121. 

"  Paratinctura  " ;  for  substances  for  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By 
Brady  &  Martin,  Northumberland  Road,  Neweastle-on-Tyne. 
232,373. 

"Vivia";  for  liver-pills,  headache-powders,  &c.  By  R.  Speedie, 
7  Comrie  Street,  Crieff.  232,401. 

"  Pilos  "  ;  for  a  pile-remedy.     By  F.  W.  Jackson,  84  Stockport 

Road,  Ashton-under-Lyne.  232,542, 
"Stefs";  for  a  cough-mixture.    By  W.  Moorhouse,  40  Wood 

Street,  Wakefield.  232,636. 


THE  famous  show-hall  in  Islington  was  never  more  truly 
"  Agricultural "  than  it  is  this  week.  The  casual 
visitor  finds  it  turned  into  a  gigantic  farmyard,  with  lowing 
kine,  cackling  fowl,  crowing  cocks,  and  a  general  air  of 
bucolic  repleteness.  The  central  hall  is  filled  with  cattle, 
and  the  gallery  with  poultry.  Around  the  outside  edges  are 
numerous  exhibitors,  and  the  thing  which  strikes  the  chemist 
visitor  most  in  this  connection  is  the  number  of  firms 
engaged  in  evidently  prosperous  catering  for  ailing  animals. 
The  number  of  cattle-and-poultry-food-and-medicine  shows 
is  large,  and  the  health  of  domestic  animals  is  obviously 
quite  as  well  looked  after  as  that  of  their  human  brethren. 
Nicely-packed  capsules  of  cod-liver  oil,  cod-liver  oil  and 
malt,  Parrish's  food,  pills  and  powders  of  all  descriptions 
and  for  every  animal  complaint  are  to  be  seen  on  all  hands, 
while  foods  and  tonic  spices  are  legion.  Pre-eminent 
amongst  these  in  point  of  omnipresence  are  Spratt's  Patent 
(Limited),  the  biscuit  people.  All  the  poultry-pens  are 
provided  free  by  Spratt's,  and  that  fact  is  legibly  printed  on 
each  pen,  so  that  there  is  no  getting  away  from  Spratt  while 
inside  the  building.  Their  principal  exhibit  is  in  one  of  the 
side  galleries,  where  "  Cardiac,"  a  tonic  spice,  is  being  boomed 
as  the  seasonable  remedy.  The  cod-liver  oil  condiment  of 
B.  C.  Tipper  &  Son  is  that  firm's  latest  and  perhaps  most 
successful  preparation.  It  is  a  palatable  feeder  for  stock  i  n 
powder  form,  and  is  said  to  be  highly  commended  by  vets, 
throughout  the  country.  "  Grul-os  "for  horses  and  Tipper's 
medicated  powders  are  likewise  much  in  evidence.  In 
the  gallery  John  Walton  has  a  neat  little  display  where 
good  business  is  evidently  being  done  in  Walton's  poultry, 
game,  and  dog  foods  and  medicines,  and  an  insect- 
destroying  powder  is  being  specially  pushed.  Day,  Son  & 
Hewitt,  on  the  ground  floor  by  the  main  entrance,  have  an 
efficient  and  impressive  show  of  stockbreeders'  medicine- 
chests  and  the  various  veterinary  preparations  for  which  they 
are  renowned.  Cupiss  balls  are  represented  by  a  neat 
display  in  one  of  the  galleries,  where  "  Experiences  of 
over  half-a-century,"  the  firm's  new  advertising  pamphlet,  is 
much  sought  after.  A  flexible  balling-gun,  the  tube 
consisting  of  a  steel-coil  spring  covered  with  leather,  for 
administering  horse-balls,  seems  an  efficient  instrument. 
Other  good  shows  of  a  similar  character  are  made  by 
Freeman's,  of  Birmingham,  W.  G.  Clarke  &  Sons  (whose 
"  Melox  "  dog-food  is  well  produced,  and  who  deal  large  in 
condiments  in  bulk),  Liverine  (Limited),  J.  H.  Dixon 
Jenkinson,  Ford's  Foods  (Limited),  W.  J.  Wilson  &  Co., 
and  Joseph  Thorley  (Limited)  (who  has  two  shows — one 
being  a  spectacular  exhibit  devoted  solely  to  "  Ovum  ").  To 
these  may  be  added  Hope  &  Sons  (manufacturers  of  the 
Restorine  veterinary  medicines  and  Pynerzone  fluid),  Bovine 
(Limited),  and  the  Molassine  Company. 

The  next  most  striking  feature  is  the  abundance  of  re- 
frigerating machinery.  We  counted  about  half-a-dozen 
large  displays  of  various  kinds  of  refrigerators,  and  each  was 
attracting  more  than  ordinary  share  of  interest.  Perhaps 
the  outcry  against  food-preservatives  may  account  for  this 
and  the  attention  shown  to  such  stalls  as  that  of  the  Linde 
British  Refrigeration  Company  (Limited)  and  Wil- 
lows' Refrigerating  Company  (Limited).  Nevertheless 
there  is  a  big  show  of  "  Arcticanus,"  a  cream-compound  for 
preserving  (for  a  limited  period)  the  pristine  virtue  of  cream. 
"Arcticanus  "  is  a  sweetish  white  powder,  put  up  in  tins,  and 
is  guaranteed  "  absolutely  harmless  and  pure."  Big  business 
in  this  article  is  reported  in  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and 
New  Zealand,  as  well  as  in  this  country.  The  well-known 
annattos  of  R.  J.  Fullwood  &  Bland  are  contained  in  a 
small  but  curiosity-exciting  case  on  the  ground  floor. 
Annatto  still  holds  its  own  as  a  butter-colouring,  according 
to  exhibitors  we  interviewed,  in  spite  of  the  alleged  preva- 
lence of  its  aniline  substitute.  Veterinary  instruments  and 
appliances  are  well  displayed  by  Arnold  &  Sons,  and 
Clark  &  Co.  have  a  fine  exhibit  in  the  gallery  of  their  mul- 
titudinous types  of  syphon-stoves.  These  grow  more  artistic 
and  ornamental  in  appearance  as  time  goes  on.  In  one  of 
the  galleries,  amid  a  display  of  postal-boxes  for  the  transit 
of  eggs,  fruit,  bottles,  &c,  T.  P.  Bethell  are  showing  their 
"  Imprimis  "  and  "  Crown  "  cameras. 
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Medicine=stamp  Acts. 

A  Universal  Skin-lotion. 

At  Walsall  on  October  5,  George  M.  Williams,  patent -medi- 
cine manufacturer,  Forster  Street,  was  summoned  at  the 
instance  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  for  exposing  for 
sale  patent  medicines  without  a  proper  wrapper  provided  by 
the  Inland  Revenue,  and  without  paying  stamp-duty.  For 
the  prosecution  it  was  stated  that  defendant  was  the  manu- 
facturer and  proprietor  of  a  lotion  for  skin-disease,  and  some 
of  the  preparation  was  purchased  from  a  small  shopkeeper 
for  the  purpose  of  legal  proceedings.  The  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  was  loth  to  proceed  against  small  shopkeepers,  and 
a  bottle  was  secured  from  the  defendant,  2s.  6d.  being  paid 
for  it.  The  bottle  was  labelled  "  For  skin-diseases  in 
persons,  horses,  dogs,  or  cats  (!)."  Defendant  was  fined  2?. 
and  costs  in  each  case. 

Market-Place  Vendoes. 

At  Barrow  on  October  8,  Robert  Argentine  was  summoned 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  for  exposing  a  bottle  of 
"  The  Indian  Herbal  Life-giving  Sole  Elixir "  in  the  open 
market-place  without  having  previously  paid  the  stamp-duty 
on  each  bottle.  He  was  found  selling  the  bottles  at  Is. 
each.  Defendant  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  selling  the  stuff  for  years  up  and  down  the 
country,  and  was  under  the  impression  that  if  sold  in  the 
open  market  no  stamp  was  required,  The  Magistrates  fined 
him  40s.  and  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sweet  Spirit  or  Nitre. 

At  Ilkeston  Police  Court  on  October  4,  Arthur  Cockayne, 
drysalter,  Sandiacre,  was  fined  10s.  and  21s.  6d.  costs  for 
selling  6  ozs.  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  not  up  to  B.P.  standard. 

Milk  op  Sulphur. 

At  Ingleton  on  September  29,  Fanny  &  James  Jackson, 
Bentham,  were  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  selling  milk  of  sulphur 
not  of  B.P.  standard.  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  found  it  to  contain 
68'2  per  cent,  of  hydrated  calcium  sulphate.  For  the  defence 
it  was  stated  that  defendants  had  bought  1  lb.  of  the  drug 
from  a  well-known  firm  at  Preston,  and  they  had  only 
sold  the  single  ounce  upon  which  this  summons  had  been 
founded. 

What  is  a  Sufficient  Disclosure  ? 

At  Kensington  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  a  grocer  in  Earl's 
Court  Road  was  summoned  for  selling  as  mustard  an  article 
certified  to  contain  25  per  cent,  of  starchy  matter,  contrary 
to  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Stephens  explained  that  an  inspector  asked  for  J  lb. 
of  mustard.  He  was  served  by  an  assistant,  and  paid  3d.  for 
the  article.  On  opening  the  bag  to  divide  the  article  he 
found  that  inside  had  been  placed  a  small  label  or  notice 
bearing  the  words,  "  This  is  an  admixture,  but  contains  no 
ingredients  injurious  to  health ;  38  and  39  Vict.,  cap.  63." 
The  important  point  in  the  case  was  the  fact  that  the 
inspector  could  not  see  the  notice — assuming  the  label  to 
be  a  notice — until  after  the  purchase  was  completed.  Mr. 
Bird  (the  Magistrate)  elicited  that  the  assistant  weighed 
the  mustard  and  put  it  into  a  paper  bag,  and  while  the  in- 
spector was  dividing  it  he  found  the  small  label.  Mr. 
Bird  said  that  a  notice  undisclosed  is  practically  no  notice 
at  all,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  20s.  and  costs. 


Spice-manures. — In  a  description  of  the  methods  of 
cultivation  of  the  betul  palms,  cardamoms,  and  pepper  in 
the  Kanara  district  of  the  Bombay  presidency,  written  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Mollison,  M.R.A.C.,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the 
system  of  manuring  with  leaf-mould  causes  great  destruc- 
tion. Inquiry  is  recommended  into  the  efficacy  of  castor  cr 
safflower  cake  as  a  substitute, J 


bankruptcies  ant)  failures. 


Be  Charles  Herbert  Blackmore,  165  Broomhall  Street, 
Sheffield,  Herba'ist. 

The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  hoard  at  Sheffield, 
on  October  4.  He  started  in  1897  with  no  capital,  in  a  business 
which  he  had  previously  managed  for  his  brother.  His  liabilities 
were  296?.  15s.,  and  his  assets  139?.  18s.  1(7.  He  attributes  his 
failure  to  the  fact  that  a  firm  of  chemists  had  opened  an  establish- 
ment within  a  short  distance  from  his  shop,  and  this  had  resulted 
in  loss  of  trade.    The  examination  was  closed, 


Be  Ugo  Barroccio  (lately  trading  as  Barroccio  &  Co.), 
3  and  4  Fowkes  Buildings,  Great  Tower  Street,  E.G.,  Olive 
Oil,  &c,  Exporter  and  Importer. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  on  October  8  at  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court.  The  act  of  bankruptcy  alleged  in  the 
petition  was  the  departure  of  the  debtor  in  August  last  with 
intent  to  defeat  and  delay  the  creditors.  An  inspector  attended 
from  the  Court  at  Fowkes  Buildings,  and  has  reported  that  there 
are  a  number  of  cases  there  presumed  to  contain  olive  oil,  &c,  to 
the  value  of  about  700?.  He  also  found  office  furniture,  a  type- 
writer, &c,  together  valued  at  30?.  The  Official  Receiver 
reported  that  the  debtor  had  not  surrendered  under  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  nothing  was  known  regarding  his  present  where- 
abouts. A  resolution  was  passed  for  Mr.  Straus,  chartered 
accountant,  Austin  Friars,  E.C.,  to  act  as  trustee  and  administer 
the  estate  in  bankruptcy.  A  proof  for  3,555?.  was  tendered  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioning  creditors,  and  other  proofs  to  the  amount 
of  1,800?.  were  also  dealt  with  by  the  Chairman.  The  publio 
examination  of  the  debtor  is  fixed  for  November  14. 


EJeefcs  of  arrangement 


Jones,  William  Henry,  16  and  44  Oxford  Street,  Mountain, 
Ash,  chemist.  Trustee,  Gwilym  A.  Evans,  Mountain  Ash, 
accountant.  Dated,  October  4 ;  filed,  October  5.  Secured 
creditors,  630?. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  613?.  lis.  6r?. ;  estimated 
net  assets,  570?.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :  — 


Baxendale  &  Co.,  Manchester 

£ 

..  48 

s. 
0 

d. 

0 

Blyton,  Astley  &  Co.,  Manchester 

..  10 

0 

0 

Carter  &  Co.,  London   

..  14 

0 

0 

Evans,  Leseher  &  Webb,  London 

..  30 

0 

0 

Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  London 

..  15 

0 

0 

Heath  Brothers,  Manchester 

..  10 

0 

0 

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  London 
Holloway's  Wine  Company,  London 

..  15 

0 

0 

..  10 

0 

0 

Home,  C.  Y.,  Bristol   

..  10 

0 

0 

Marshall  &  Co.,  London  ... 

..  10 

0 

0 

Rudmen,  J.,  Bristol  

...  15 

0 

0 

Sutton,  W..  &  Co.,  London 

..  25 

0 

0 

Thomas,  Hugh  William,  Llandudno  Junction  and  Llan- 
fairfechan,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee  and  inspector, 
Edward  Place,  22  Booth  Street,  Manchester,  C.A.  Dated, 
September  17;  filed,  October  4.  Secured  creditors,  98?.  15*.  ; 
liabilities  unsecured,  453?.  Is.  2<?.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  550?. 
By  order  on  terms :  Deed  of  inspectorship  and  assignment  upon 
trust,  &c,  to  secure  the  payment  of  creditors  in  full  as  follows  : 
two  instalments  of  4s.  each  at  three  and  six  months,  and  the 
balance  by  two  instalments  of  6s.  each  at  nine  and  twelve 
months  from  September  24.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
creditors : — 

£   s.  d. 

Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  ...  25  0  0 
Rhydwen,  Jones  &  Davies,  Llandudno ...      10    0  0 

Thomas,  Llandudno    320    0  0 

York  Glass  Company,  York    13    0  0 

Williams,  Thomas  Hughes,  34  Eccleston  Street,  Prescot, 
chemist.  Trustee,  David  P.  Davies,  14  Cook  Street,  Liver- 
pool, I. A.  Dated,  September  28  ;  filed,  October  5.  Secured 
creditors,  20?.  ;  liabilities  unsecured,  193?.  O.s.  2d. ;  estimated 
net  assets,  120?.  9s.  5<?.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
creditors  : — ■  a 

£   s.  d.  ' 

Dennett,  T.,  Prescot    53    0  0 

Gough,  J.  H,  New  Brighton    13    0  0 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool    21    0  0 

Whiteleys  (Limited),  Liverpool    15    0  0 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Andrews,  H.,  and  Keatb,  T.,  under  the  style  of  Andrews 

&  Heath,  Coventry,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
Coupe,  W.,  and  Xilby,  J.  H„  under  the  style  of  H.  Kilby 

&  Co.,  Southport,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  &c. 
McEllig-ott,  M.  G.,  and  Smltb,  W.  B.  A.,  under  the  style 

of  Drs.  McElligott  &   Smith,   physicians  and  surgeons, 

Belper. 

McGowan,  W.   S.,  and  Smith,   H.    E.,   Fairfield,  near 

Manchester,  surgeons. 
Stephenson,  O.  T.,  and  Brown,  It.  P.,  under  the  style  of 

Drs.  Stephenson  &  Brown,  Woolston,  near  Southampton 

physicians  and  surgeons. 
Turner,  B.,  Crosskey,  W.  T.,  IW.B.,  and  Dow,  W.  A., 

M.D.,  under  the  style  of  Turner,  Crosskey  &  Dow,  general 

mediGal  practitioners,  Lewes,  Sussex. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 
Hills,  Frederick  Fltzherbert,  Croydon,  surgeon. 


1ftew  Companies  &  Company  1Rew& 

Anglo-Baku  Oil  and  Trading  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
20O,000Z.,  in  12.  shares (100,000  preference).  Objects:  To  carry  on 
the  business  of  winners  and  refiners  of,  and  dealers  in,  petroleum 
and  other  oils,  manufacturers  of  petroleum-products,  &c.  The 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification, 
2002.  Remuneration,  8502.  per  annum  and  a  share  in  the  profit, 
divisible. 

Phosalite  Company  (Limited). — Capital  4,0002.,  in  12.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  from  Professor  W.  B.  Bottomley  the  benefit 
of  certain  existing  inventions  relating  to  the  preparation  and 
manufacture  of  the  substances  known  as  "phosalite"  and 
"  phosalite  guano,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manure  and 
fertiliser  manufacturers,  chemical-manufacturers,  manufacturing 
and  general  chemists,  &c. 

Williams  Pure  Drug  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5002., 
in  12.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale 
and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men, 
manufacturers  of  electrical,  chemical,  photographic,  surgical,  and 
scientific  apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
are:— R.  Williams,  609  High  Road,  Tottenham,  N.,  manufacturing 
chemist;  J.D. Gibbons,  Southbury  Cottage,  Southbury  Road,  En- 
field, farmer ;  R.  G.  Lewis,  3  Hampton  Villas,  Sydney  Road,  Enfield, 
chemist;  F.  S.  Gibbons,  Fir  Tree  House,  Enfield  Town,  traveller  ; 
E.  S.  Gibbons,  1  Southbury  Road,  Enfield,  wholesale  confec- 
tioner ;  E.  Gibbons,  Fir  Tree  House,  Enfield  Town,  gentleman ; 
and  Mary  G.  Williams,  609  High  Road,  Tottenham.  R.  Williams 
is  the  managing  director.  Registered  by  Messrs.  Judd  &  Manners. 

Edward  Boothman  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  2,0002.,  in  12. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Charles  F. 
Marsden,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
drysalters,  oil-merchants,  general-store  keepers,  tea-merchants, 
wine,  spirit,  tobacco,  and  cigar  merchants,  etc.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are  : — C.  F.  Marsden,  wholesale 
druggist,  C.  C.  Marsden,  cashier,  and  Mrs.  A.  Marsden,  all  of 
106  Spencer  Place,  Leeds;  H.  S.  London,  15  Cambrian  Street, 
Leeds,  traveller  ;  F.  Wilson,  5  Call  Lane,  Leeds,  confectioner  ;  J. 
H.  Corlett,  15  New  York  Street,  Leeds,  commission-agent  ;  and 
C.  H.  Lee,  10  Call  Lane,  Leeds,  boot-dealer.'  The  first  directors 
are  Charles  F.  Marsden  and  Cecil  C.  Marsden.  Remuneration  of 
Charles  F.  Marsden  (managing  director),  32.  per  week  ;  of  Cecil  C. 
Marsden  (director  and  secretary),  25s.  per  week.  Registered 
office,  12  Call  Lane,  Leeds. 


Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  announce  the  usual 
half-yearly  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  on  October  20. 

Fromms  Extract  Company  (Limited). — A  meeting  of 
the  creditors  of  this  company  to  conler  with  the  directors  is 
called  for  Monday,  October  22,  at  16  South  Street,  Finsbury 
E.C.,  at  12  o'clock.  An  offer  has  been  made  for  the  purchase 
of  the  company's  assets. 

Meggeson  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  applications  for  shares 
in  this  company  have  been  so  'general  and  numerous  that 
the  allotment  has  occupied  more  time  than  was  anticipated. 
Letters  were  posted  on  Tuesday.    Much  more  capital  was 


offered  than  was  required,  the  demand  for  ordinary  shares 
being  especially  good.  The  vendors  held  these  shares  in 
order  to  show  their  confidence  in  the  concern,  but  the  appli- 
cants appear  to  have  equalj  confidence  judging  from  the 
number  of  applications. 

Professional  and  Civil  Service  Supply  Association 
(Limited). — The  report  of  this  Association,  whose  head- 
quarters are  in  Edinburgh,  for  the  half-year  ended  June  30 
shows  that  the  fales  in  the  various  departments  for  that 
period  amounted  to  97,9152.,  a  net  decrease  of  2,5342.  compared 
with  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year.  During  the  last 
half-year  there  had  been  expended  on  capital  outlay  sums 
amounting  to  4402.,  while  the  net  profits  for  the  period 
amounted  to  9512. 

Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited). — The 
report  of  the  directors  for  the  year  ended  July  31  states  that 
the  Sicilian  assets  have  been  converted  into  sterling  at  the 
rate  of  27  lire  to  the  pound  sterling  as  against  27.20  last 
year,  and  the  amount  (3,6272.)  arising  from  the  difference 
between  these  two  rates  of  exchange  has  been  placed  to  an 
exchange  reserve  account.  The  gross  profits  on  the  year's 
trading  have  amounted  to  119,7012 ,  which,  with  interest  on 
temporary  investments  and  other  receipts,  brings  the  total 
gross  profits  to  128,0392.  After  deducting  working-expenses 
and  other  items,  including  5,5002.  placed  to  a  reserve  for 
doubtful  debts,  there  remains  a  net  profit  of  84,5782.  The 
amount  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  as  about  10,0002., 
standing  among  sundry  creditors  and  outstandings,  has 
since  been  ascertained  as  9,6482.,  and  has  been  added  to 
the  reserve  against  eventual  depreciation  of  stocks  of 
sulphur,  which  now  amounts  to  34,6232.  Out  of  the  net 
profit  of  84,5782.,  an  interim  dividend  of  3  per  cent,  on  the 
preference  shares  for  the  six  months  to  January  31,  1900, 
was  paid  in  March  last,  absorbing  17,1672.,  and  it  is  now 
proposed  to  pay  a  further  dividend  for  the  second  half  of 
the  year  of  3  per  cent,  on  the  shares,  amounting  to  17,1672., 
making  a  total  distribution  on  the  preference  shares  of 
34,3352.  Of  the  balance,  20  per  cent.,  or  10,0492.,  has  been 
credited  to  the  capital  guarantee  fund  ;  20,7502.  has  been 
credited  to  the  general  reserve  fund,  and  the  remainder, 
19,4442.,  is  divisible  as  follows  :— One-tenth,  1,9442.,  to  the 
preference  shareholders,  which,  with  5602.  standing  to  their 
credit  from  last  year,  will  admit  of  a  further  distribution  on 
this  class  of  shares,  in  addition  to  the  6  per  cent,  as  above,  of 
Id.  per  share  on  the  fully-paid  shares  and  %d.  per  share  on 
the  shares  on  which  15s.  have  been  paid,  carrying  forward 
1202.,  and  the  council  recommend  that  these  amounts  be 
dealt  with  accordingly.  The  remaining  nine-tenths  to  be 
distributed  as  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  or  17,5002., 
directors  recommending  payment  of  a  dividend  of  6(2.  per 
share,  being  50  per  cent,  on  each  ordinary  share. 


H>botograpbic  IRotea. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


Dried  Dry-plates. 

Mr.  Howard  Farmer,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Photographic 
Convention,  introduced  a  novelty  in  his  desiccated  dry- 
plates.  The  water  molecularly  combined  with  the  gelatin  of 
a  sensitive  film  exerts  an  influence  on  the  definition,  detail, 
density,  and  speed  of  the  negative.  The  drier  the  film  the 
better  the  definition,  and  the  greater  the  power  of  rendering 
detail,  the  speed  and  ease  of  developing  density  are  also 
slightly  increased.  Mr.  Farmer  uses  a  flat  water-bath  for 
desiccating  plates.  He  exposes  them  to  the  temperature  of 
200°  F.  for  a  few  minutes  before  putting  the  plates  in  the 
dark  slides.  Desiccation  is  desirable  when  increased 
definition,  detail,  and  brilliancy  are  required,  whilst  if  the 
plates  are  exposed  wet  a  softer  image  can  be  obtained. 

Dark-rooms. 

Judd's  County  and  Parade  Drug-stores,  40  Bath  Street  and 
68  Parade,  Leamington. 

Mr.  Charles  Davis,  chemist  and  druggist,  90  Warwick  Street, 
Leamington. 

Mr.  Henry  G.  Varney,  chemist  and  druggist,  71  High 
Street,  Oxford. 

Messrs.  Geo.  R.  Fisher  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists,  35 
Bath  Street  and  23  High  Street,  Leamington. 


October  13,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


627 


3nternatfonal  Congress  of  Botany. 


THIS  Congress,  of  which  the  opening  meetings  were  reported 
in  the  C.  Sf  D.  of  last  week,  was  carried  through  with 
considerable  success,  and  terminated  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
October  9.  One  of  the  most  appreciative  items  of  the  pro- 
gramme was  the  all-day  excursion  to  M.  Maurice  de 
Vilmorin's  botanical  gardens  at  the  Domaine  des  Barres  on 
Thursday,  October  4  ;  eighty  members  took  part  in  this,  and 
all  were  much  gratified.  Mention  should  also  be  made  of  a 
soiree  musicals  given  on  the  previous  evening  by  M.  Drake 
del  Castillo,  President  of  the  Botanical  Society  of  France 
On  Saturday  evening,  October  6,  a  banquet,  followed  by  a 
reception,  was  given  to  the  foreign  Congressists  by  the 
Botanical  and  Mycological  Societies  of  France.  This  was 
held  at  the  well-known  Marguery  restaurant,  famous  for  its 
nole  Normande.  The  speeches  were  few  and  to  the  point. 
M.  de  Seynes  occupied  the  chair,  and  gave  the  healths  of 
the  foreign  members  of  the  Congress.  He  expressed  the 
pleasure  French  botanists  had  experienced  in  welcoming 
them  to  Paris,  and  was  sure  all  would  benefit  by  a  more 
intimate  acquaintance.  Sir  W.  Thiselton  Dyer,  K.C.M.G., 
Director  of  Kew  Gardens,  replied.  The  reception  that 
followed  the  banquet  was  well  attended,  and  lasted  until 
nearly  midnight.  Mention  should  also  be  made  of  a  charm- 
ing soiree  given  on  Monday  evening,  October  8,  at  the  Hotel 
Continental,  Paris,  by  M.  de  Seynes,  on  whom  the  duties  of 
President  of  the  Congress  have  devolved.  On  this  occasion 
a  number  of  ladies  were  present,  which  added  a  good  deal 
to  the  success  of  the  function.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
the  guests  were  invited  to  partake  of  refreshments,  and 
M.  Guignard,  Director  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy 
(well  known  as  an  eminent  botanist),  seized  the  opportunity 
to  make  a  short  speech,  thankiDg  M.  de  Seynes  for  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  making  the  Congress  of  Botany  a  success. 
M.  de  Seynes  replied,  and  added  a  few  pleasant  words  for 
foreign  guests,  which  were  duly  acknowledged  by  Dr.  Paul 
Magnus,  of  Berlin. 

As  regards  the  papers  read  at  the  various  meetings,  they 
were  so  numerous  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  adhere  to 
the  order  of  the  programme,  and,  in  fact,  supplementary 
meetings  were  held.  The  "  A  "  Hall  in  the  Palais  des  Congres 
was  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  botanists,  and  there  they 
continued  their  meetings  on  Friday,  October  5,  Monday, 
October  8,  and  Tuesday,  October  9.  Amongst  the  papers 
read  were  the  following:  "Adoption  of  an  International 
Unity  in  Micrometric  Measures,"  by  M.  Mussat ;  "Varia- 
bility and  Mutability,"  by  | Hugo  de  Vries.  "The  Flora  of 
the  Klondyke "  was  treated  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Britton,  Director- 
in-Chief  of  the  N.Y.  Botanical  Gardens,  and  official  delegate 
of  the  U.S.  Government.  On  Friday  afternoon,  October  5, 
the  Congressists  visited  M.  Kouy's  botanical  collection  at 
Asnieres,  near  Paris,  where  many  interesting  specimens  of 
the  flora  of  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  and  the  Arctic  regions 
were  inspected.  On  Saturday  morning,  October  6,  an 
exhibition  of  mushrooms  was  opened  at  the  Palais  des 
Congies,  and  was  specially  reserved  in  the  afternoon  for 
members  of  the  Congress  of  Botany.  It  was  an  exceedingly 
interesting  collection  of  400  specimens,  brought  together 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Mycological  Society  of  France. 
The  various  specimens  were  exhibited  on  white  saucers  of 
cardboard,  and  a  number  of  the  best  were  reproduced  in 
water-colours  something  after  the  style  of  the  illustrations 
of  mushrooms  shown  at  South  Kensington.  The  samples 
were  mostly  edible,  the  few  noxious  ones  being  marked 
"  dangerous."  The  Congress  was  brought  to  a  close  after 
the  meeting  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  when  M.  Perrot,  the 
General  Secretary,  gave  a  short  resume  of  the  papers  read, 
and  the  President  made  a  valedictory  speech  suitable  to  the 
occasion. 

The  presence  of  Sir  W.  Thiselton  Dyer  was  particularly 
appreciated  by  the  members  of  the  French  committee,  nor 
were  they  less  gratified  at  the  presence  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Britton, 
(of  New  York),  Mr.  W.  C.  Crawford  (of  Edinburgh),  Mr.  J.  H. 
Maiden  (Director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  Sydney,  and 
Government  Botanist  of  New  South  Wales),  and  other  well- 
known  Anglo-Saxon  botanists,  who  were  very  assiduous  in 
their  attendance  both  at  the  meetings  and  excursions. 

The  visits  of  some  of  these  gentlemen  to  Paris  are  neces* 


sarily  somewhat  rare,  but  they  were  all  evidently  glad  to 
seize  the  opportunity  to  make  or  renew  acquaintance  with 
many  of  their  foreign  colleagues  with  whom  they  correspond, 
or  whose  work  they  know.  In  course  of  a  conversation  I 
had  with  Mr.  Maiden  he  rather  insisted  on  the  value  of  the 
Congress  from  this  point  of  view.  It  gives,  he  said, 
additional  interest  to  one's  work  to  have  the  personal 
acquaintance  of  other  botanists,  and  much  mutual  benefit 
may  result.  Mr.  Maiden,  who  is  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
has  been  spending  some  months  in  Europe,  and  they  intend 
to  spend  a  few  weeks  at  Kew.  They  expect  to  return  to 
Sydney  some  time  next  month.  Both  were  charmed  with 
the  reception  they  met  with  in  Paris,  and  certainly  carry 
away  the  most  pleasant  recollections  of  their  visit.  To 
cite  a  typical  botanist  would  be  to  mention  Mr.  Maiden. 
Bright  and  cheery  in  manner,  and  enthusiastic  in  his  special 
branch,  he  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  members 
of  the  Congress,  while  Mrs.  Maiden  was  one  of  those  ladies 
who  added  charm  to  the  social  gatherings.  Mr.  H.  L. 
Britton,  too,  had  many  a  good  word  to  say  for  his  French 
colleagues.  It  is  nine  years  since  he  was  last  in  Paris. 
What  strikes  him  a  good  deal  about  the  leading  French 
botanists  is  the  fact  that  they  know  their  subject  so 
thoroughly,  and  by  personal  contact  one  soon  finds  that 
they  have  a  store  of  special  knowledge  of  their  own.  Mr. 
Britton  intends  making  a  tour  in  Europe,  and  will  visit 
Switzerland,  Germany,  and  England  before  returning  to  New 
York. 

The  French  members  of  the  Congress  were  principally 
pharmacists,  and,  in  addition  to  the  remarkable  industry 
displayed  in  the  large  number  of  papers  read  at  the  meet- 
ings, they  proved  themselves  to  be  as  genial  a  body  of 
highly-educated  men  as  it  would  be  possible  to  meet  any- 
where. —  Our  Paris  Correspondent. 


ADeMcal  ©leanings. 


Heat-spots. 

"  M.  D."  recommends,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  the 
use  of  ung.  acid,  carbol.  weakened  with  adeps,  and  the 
internal  administration  of  pot.  brom.  and  sodii  bicarb,  in 
mixture. 

The  Popularity  op  Strychnine. 
The  modern  craze  for  nervine  tonics  has  resulted  in  a 
very  large  consumption  of  medicine  in  all  forms  and 
combinations  containing  strychnine,  remarks  the  Medical 
Press.  It  is  a  fortunate  circumstance,  continues  our  con- 
temporary, that  the  official  dose  of  strychnine  is  so  small 
that  it  has  practically  little  effect  when  taken  continuously. 
It  is,  however,  gradually  becoming  known  that  these  small 
closes  are  practically  inoperative,  and  it  is  in  consequence  of 
the  increasing  quantities  of  strychnine  which  it  is  becoming 
the  fashion  to  take  that  caution  is  needed.  The  undesira- 
bility  of  the  use  of  strychnine  in  cases  of  hemiplegia  should 
be  more  emphasised,  and  the  need  for  this  will  become  more 
manifest  as  the  modern  fashion  of  giving  larger  doses  of 
strychnine  than  is  officially  recommended  becomes  general. 

Dangers  of  Carbolic  Lotion. 
In  a  recent  article  on  "Carbolic  Gangrene"  Dr.  F.  B. 
Harrington  warns  his  medical  confreres  against  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  dilute  solutions  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  dressing 
for  wounded  surfaces.  He  reports  eighteen  cases  of  gangrene, 
seen  by  himself  during  the  last  five  years  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  which  resulted  from  the  free  use  of  dilute 
carbolic  acid  for  the  treatment  of  slight  wounds  and  bruises. 
He  states,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  an  aqueous  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  (1  to  5  per  cent.),  if  applied  to  an  extremity, 
as  the  fingers  or  toes,  for  a  number  of  hours  in  the  form  of  a 
moist  dressing,  may  produce  gangrene  and  total  destruction  of 
the  part.  This  result  is  directly  due  to  the  action  of  the 
carbolic  acid,  which  slowly  penetrates  into  the  deeper 
tissues,  where  it  acts  directly  upon  the  red  and  white  blood- 
corpuscles,  producing  thrombosis,  and  so  destroying  the 
nutritive  processes  of  the  tissues.  Dr.  Harrington  urges  the 
profession  to  teach  the  public  some  safer  treatment.  Equally 
effective  and  far  safer  dressings  are,  he  says,  witch-hazel 
essence  or  solution  of  borax  or  boric  acid.  Pharmacists 
should  remember  this  in  view  of  the  widespread  use  of 
carbolic  lotion  for  wounds. 
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practical  motes. 


Extract  of  colocynth 
Extract  of  aloes 
Extract  of  henbane  .. 


Epenstein's  Aperient  Pills. 

  25  gr. 

 50  gr. 

 m  gr- 

Make  a  mass  with  liquorice  (extract  and  powder),  and  divide 
into  fifty  pills. 

— Phar.  Zeitung, 

Depilatory. 

Dr.  Alsneli  says  that  two  applications  of  a  mixture  made 
according  to  the  following  formula  will  bring  away  the  hair 
as  the  application  peels  off  : — 

Tincture  of  iodine   0'5  gramme 

Turpentine   ...       ...       ...       ...      10  gramme 

Castor  oil    1'5  gramme 

Alcohol   10  0  grammes 

Collodion   40'0  grammes 

Mix. 

Tommy  Atkins's  Diarrhcea-mixture. 
The  following  formula,  according  to  the  Pacific  Medical 
Journal,  is  for  a  diarrhoea-mixture  used  in  the  hospital- 
camps  of  Lord  Koberts's  army  in  the  Transvaal : — 

Oil  of  cajuput    1J  dr. 

Oil  of  anise  lj  dr. 

Oil  of  jumper  1£  dr. 

Ether   J  oz. 

Haller's  acid  elixir  (N.P.)   ^  oz. 

Tincture  of  cinnamon  to    ...       ...    2  oz. 

Dose  :  Prom  15  to  30  minims  administered  at  intervals  of  two 
to  three  hours. 

Formaldehyde  Tooth-wash. 

The  Pkarmaceutisclte  Post  recommends  the  following 


Formaldehyde 
Tincture  of  benzoin. 
Tincture  of  myrrh  . 
Oil  of  peppermint  . 
Oil  of  anise  ... 
Oil  of  cassia  ... 
Oil  of  cinnamon 
Cochineal 
Alcohol 


50 
200 

50 
3 
2 
1 

15 
2 

1000 


Mi. 


Eau  de  Toilette. 


Tincture  of  tolu      ^   140 

Tincture  of  orris  ...       ...       ...  300 

Oil  of  bergamot    10 

Oil  of  ylang-ylang   4 

Vanillin    £ 

Essence  of  musk    4 

Eectified  spirit  ...       ...       ...  550 

All  by  weight.    Mix,  and  filter. 

A  cDrrespondent  of  the  Pharm.  Zeitung  says  this  produces 
a  preparation  like  Lubin's. 

Compound  Solution  of  Hypophosphites. 
Mr.  Ferdinand  A.  Sieker  communicates  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Review  the  following  formula  for  a  preparation 
of  hypophosphites  without  sugar,  because  it  is  stated  that 
syrups  sometimes  cause  gastric  disturbances,  and  a  com- 
mercial solution  has  been  introduced  in  the  United  States : — 

grm. 
grm, 
grm. 
grm. 
grm. 
grm. 


Calcium  hypophosphite   

Potassium  hypophosphite  ... 

Sodium  hypophosphite   

Ferric  hypophosphite  ... 

Manganese  hypophosphite  

Quinine,  alkaloid 
Diluted   hypophosphorous  acid 

(10  per  cent.)   

Strychnine  sulphate  

Potassium  citrate   

Citric  acid  

Glycerin   

Compound  spirit  of  orange,  U.S.P. 

Alcohol   

Solution  of  saccharin,  N.P. 
Water  sufficient  to  make  


8-75 
8-75 
2-20 
4'38 
2-20 
214 

5-5 


c.c. 


5-5 

0'7 
250-0 

8-5 
90-0 

8-0 
1000-0 


0  0685  grm. 
grm. 
grm. 
c.c. 
c.c. 
c.c. 
c.c. 


to  which  the  hypophosphorous  acid  has  been  added.  (This  solution 
should  have  a  distinct  acid  reaction  toward  blue  litmus-paper.) 
Mix  the  two  solutions,  add  the  calcium,  sodium,  and  potassium 
hypophosphites,  the  strychnine  sulphate,  and  sufficient  water  to 
make  625  c.c,  and  warm  until  solution  has  been  effected.  To  the 
cool  solution  add  the  glycerin,  the  compound  spirit  of  orange, 
previously  diluted  with  the  alcohol,  and  the  solution  of  saccharin. 
Filter,  and  pass  sufficient  water  through  the  filter  to  make 
1,000  c.c. 

The  solution  of  saccharin,  N.F.,  should  be  prepared  from 
saccharin  that  is  500  times  as  sweet  as  cane  sugar.  This 
solution  keeps  well,  retaining  its  greenish-yellow  colour  for 
months  if  stored  in  full  amber-coloured  bottles.  Mr.  Sieker 
has  observed  a  precipitate  in  compound  syrup  of  hypophos- 
phites, N.F.,  and  on  analysing  it  found  it  to  be  calcium 
citrate,  (CliH,iO,).!Ca3.4H.iO. 


c.c, 


Dissolve  the  ferric  and  manganese  hypophosphites  with  the  aid 
of  the  potassium  citrate  and  citric  acid  in  150  c.c.  of  water  by 
boiling.    Dissolve  the  quinine  by  boiling  it  with  200  c.c.  of  water 


LAB.  DRILL. 

(After  Ramsay.') 
The  regiment  is  marshalled  in 

And  ordered  to  "  buretting," 
Then  exercised  in  salts  of  tin, 

Or  formed  up  for  "  pipetting  " ; 
The  major-domo  marks  the  pace, 

Allows  no  intromission 
Of  needless  brain-work  in  the  case, 

For  method  is  his  mission. 


He  sizes  up  in  calm  review 

The  "  items  "  set  before  him  ; 
Should  witless  wight  think  something  new, 

'Tis  best  but  to  ignore  him. 
In  chemistry — that  priceless  art — 

Rare  prizes  and  medallions 
Are  only  gained  when  Antim.  Tart. 

Is  tested  in  battalions. 

So  side  by  side  in  even  rank 

Be  always  at  attention  ; 
And  They  will  turn  the  Knowledge  Crank, 

Each  man's  the  same  dimension. 
Perform  together  rigidly, 

In  clockwork  evolution, 
And  Profs,  will  fill  you  frigidly 

With  Science  in  solution. 

t>  Drugs  to  the  value  of  1,000/.  were  sent  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  Fiume,  Austria-Hungary,  during  1899,  also 
spices  valued  at  3,000/.  The  exports  from  Fiume  to  the 
U.K.  included  "carbolic,  carbonic,  and  acetic  acids  "  valued 
at  10,000/. 
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Food  and  Bruqs:  a  Manual  for  Traders  and  Others.  By 
C.  J.  Higginson.  7£  x  5.  Pp.  179.  2*.  6d.  London  : 
Effingham  Wilson. 

An  intimate  knowledge  of  the  vagaries  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  has  become  a  necessity  to  the  present-day 
pharmacist.  In  this  book  the  author  has  endeavoured  (and 
with  considerable  success)  to  consolidate  the  four  Acts  in 
operation  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs. 
The  original  Act  (1875)  has  been  taken  as  a  basis,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Amendment  Act  of  1879,  the  Margarine 
Act,  1887,  and  the  Act  passed  last  year  have  been  embodied 
in  it,  showing  in  how  far  they  modify  or  enlarge  its 
operation.  The  "  Table  of  Cases"  in  the  fore-part  of  the 
book  begins  pharmaceutical^  enough,  "  Attfleld  v.  Taylor, 
57,  J. P.  357,"  being  for  alphabetical  reasons  the  very  first 
case  mentioned,  but  there  are  few  references  to  pharma- 
ceutical cases  throughout.  In  the  Introduction  a  concise  and 
interesting  summary  of  the  more  important  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1899  is  given,  and  the  four  Acts  are  printed  in  full  at 
the  end  along  with  the  L.G.13.  General  Orders  regarding  the 
registration  of  manufactories  and  premises,  and  the  regula- 
tions as  to  competency  of  public  analysts.  The  general 
method  adopted  throughout  is  to  quote  a  particular  section 
of  the  Act,  and  retail  the  decisions  of  cases  given  under 
that  section  with  explanatory  comments.  Under  the  head- 
ing "  Exceptions  to  Section  6,  1875,"  we  find  the  following 
comment : — 

No  offence  is  committed 

3.  "  Where  the  food  or  drug  is  compounded  as  mentioned  in  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts." 

The  absence  of  any  description  or  definition  of  compounded 
food  or  drugs  in  any  of  the  Acts  renders  this  exemption  useless. 

The  case  of  Beardsley  v.  Walton  &  Co.  (C.  %  D.,  February  10, 
1900,  page  264),  a  prosecution  under  this  section  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  12  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor,  is  quoted 
to  illustrate  this,  it  being  held  that  camphorated  oil  (a 
compounded  drug)  did  not  come  within  the  exemption, 
and  the  seller  was  convicted.  The  "arsenical  soap  "  and 
beeswax  cases  are  referred  to,  and  the  vexed  question 
of  invoice  or  label  as  warranty  made  as  clear  as  it 
can  be  by  various  examples,  amongst  them  the  ground 
ginger  and  "  Grimble's  Vinegar"  cases.  In  discussing 
the  Margarine  Act  it  is  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
subtle  but  appreciable  distinction  between  "  offering  to  sell" 
and  "offering  for  sale."  To  offer  to  sell,  by  means  of  hand- 
bills, margarine  under  another  name,  does  not  constitute  an 
offence,  but  to  offer  margarine  for  sale  would  render  the 
vendor  liable  unless  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were 
complied  with.  The  book  is  dry  and  unassuming,  but  its 
careful  compilation  and  multitude  of  facts  make  it  a  useful 
adjunct  to  the  pharmacist's  library. 

Chemical  Technology.  Edited  by  C.  E.  Groves,  F.R.S.,  and 
W.  Thorp,  B.Sc.  Vol.  III. :  Gas-lighting,  by  Charles 
Hunt.  Pp.  xviii.  +  312.  18s.  London  :  J.  &  A.  Churchill. 

The  first  and  second  volumes  of  this  series  appeared  in 
1889  and  1895,  and  the  third  volume  has  recently  been  pub- 
lished. The  rapid  increase  in  our  knowledge  of  the  chemis- 
try of  the  arts  has  driven  us  to  specialism  in  all  branches  of 
applied,  as  well  as  in  pure  chemistry.  It  is  to  the  specialist 
in  applied  chemistry  that  these  volumes  appeal  most, 
although  there  are  none  who  are  the  least  interested  in 
chemistry  to  whom  they  are  devoid  of  interest.  The  great 
value  of  the  series  lies  in  the  fact  that  each  book  is  written 
by  one  or  more  specialists  in  the  branch  of  manufacture, 
men  of  practical  experience  as  well  as  theoretical  knowledge, 
the  whole  series  being  edited  by  so  well-known  a  scientist 
as  Mr.  C.  E.  Groves,  assisted,  so  far,  by  the  late  Mr.  William 
Thorp,  B.Sc. 

Vol.  III.,  which  is  well  illustrated,  deals  in  detail  with  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  and  with  the  practical  aspect  of  gas 
illumination.  We  have  gone  carefully  through  this  portion 
of  the  subject,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  we  are  unable  to 
find  any  fault  with  so  thorough  a  work  as  that  by  the 
manager  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Gasworks.  In  the 
more  purely  chemical  portion  of  the  subject  we  find  a  very  | 


exhaustive  series  of  analyses  of  coal,  and  a  useful  sum- 
marised account  of  the  products  of  carbonisation,  with  as 
much  as  is  necessary  of  the  pure  chemistry  of  the  process. 
When  we  turn  to  ammoniacal  liquor  we  find  not  only  a  com- 
plete account  of  this  substance  as  a  subsidiary  product  of 
gas-making,  but  details  of  the  method  for  analysing  and 
valueing  it.  These  details  are  full,  accurate,  and  well  serve 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended — viz.,  as  a  guide  for 
the  man  who  wishes  to  master  his  subject  from  the  practical 
as  well  as  the  theoretical  side.  About  a  dozen  pages  are 
devoted  to  the  analysis  of  gas,  and  although  we  do  not  wish 
to  grumble  at  so  excellent  a  work,  we  should  have  liked  to 
see  a  little  fuller  treatment  of  this  portion  of  the  subject,  for 
we  are  bound  to  recognise  how  deeply  the  practical  working 
of  manufacturing  processes  is  dependent  on  the  accuracy  of 
purely  scientific  and  analytical  knowledge.  Nor  do  we 
quite  understand  why  so  important  a  subject  as  the  testing 
of  the  illuminating-power  of  coal-gas  is  passed  over.  The 
official  methods  for  testing  for  impurities  are  well  described, 
but  we  think  the  subject  of  photometry  might  well  have 
monopolised  twenty  or  thirty  pages,  especially  in  view  of  the 
recent  alterations  in  official  methods  and  apparatus.  But 
these  are  mere  details ;  the  book  is  so  good  as  to  be  quite 
indispensable  to  anyone  who  has  the  least  interest  in  the 
manufacture  of  gas  or  who  is  at  any  time  called  on  to  deal 
with  the  subject. 

A  few  words  on  the  two  previous  volumes  will  not  be  out 
of  place  here.  Vol.  I.  (by  Dr.  E.  J.  Mills  and  F.  J.  Rowan) 
deals  exhaustively  with  fuel  and  its  applications.  It  is  pro- 
fusely illustrated,  and  covers  an  extremely  wide  field.  We 
are  here  taken  through  the  history  of  coal  from  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  its  formation  to  the  time  of  its 
complete  developement,  and  full  and  accurate  details  of  the 
composition  and  properties  of  the  products  in  the  various 
stages  are  given.  There  is  certainly  no  other  work  in  the 
English  language  that  treats  the  subject  in  anything  like  so 
full  and  scientific  a  manner.  The  applications  of  fuel  to  th  e 
various  arts,  and  the  suitability  of  the  numerous  appliances 
which  come  under  discussion,  for  the  several  purposes  in 
question,  are  dealt  with  very  fully.  Retorts,  boilers,  stills, 
stoves,  hot-water  pipes,  and  many  other  fuel-consuming 
appliances,  are  well  and  exhaustively  described.  The 
scientific  aspect  of  combustion,  especially  as  referring  to  the 
theory  of  heat  as  depending  on  the  recognised  laws  of 
thermodynamics,  is  dealt  with  in  a  very  masterly  manner, 
too  much  mathematical  calculation  having  been  spared  the 
reader,  whilst  the  subject  has  not  been  allowed  to  suffer 
from  a  lack  of  sufficient  mathematical  treatment.  This 
volume  may  certainly  be  described  as  the  classical  work  on 
the  subject.  From  a  chemical  point  of  view  we  are  most 
interested  in  Vol.  II.,  which  deals  with  lighting  (other  than 
gas),  and  is  divided  into  sections  as  follows  : — (1)  Fats  and 
oils,  by  W.  Y.  Dent ;  (2)  Stearine  industry,  by  J.  McArthur  ; 
(3)  Candles,  by  L.  and  F.  A.  Field;  (4)  Petroleum,  by 
Boverton  Redwood ;  (5)  Miners'  safety-lamps,  by  B. 
Redwood  and  D.  A.  Louis.  The  first  section  is  an  excel- 
lently written,  succinct  account  of  the  more  common 
illuminating  oils,  which,  while  covering  the  ground  required 
by  all  except  the  oil  expert,  does  not  pretend  to  cover  the 
ground  of  such  works  as  Allen  or  Benedikt.  This  is 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  less  than  fifty  pages  are  devoted 
to  this  section.  Although  the  section  is  not  a  very  com- 
plete treatment  of  the  subject,  there  arc  very  few  errors  of 
commission,  a  few  trifling  slips  such  as  attributing  Hubl's 
work  on  beeswax  to  Hehner  being  all  that  one  can  find 
fault  with.  The  other  sections  are  all  of  interest  and  well 
written,  that  on  petroleum,  however,  being  somewhat  over- 
shadowed by  the  far  larger  work  by  Redwood  published 
separately.    We  can  heartily  recommend  the  whole  series. 


The  Secret  Salt. — A  new  automobile  has  been  invented 
by  a  Russian  named  Hutal  Serky,  who,  it  is  stated,  has 
discovered  a  new  system  of  locomotion,  based  on  the  use  of 
a  certain  kind  of  salt,  the  composition  of  which  is,  as  yet, 
his  secret.  Two  pounds  of  this  salt  placed  in  the  box  of  the 
automobile,  and  subjected  to  a  certain  heat,  forms  a  gas 
which  puts  a  cylinder  in  movement.  The  automobiles  that 
were  tried  in  Moscow  produced  the  best  results.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia,  who  takes  great  interest  in  this  invention, 
intends  to  send  Serky  to  Paris  to  make  known  his  secret. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Worthless  Essential  Oils. 

Sir, — May  I,  in  a  few  words,  warn  your  readers  of  two 
men  (one  of  them  a  Frenchman)  who  are  trying  to  palm  off 
worthless  essential  oils  on  the  credulous  and  inexperienced 
among  us  1  They  have  imposed  upon  a  friend  of  mine,  and 
I  imagine  that  he  is  not  the  only  one  who  has  been  deceived 
by  them.  I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

London,  October  10.  J.  H.  CAIN. 

Who  Wants  Stramonium-seeds  ? 

Sir, — A  few  seeds  sown  haphazard  in  our  garden  have  re- 
sulted in  the  development  of  some  healthy  stramonium- 
plants,  which  have  now  arrived  at  maturity.  If  your  readers 
would  like  a  few  seeds  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  in  sending 
them,  so  that  next  season  they  can  try  their  hand  at  stra- 
monium-growing. Yours  faithfully, 

F.  H,  Alcock. 
Grange  Farm,  Brandwood  End,  Birmingham, 
October  2. 

Mercury  v.  Mercurial. 

Sir, — In  the  "  Mercurial  Ointment  "  case  reported  in  your 
issue  of  this  date  no  one  appears  to  have  pointed  out  that 
the  title  just  quoted  is  not  a  pharmacopoeial  title  at  all,  and 
never  has  been.  "  Mercury  ointment,"  1898  ("  ointment 
of  mercury  "  of  several  previous  Pharmacopoeias,  including 
the  last  P.L.)  is  no  doubt  the  old  ung.  hydrarg.  fort,  of  1836, 
still  so  called  by  some  wholesale  houses.  But  "  mercurial 
ointment,"  I  submit,  may  be  any  ointment  prepared  from 
mercury.  Popularly  it  means  the  old  ung.  hyd.  mitius, 
which  is  a  much  safer  article  for  popular  use  than  ung. 
hydrarg.,  and  therefore  sold  to  the  advantage  of  the  pur- 
chaser, not  to  his  detriment.  In  agricultural  districts 
"  mercurial  ointment,"  when  ordered  by  the  pound,  means 
sheep  ointment,  for  which  every  maker  has  his  own  recipe. 
We  have  in  the  B.P.  mercurial  plaster  and  lotion,  and  in 
1885  we  had  "  mercurial  pill,"  but  this  is  now  altered  to 
"  mercury  pill."  Yours  truly, 

Market  Place,  Ampthill,  James  Brown. 

October  6. 

An  Explanation. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  dated  August  11,  "Australian  News," 
your  paragraph  headed  ,:  Kenworthy  Appeal  Case  "  states 
that  the  plaintiff  held  the  Western  Australian  qualification. 
The  plaintiff  does  not  hold  the  Western  Australian  certificate 
of  registration  under  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1894. 
His  claim  for  registration  in  New  Zealand  was  under  a 
clause  in  the  N.Z.  Act  which  admits  those  in  business  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  but  the  clause  did  not  specify  "  in  New 
Zealand,"  although  the  full  Court  has  decided  that  it  refers 
only  to  their  own  colony.       Yours  respectfully, 

Alfred  E.  Webster, 
Registrar, 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 
Fremantle,  September  8. 

[To  make  the  matter  quite  clear  we  may  state  that  Mr.  Ken- 
worthy  had  been  in  business  in  Western  Australia,  and  upon  that 
he  based  his  New  Zealand  application.— Editor.] 

The  Irish  Equabb'e. 

Sir, — In  your  condensed  report  of  the  discussion  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
Dr.  McWalter  is  reported  to  have  said  :  "  There  was  a  feeling 
that  the  fact  of  candidates  being  of  a  different  religion  or 
politics  from  the  whole  of  the  Council  rather  interfered  with 


their  chances  of  passing  the  examination,  and  if  it  came  to 
a  mark  or  two  they  had  not  the  same  chance  as  others."  At 
the  meeting  both  Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston  "and  myself,  as  officers 
of  the  Society,  repudiated  the  insinuation ;  but  as  our 
remarks  are  not  reported  this  must  be  my  excuse  for  re- 
ferring to  the  matter  again.  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being 
an  examiner  for  five  years,  and  during  all  that  time  cannot 
recall  a  single  instance  in  which  a  candidate's  religion  or 
politics  was  either  directly  or  indirectly  referred  to. 
Furthermore,  as  each  candidate  has  a  number  assigned  to 
him,  the  examiners  do  not  know  either  his  name  or  address 
before  the  marks  are  made  up,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  be  influenced  either  one  way  or  the  other,  and  as 
the  awarding  of  marks  is  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
examiners  the  Council  cannot  interfere  in  the  matter  what- 
ever. I  am  reluctant  to  believe  that  such  a  feeling  prevails 
amongst  candidates,  no  matter  to  which  party  they  belong  ; 
and  I  think  Dr.  McWalter  would  have  been  serving  the 
interests  of  the  Society  better  if  he  had  not  introduced  such 
a  bogus  "  grievance  "  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  pharma- 
ceutical body  in  Dublin  have  managed  so  far  to  keep  free 
from  party  or  sectarian  differences,  and  I  am  sure  it  is 
the  desire  of  every  member  that  it  may  long  continue  so. 
Although  I  have  known  Dr.  McWalter  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  have  worked  with  him  on  committees,  I  do  not  know 
either  his  religion  or  politics,  except  from  what  I  gather 
from  his  remarks  on  Monday  night.     Yours,  &c, 

John  Smith 
(Examiner  Materia  Medica  and  Botany). 
3  Terenure^  Road,  Dublin,  October  6. 

[We  received  more  of  the  report  of  the  meeting  after  last  week'8 
Chemist  and  Druggist  was  published.  It  gives  a  reply  by  Mr. 
Wells  (corroborated  by  Mr.  Conyngham)  to  Dr.  McWalter's  state- 
ments, as  well  as  the  refutation  above  referred  to.  Mr.  Smith's 
letter  renders  further  reference  to  the  meeting  unnecessary. — 
Editor.] 

Dr.  Edmunds  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

SIR,— I  fail  to  understand  the  position  of  Dr.  Edmunds. 
We  naturally  read,  with  interest,  what  a  man  of  his  intelli- 
gence and  position  has  to  say  on  a  subject  of  which  he  ought 
to  know  something,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  he  fails  to 
grasp  the  necessity  for  pharmaceutical  legislation  of  any 
kind.  He  says  :  'Political  economy  prescribes  free  trade  and 
open  competition  between  all  traders  who  supply  the  public." 
Then  he  adds  :  "  No  sort  of  monopoly  should  be  established 
unless  its  establishment  be  shown  to  be  for  the  public  good." 
His  first  proposition  is  a  most  debatable  one.  There  are 
many  countries  in  which  it  is  held  that  protection  is  the 
main  plank  in  what  may  be  called  the  science  of  political 
economy,  and  these  nations  are  made  up  of  men  who  are 
quite  as  able  to  form  correct  opinions  on  matters  relating  to 
political  economy  as  we  are.  Besides,  the  question  of  the 
confinement  of  poisons  to  the  hands  of  qualified  men  does 
not  in  any  way  conflict  with  free-trade  principles,  and  no 
monopoly  is  established  by  the  Pharmacy  Act.  A  monopoly 
is  only  established  where  a  trade  is  carried  on  under 
circumstances  which  destroy  competition  ;  but  in  the  ranks 
of  qualified  pharmacists  competition  is  as  keen  as  it  is  any- 
where else. 

Dr.  Edmunds's  second  proposition  indicates  that  he  is  not 
of  the  opinion  that  it  is  in  the  public  interest  that  the  sale  of 
poisons  should  be  restricted  to  qualified  men.  Well,  there 
is  not  a  civilised  Government  in  the  world  at  the  present 
time  which  does  not  conflict  with  Dr.  Edmunds  on  this 
point.  In  every  civilised  country  the  sale  of  poisons  is 
restricted  in  some  way,  and  in  this  country  pharmacy  law 
did  not  come  at  the  instigation  of  chemists,  but  was  forced 
on  them  by  legislators  who  thought  the  people  ought  to  be 
protected  from  the  danger  of  unrestricted  dealing  in  poisons. 

Dr.  Edmunds  also  appears  to  think  it  is  impossible  to  find 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  poisons  which  ought  to  be 
scheduled  and  poisons  which  ought  not.  We  are  all  agreed 
that  the  schedules  are  at  present  very  imperfect,  and  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  deal  with  this  matter  soon  ;  but  we  will 
probably  be  always  confronted  with  a  fine  line  between 
restricted  and  unrestricted  poisons.  I  may  add,  however, 
that  carbolic  acid  is  not  anywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  this  fine 
line,  as  it  has  been  proved  to  be  the  most  cruel,  and  almost 
the  most  deadly,  of  all  poisons.  Restriction  of  the  sale  of 
this  poison  has  not  come  as  a  result  of  agitation  by  chemists, 
I  but  as  a  result  of  memorials  from  coroners  and  others  all 
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over  the  country.  In  fact,  a  vast  majority  of  chemists 
would  have  been  opposed  to  the  scheduling  if  they  had  been 
called  on  to  express  an  opinion,  as  it  has  only  been  obtained 
by  sacrificing  some  of  the  very  foundation  stones  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act. 

Then  Dr.  Edmunds  got  s  on  to  make  the  startling  statement 
that  scheduling  will  neither  prevent  suicide  nor  accident. 
Here  he  has  simply  no  case.  There  is  no  law  which 
absolutely  prevents  the  abuses  it  is  meant  to  correct ;  but 
that  carbolic  acid  will  be  less  dangerous  to  the  public,  as 
sold  under  regulations,  than  it  was  when  handed  out  in  beer- 
bottles,  tin  jugs,  teacups,  &c,  without  label  or  caution,  is,  I 
should  think,  clear  to  any  open-minded  person.  In  fact,  the 
scheduling  of  carbolic  acid  constitutes  the  best  proof  we 
have  ever  had  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  has  been  performing 
its  proper  functions  faithfully  and  well.  In  the  case  of  no 
other  poison  have  there  been  so  many  accidents.  This  alone 
is  proof  of  the  fact  that  scheduling  poisons  prevents  accidents  ; 
but  we  have  far  better  proof  of  the  work  being  done  through 
the  Pharmacy  Act  in  the  fact  that  no  other  poison  has 
formed  the  medium  for  so  many  suicides.  Why  should  a 
suicide  select  carbolic  acid  as  a  poison  ?  It  is  one  of  the 
most  painful  poisons  we  have  ;  it  is  a  slow  poison  ;  death 
under  its  influence  is  particularly  ghastly  ;  a'most  any  other 
poison  is  preferable,  but  any  other  poison  could  nob  be  got 
without  awkward  questions  being  asked,  and  the  suicide  is 
particularly  nervous  about  questions. 

There  is  a  darker  page  still.  Nobody  knows,  nobody  ever 
can  know,  how  many  times  this  poison  has  been  used  as  a 
medium  for  murder.  A  woman  is  weary  of  her  married  life  ; 
she  gets  a  gill  of  carbolic  acid  in  a  beer-bottle  from  an  oil- 
shop — there  is  no  label  of  any  kind  on  the  bottle — and  places 
it  in  the  corner  usually  occupied  by  her  husband's  beer- 
bottle;  the  husband  comes  home  intoxicated,  drinks  the 
carbolic  acid,  and  at  the  inquest  a  verdict  of  accidental 
death  is  returned.  Under  the  new  regulations,  if  carbolic 
acid  is  found  in  a  common  bottle  without  a  label,  most 
searching  inquiry  must  be  made. 

Dumfries,  October  6.  James  Keid. 

The  Council  and  Companies. 

Sir, — From  the  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
meeting  in  your  last  issue  it  appears  that  the  Council  are  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  present  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
consider  it  best  to  think  the  matter  over  for  another  month. 
This  statement  may  mean  little  ;  simply  that  the  committee 
were  carrying  out  the  usual  "  indecision  and  procrastination  " 
which  characterise  the  proceedings  of  the  Council — or,  on 
the  other  lnnd,  it  may  mean  very  much.  For  the  past  two 
years  members  of  the  Society  have  freely  expressed  the 
opinion  that  "  something  ought  to  be  done,"  and  they  have 
been  loud  and  bitter  in  their  denunciation  of  the  disability 
which  the  "  legitimate  "  chemist  suffered  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868.  It  is  not,  however,  without  significance  that 
all  and  sundry  carefully  abstained  from  an  explicit  statement 
of  what  this  "  something  "  ought  to  be.  When  asked  to  dra't 
an  amendment  or  Bill  which,  in  their  opinion,  would  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  situation  they  invariably  became 
inexplicably  retiring  and  modest — adopting,  in  fact,  a 
deprecatingly  "after  you"  attitude.  Nor  can  it  be  success- 
fully denied  that  the  Council,  while  admitting  that  the  1838 
Act  might  not  be  all  that  could  be  desired,  have  never  put  in 
a  concrete  form  any  amendment  to  this  defect  in  the  Act. 
During  the  progress  of  the  Companies  Bill  through  the 
Legislature  they  successfully  managed  (although  goaded  on 
every  hand  to  "  do  something  ")  to  abstain  from  committing 
themselves  in  this  respect.  And  now,  although  a  committee 
has  "  spent  a  lot  of  t'me  in  drafting  a  Bill,"  we  find  that  the 
Council  cannot  or  will  nDt  "  present "  it  to  the  public  gaze. 
That  there  is  something  behind  this  diffidence  cannot  be 
doubted  for  a  moment  by  anyone  possessed  of  ordinary 
reasoning  powers.  A  solution  of  the  mystery  may,  however, 
not  be  impossible.  The  most  ardent  admirer  of  the  Council 
will  hardly  contend  that  in  matters  pharmaceutical  they 
lead  trade  opinion. 

What  is  the  position  of  chemists  themselves  in  relation  to 
this  question  ?  When  they  found  that  "  corporate  bodies" 
by  better  commercial  methods  had  taken  possession  of 
the  "tradesman"  side  of  their  calling,  and  had  obtained 
a  usufruct  on  the  "professional"  part,  they  became 
seriously  alarmed.    Something  must  be  done,  and  that 


quickly,  to  stifle  the  monster  they,  by  their  own  inepti- 
tude, had  allowed  to  come  into  existence.  They  have 
waited  a  precious  long  time  for  it,  and  the  attempts 
which  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
to  remedy  the  evil  have  been  defeated  by  chemists 
themselves  because  the  individual's  title  was  not  protected. 
This  objection  is  logically  sound,  but  if  we  got  the  protection 
the  victory  would  be  barren,  as  titles,  in  themselves,  are 
worthless  from  a  commercial  standpoint.  If  the  possession  of 
the  title  yields  the  chemist  no  pecuniary  advantage  over 
the  corporate  body,  of  what  use  is  it  ?  It  has  been  stated 
that  the  business  of  a  chemist  is  nine  parts  trade  and  one 
part  profession ;  that  the  title  covers  the  professional 
modicum,  and  that  to  this  the  chemist  has  an  inalienable 
right.  "  Quite  right,"  ingenuously  says  another,  "  but  un- 
fortunately the  nine  parts  trade  yield  the  chemist  his  liveli- 
hood, and  this  ought  to  be  protected  as  well."  Here,  then,  is 
the  crux  of  the  whole  question,  and  the  goal  to  which  nine- 
tenths  of  the  trade  hope  to  attain.  If,  by  using  as  levers  the 
safety  of  the  public  and  the  usurpation  of  tinles,  we  can  so 
cripple  the  companies  that  the  carrying-on  of  the  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  becomes  impossible,  then  we  at 
once  establish  a  trade  monopoly.  Can  we  wonder,  then,  that 
Bloomsbury  Square  is  the  Mecca  to  which  the  eyes  of 
all  faithful  members  are  turned,  and  that  the  advent 
of  the  proposed  new  Pharmacy  Bill  is  looked  upon 
as  the  coming  of  a  prophet  who  shall,  once  for  all, 
enable  them  to  throw  oft'  the  dreaded  and  intolerable  "  com- 
pany "  yoke  1  But  will  the  new  Bill  fulfil  these  long- 
cherished  expectations  or  extinguish  the  last  despairing 
hope?  Two  courses  are  open.  One  is  boldly  to  ride  for  a 
fall,  by  bringing  out  a  drastic  measure  of  reform  which  will 
wipe  out  the  companies  ;  the  other  to  execute  a  flanking 
movement,  and  to  regulate  the  companies  almost  out  of 
existence.  The  latter  is,  I  believe,  the  more  feasible  course, 
and  it  is  plain  to  me  that  if,  in  the  public  interest,  restric- 
tions are  placed  upon  corporate  bodies,  the  individual  chemist 
must  be  equally  prepared  to  share  them.  The  Government 
cannot  make  fle.-h  of  one  and  fish  of  another,  and  penalties 
imposed  upon  the  one  must  also  be  borne  by  the  other. 
Hence  the  chemist  may  well  find  that  in  trying  to  cripple 
his  rival  he  has  only  succeeded  in  burdening  himself  with 
additional  public  safeguards. 

Yours  faithfully, 
London,  October  9.  Free  Lance.    (205/35  ) 

Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir, — In  view  of  the  approaching  new  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
the  suggestions  made  by  irresponsible  persons  that  only 
registered  chemists  be  allowed  to  dispense  medicines,  may 
I  ask,  What  about  the  apothecaries'  assistants  ?  I  have  held 
for  many  years  the  certificate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society, 
and  have  had  at  least  twer.ty  years' experience  in  dispensing. 
The  L  G.B.  has  recognised  it,  and  we  are,  in  accordance  with 
our  certificate,  duly  qualified  to  compound  and  dispense 
medicines.  Are  we  then  to  be  entirely  ignored  ?  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  will  look  after 
the  interests  of  its  assistants  should  occasion  require. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Apothecaries'  Hall.  (206/41.) 

[An  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  would  not  repeal  any 
provisions  of  the  Apothecaries  Act. — EdITOb.] 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union. 

Mr.  C.  E  Pickering,  the  Vice-President  of  this  organ- 
isation, claims  a  little  more  consideration  for  it.  When  the 
P.A.T.A.  was  first  formed  it  was  not  taken  very  seriously,  but 
it  is  now.  History  may  be  repeated  in  the  case  of  the 
C.A.U.  It  may  be  news  to  many  to  know  that  although  the 
union  has  only  entered  upon  the  third  year  of  its  existence, 
it  already  stands  second  in  point  of  membership  to  any 
association  of  pharmaceutical  assistants,  and,  judging  by  the 
steady  influx  of  new  members,  it  will  not  be  long  before  it 
is  the  largest  association  of  chemists'  assistants  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Its  objects  are  to  improve  the  position 
and  social  status  of  its  members,  and  until  it  is  thoroughly 
representative  of  chemists'  assistants  its  executive  advises 
such  members  as  have  to  contend  with  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions of  labour,  to  give  notice  to  their  employers,  and 
appeal  to  the  union,  which  will  use  its  best  endeavours  to 
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secure  for  them  more  suitable  positions.  In  return  for  the 
insignificant  fee  of  5s.  for  every  twelve  months  the  asso- 
ciation guarantees  constanb  suitable  employment  to  steady, 
trustworthy,  and  diligent  men,  and  do  not  encourage  the 
opposite  quality. 

In  Brief. 

Mr.  It.  Lord  Gifford,  of  Blackburn,  writes  to  us  contro- 
verting statements  in  respect  to  him  which  have  appeared  in 
a  contemporary.  He  has  not  asserted  that  the  business  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  is  one-tenth  profession  and  nine-tenths 
trade.  Mr.  Gifford  will  not  condescend  to  deal  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal's  page  of  editorial  representation 
concerning  him,  but  he  wants  to  know  -what  authority  our 
contemporary  has  for  interpolating  the  italicised  words  in 
the  following  question  recommended  as  one  to  put  to  parlia- 
mentary candidates :  — 

Whether  they  are  in  favour  of  the  dispensing  of  medicines — 
rvith  or  'without  the  sale  of  poisons — being  restricted  to  qualified 
individuals. 

We  feel  confident  in  saying  that  the  Council  and  but  few  of 
the  members  of  the  Society  dream  of  giving  away  any  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  position  which  the 
Society's  journal  has  taken  up  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
poisons  is  inexplicable,  but  it  need  not  alarm  Mr.  Gifford  or 
anyone  else.    It  is  merely  a  case  of  pretty  Fanny's  way. 

In  reference  to  the  paragraph  in  our  French  News  last 
week  regarding  the  children  who  died  under  suspicion  of 
being  poisoned  with  boric  acid,  Mr.  Ilobottom,  who  has  done 
so  much  in  popularising  the  use  of  borax  and  boric  acid, 
wishes  us  to  say  that  no  instance  of  fatality  from  the  use  of 
boric  acid  has  ever  been  recorded,  and  he  is  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  French  children  whose  deaths  are  reported 
have  been  killed  with  something  else.  In  this  connection 
we  note  that  the  doctor's  prescription  called  for  calcium 
phosphate,  and  we  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
arsenic  was  the  poison. 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Giles  (49-51  Eastcheap,  E  C.)  also  writes 
in  respect  to  the  boric-acid  matter,  somewhat  indignantly 
protesting  "  against  the  vague  and  indefinite  information  on 
which  the  suggestion  that  boric  acid  was  responsible  for 
the  mischief  in  the  case  is  based."  Mr.  Giles  adds  par- 
ticulars from  Squire's  "  Companion,"  Professor  Escherich, 
and  Professor  Chittenden,  to  show  that  boric  acid  and  borax 
are  harmless  to  children.  We  do  not  doubt  it,  and  have  not 
said  that  it  is  harmful. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


205/8.  W.  F. — The  manufacturers  of  Winslow's  soothing- 
syrup  state  that  it  contains  £  gr.  of  a  morphine  salt  in  each 
fi.  oz. 

200/21.  XO.— As  an  8-oz.  mixture  containing  24  drops  of 
Calvert's  carbolic  acid  does  not  show  more  than  3  per  cent., 
it  is  not  legally  "  poison." 

201/11.  Woodsham.—(Y)  Limited  companies  pay  income- 
tax  on  their  net  profits  the  same  as  other  traders.  "  Borrowed 
capital "  is  not  "  income."  (2)  As  the  tax  is  not  payable  on 
incomes  less  than  160Z.,  we  do  not  understand  where  your 
manager  with  140£.  a  year  comes  in. 

205/55.  IJ.  II.  K. — Six  months'  notice  to  quit  is  the 
minimum ;  you  may  give  formal  notice  for  any  longer 
period,  seeicg  that  the  greater  includes  the  less. 

204/53.  Nemten. — CI)  We  cannot  add  to  the  replies  given 
on  September  8  and  15  in  regard  to  creosote.  (2)  A  3-per- 
cent, solution  of  carbolic  acid  is  not  a  scheduled  poison,  but 
a  solution  containing  more  than  3  per  cent.  is. 

206/1.  H.  II. — Copyright  in  artistic,  literary,  and  musical 
property  lasts  for  forty-two  years,  or  the  author's  lifetime  and 
seven  years  after,  whichever  is  longer.  You  must  satisfy 
yourself  whether  the  picture  that  you  have  is  an  infringe- 


ment of  the  artist's  copyright  or  not ;  we  cannot  say,  as  you 
do  not  give  particulars  respecting  it.  The  exhibition  of  the 
picture  in  your  shop  is  likely  to  lead  you  into  trouble. 

20,27.  Ethyl  Hydrate.— The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
permit  8  oz.  of  rectified  spirit  to  be  sold  for  scientific  pur- 
poses, without  licence,  by  chemists. 

208/70.  li.  consigns  goods  from  Hull  to  Easingwold,  paying 
the  charges  for  carriage  to  the  Easingwold  Railway  Com- 
pany. On  whom  must  he  claim  for  damages  to  same  1  The 
Easingwold  Railway  Company  offer  to  pay  part,  and  refer 
him  to  North-Eastern  Railway  Company  for  remainder. 
[In  this  case  we  think  it  would  be  desirable  for  our  corre- 
spondent to  sue  the  Easingwold  Railway  Company,  with 
whom  he  made  the  contract.  Their  contract  was  to  carry 
the  goods  safe  to  the  destination,  and  if  the  North-Eastern 
Railway  Company  damaged  them  they  can  recover  from  them.] 

208/33.  C.  H. — We  should  be  sorry  to  give  a  word  of 
advice  in  respect  to  the  distribution  of  circulars  which  we 
consider  to  be  within  an  ace  of  incitement  to  immorality. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


175/57.  Pixidcs. — We  thank  you  for  sending  us  the 
cutting. 

55/22.  Tank  sends  us  a  sample  of  Styptic  Fibre  used  in 
Leeds  by  a  Jewish  rabbi  as  a  styptic  in  circumcision,  and 
wants  to  know  what  it  is.  The  fibre  is  commonly  known  as 
"  Pulee,"  and  consists  of  the  hairs  which  clothe  the  basesof  the 
fronds  of  some  ferns,  namely  Cibotium  Barometz,  C.  glaueuni. 
C.  Mcnziesii,  Dicltsonia  Chrysotricha,  kCyf  It  has  been  used 
for  stuffing  mattresses,  but  generally  as  a  styptic,  and  is 
sometimes  known  as  "  Penghawar  Djambi,"  most  of  the 
ferns  yielding  the  substance  are  found  in  the  Fij is,  Java, 
and  the  Eastern  Archipelago. 

176/70.  Alpha. — Are  you  sure  you  got  the  best  Insect- 
powder  ?  The  very  best  closed  flowers  are  nearly  four 
times  the  price  in  first-hands  of  the  lowest  quality  of  open 
flowers.  The  special  brands  which  you  mention  are  not 
mixtures  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  for  we  have  known  others 
to  equal  them. 

175/20.  E. — Aqua  Calcis. — Your  suggestion  to  use  hot 
water  for  making  lime  free  from  chloride  is  good.  On  §  lb. 
of  the  lime  in  a  jar  pour  1  gal.  of  boiling  water,  stir  well,  and 
repeat  the  stirring  occasionally  until  cold.  Then  repeat. 
This  washing  should  suffice,  and  the  lime  left  will  last  you 
for  many  months  if  you  use  distilled  water. 

179/72.  Steohford. — We  presume  the  book  you  refer  to  is 
"  First  Lessons  in  Bookkeeping,"  by  Mr.  J.  Thornton  (  C.  ft  D., 
June  9,  page  958).  The  book  is  published  at  2s.  6^.  by 
Macmillan  &  Co.  (Limited). 

192/51.  Gailta.—  Situations  at  the  Cape. — The  salaries 
vary  according  to  the  locality.  A  man  with  special  ex- 
perience and  qualifications  may  not  at  first  get  more  than 
an  average  salary  (130Z.  to  150Z.  a  year  to  begin),  but  he 
should  soon  be  able  to  make  a  way  for  himself.  It  is  not 
advisable  to  go  out  on  chance.  Advertise  in  our  Supplement, 
and  wait  replies.  British  dental  diplomas  are  recognised  in 
all  the  colonies.  The  best  book  on  the  climate  of  South 
Africa  is  Dr.  Scholtz's,  published  about  10*.  6i.  It  may  be 
obtained  through  any  medical  bookseller ;  but  surely  the 
letters  which  we  have  published  from  compounders  at  the 
front  give  you  a  good  general  idea  of  what  the  climate  is. 

192/45.  Tomato. — The  Tomato-sauce  requires  a  good 
deal  of  salt  to  keep  it,  and  1J  oz.  is  too  little  for  formula  1, 
page  266,  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"    You  might  try  \  lb. 

192/27.  II.  H. — Appointments  at  Kew  are  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Director,  Sir  W.  Thiselton  Dyer.  Your 
son  must  begin  as  an  apprentice-gardener. 
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133/18.  8.  C.—(l)  Damascening  Steel.— The  following 
solution  is  used  for  darkening  steel  guns  :— 

Tincture  of  iron    2  oz. 

Nitric  acid    1  oz, 

Copper  sulphate    1  oz. 

Sweet  nitre   li  oz. 

Spirit  of  wine    li  oz. 

Water   1  gal. 

From  two  to  six  applications  are  required,  according  to  the 
colour  desired.  (2)  To  Steel-grey  Brass  a  solution  such  as 
this  is  used  :  — 


Antimony  sulphide 
Iron  filings  ... 
Hydrochloric  acid 
Water  


1  oz. 
1  oz. 

3  oz. 

4  oz. 


170/48.    Slliein, — Wot  Cold  and  Hoarseness  the  follow- 
ing is  safe :  — 

Spt.  aether,  nit   3ss, 

Vin.  ipecac.   ...       ...       ...       ...  5'j- 

Liq.  amnion,  acet.    ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Aq.  chlorof   5j. 

Aq.  ad   Sviij. 

M, 

Dose  for  an  adult :  A  tablespoonful  every  three  hours. 

The  ailing  person  should  keep  to  the  house  for  a  day  or  so 
while  taking  this  mixture,  and  suck  a  menthol  pastille 
occasionally. 

167/29.  Bluebeard. — We  have  at  various  times  given  for- 
mulas for  "White  Liniment ;  the  following  is  a  new  recipe  : — 

Camphor    5j. 

Ammonium  carbonate    Siss- 

Powdered  Castile  soap   

Oil  of  origanum       ...       ...       ...  3ij. 

Oil  of  turpentine   

Water  to  make    Oiv. 

Dissolve  the  camphor  in  tli3  turpentine,  add  the  oil  of  origanum 
and  then  add  the  mixture  slowly  to  a  solution  of  the  soap  in  a 
pint  of  water.  Dissolve  the  ammonium  carbonate  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  water,  and  add  it  in  small  quantities  at  a  time. 

172/12.  Tyro. — The  greater  part  of  the  work  for  the 
Spectacle -makers'  and  the  British  Optical  Companies' exami- 
nations can  be  done  at  home,  but  a  short  course  of 
practical  instruction  is  necessary  in  fitting  spectacles  and 
sight-testing.  See  Educational  number  for  particulars  of 
the  examinations.  The  S.M.C.  syllabus  gives  a  list  of  books 
useful  to  candidates,  and  an  article  appeared  on  the  subject 
in  the  C.  $  B.,  September  24,  1898,  page  516. 

173/22.  Plnjnn. — Small  iron  articles,  if  clean,  can  be 
coated  with  copper  by  immersion  in  an  acid  solution  of 
copper  sulphate.  The  coppered  articles  can  then  be  tinned 
if  required,  by  placing  them  in  a  solution  of  sodium 
stannate. 

169/36.  Hongroise. — Pommade  Hongroise,  made  with 
dextrin :  — 

White  dextrin    5  oz, 

Powdered  soap        ...       ...       ...    2  oz, 

Glycerin   1  oz. 

Water  8  oz. 

Warm  on  a  water-bath  till  a  homogeneous  paste  is  formed, 
then  put  into  a  hot  mortar,  and  ad  1  Japan  wax,  5  oz., 
previously  melted.  Beat  the  mass  thoroughly,  and  perfume 
with — 

Oil  of  lemon  5ij. 

Oil  of  bergamot       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Oil  of  lavender    5ss. 

The  mass  has  to  be  beaten  in  a  mortar  occasionally  for  some 
weeks  before  bottling  to  get  it  of  the  proper  consistence. 

170,30.  Regent. — We  do  not  know  anything  of  the  dypso- 
mania-cure,  but  you  may  assure  your  customer  that 
strengthening  of  the  will  is  the  first  step  towards  abstinence, 
and  that  is  a  psychological,  not  a  physiological  process, 
See  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  cn  this  point. 

190/54.  W.  T.  T.—We  do  not  undertake  to  judge  the 
quality  of  drugs  for  our  subscribers. 


179/4.  Vigilantibus. — The  Soluble  Oil  for  laundries,  which 
is  used  to  add  to  starsb,  is  by  no  means  a  solution  of  soft- 
soap.  There  is  soap  in  it,  undoubtedly,  also  some  resin  soap, 
but  it  contains  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  of  free  fatty  matter, 
To  make  such  a  preparation  will  require  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
periment, which  we  cannot  possibly  undertake,  but  from 
what  we  have  told  you  you  may  be  able  to  compound  a 
similar  oil  for  yourself. 

14/8.  Caseara. — (1)  Oil  of  coradium  looks  like  oil  of 
rhodium,  but  we  have  never  heard  of  that  being  given  for 
distemper.  (2)  "  A  young  woman  whose  skin  has  gone  dead 
and  dull,"  is  certainly  not  in  the  pink  of  condition.  A 
lanoline  cream,  such  as  the  following,  would  be  useful: — 

Sulphur,  proecip   5ss. 

Olei  carbolici  (1-20)   5ij. 

Aquae  chloroformi    ...       ...  ... 

Lanolini        ...       ...       ...       ...  5vv- 

01.  rossB    gtt.  ij. 

Ft.  unguent. 

This  to  be  applied  at  night.  The  young  woman  should  take 
such  a  mixture  as  the  following  :— 


M. 


Ferri  sulphatis 
Magnes.  sulphat. 
Acid,  sulph.  dil. 
Tr.  gent.  co.  ... 
Aq.  ad.... 


5ss. 
Sj- 
5j. 
5j. 

Sviij. 


A  tablespoonful  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  forenoon  and 
afternoon. 

186/50.  Stigma. — There  are  no  public  auctions  of  saffron 
in  London,  the  business  being  done  by  private  treaty,  but 
now  and  again  a  parcel  is  offered  at  the  periodical  drug- 
sales.  London  terms  are  cash  in  fourteen  days,  less  a  dis- 
count of  2k  per  cent.  Saffron  is  frequently  sold  without 
discount — i.e.,  net  terms. 

187/1.  Morphia.  —  Sparteine  sulphate  and  strychnine 
nitrate  have  both  been  recommended  for  curing  the  Mor- 
phine Habit.  The  former  appears  to  be  the  better,  and 
the  dose  should  begin  at  ^  gr.,  to  be  gradually  increased. 
It  is  administered  alone  with  the  morphine,  the  dose  of  the 
latter  being  slowly  decreased  as  the  sparteine  is  increased. 

190/39.  77.  J.  B.—The  label  on  the  old  drug-pot  is  con- 
fectio  salvias  (confection  of  sage). 

179/37.  Asparagus.  —  American  Boot  -  polishes.  —  The 
black  preparations  which  you  send  are(l)  liquid,  an  aqueous 
solution  of  aniline  black,  with  a  logwood  ink,  containing 
about  3  per  cent,  of  glycerin  and  5  per  cent,  of  gum  arabic. 
It  is  perfumed  with  mirbane  and  wintergreen.  The  paste  is 
paraffin  scale  and  turpentine  coloured  witli  aniline  black  and 
perfumed  with  mirbane.  The  tan-polishes,  liquid  and  solid, 
are  paraffin  or  vaseline  preparations,  with  a  small  percentage 
of  turpentine,  covered  with  mirbane.  The  secret  of  success 
with  these  polishes  is  in  the  rubbing.  Leather  will  polish 
without  anything  if  you  rub  long  enough,  and  these  things 
leave  next  to  nothing  on  the  leather. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


203/17.    Makers  of  "  Lion  "  brand  capsules. 
208/24.    Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Geisha  "  perfume  1 
202/44.    Wholesale  agents  for  "  Amarelli  "  Spanish  juice. 
34/51.   Where  may  "  White  Heather  "  perfume  be  obtained  1 
207/3.    Manufacturers  of  Lit.  hot-water  bottles,  stamped 
"  L.  &  W." 

204/51.  Who  makes  wire  nailbrushes,  or  where  can  they 
be  obtained  2 

196/19.  What  is  the  formula  for  "  Morell  Mackenzie's 
Voice-lozenges  "  ? 

191/50.  Can  any  reader  give  any  information  as  to 
"  Napier's  Veterinary  Recipes  "  which  are  sold  in  the  West 
of  Scotland  1 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  October  11. 

THERE  is  little  cf  interest  to  record  this  week,  business  in 
drugs  previous  t )  the  auctions  being  quiet.  The  most 
important  change  is  an  advance  of  2s.  in  caffeine.  High 
prices  have  again  been  paid  for  menthol,  and  ergot  has  also 
improved.  Lemon  oil,  cn  the  other  hand,  is  easier,  and 
essential  oils  are  quiet  all  round.  In  chemicals,  cream  of 
tartar  is  firmer,  and  so  is  sulphate  of  copper.  Cinchona  sold 
at  irregular  prices  in  auction,  but  rich  barks  went  at  full 
prices.  Quinine  has  lacked  interest  this  week,  and  the 
second-hand  market  is  flat.  Detailed  changes  of  the  week 
(including  those  at  the  drug-auctions)  are  as  follows  : — ■ 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Caffeine 

Benzol 

Areca 

Calabar  beans 

Copper  sulphate 

Colocynth 

Arrowroot 

Guinea  grains 

Ergot 

Cream  of 

Ipecacuanha 

Quinine 

Menthol 

tartar 

Oil,  lemon 

(sec.  hand) 

Oil,  rape 

Cumin-seed 

Senna 

Oil,  linseed 

Wax,  Jamaica 

Senega 

Arrivals. 

The  following  diugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  Octoher5  to  11,  both  inclusive  : — Aloes 
(Cape),  110;  alum.  360:  auisi  (Russ.),  12-1 ;  annatto-seed,  16; 
antimony  regulus,  28);  ar  ca,  6;  argols  (Ital.)  161,  (Fr.),  209; 
arsenic  (Span.\  112;  benzoin,  85;  borax,  659;  boric  acid  (Ital.) 
34,  (Hamburg),  20;  bromine,  135;  camphor,  94-2;  canary-seed 
(Mor.),  280;  cardamoms,  71 ;  caraway- seed,  255;  cascara  sagrada, 
506;  cascarilla,  22;  cassia  lignea,  250;  castor  oil  (Ital.)  26,  (Fr.\ 
49  ;  chillies,  122  ;  cinchona  (E.  I.)  136,  (Ceylon),  40  ;  cinnamon  oil, 
2;  cocoa- butter,  16;  cochineal,  8;  cod  liver  oil,  585;  coriander, 
561;  cream  of  tartar  (Span.i,  108;  cuttlefish,  124  ;  drugs  (Trieste) 
11,  (Hamburg)  9,  (from  Monte  Video),  86  ;  fenugreek,  100  ;  glycerin, 
80;  galls  (Smyr.),  15;  gum  (Bussorah\  1,188  bags;  gum  arabic 
(Mog.)  94,  (E  I.)  413,  (Egypt)  39,  (Aden)  71 ;  gum  tragacanth,  154  ; 
honey  (Jam.)  53,  (Chil.)  137,  iltal.),  20 ;  kola  (W.C.A.),  15; 
liquorice-root  (Prsn.)  in  tr.,  556;  liquorice-juice,  15;  manna,  6; 
myrrh,  5  ;  oils,  essential  (Sicilian),  283  ;  opium  (Prsn.)  63,  (TkyJ, 
120;  orris  (Ital.),  15  ;  potash  salts,  76 ;  quicksilver  (Ital.),  1,0C0  ; 
rhubarb,  56 ;  "  roots  "  (Trieste),  24  ;  rosemary  oil,  2  ;  saltpetre  (E.I.) 
1,936,  (Hamburg),  263;  sal  ammoniac,  52;  sirsaparilla,  24  ;  senna 
(Alex.)  116,  (Tiny.),  125;  sponges,  419;  squills,  18  ;  sulphuric  acid, 
60;  tamarinds,  22;  turmeric  (Calcutta),  120;  vanilla,  16;  wax, 
bees'  (Ital.)  10,  (Mor.)  29,  (Egypt)  715,  (Fr.)  20,  (Jam.)  4,  (E.I.)  24, 
(Chil.)  21 ;  wax,  ceresin,  65  ;  wine  lees,  674. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  October  10. 

Beeswax.— Five  cases  of  fair  Chilian  found  buyers  at  7?.  7s.  6d 
per  cwt.,  7?.  5s.  having  been  refused.  At  auction  10  barrels  of  St. 
Domingo  wax  realised  7?.  per  cwt. ;  2  bags  pale  Peruvian  were 
sold  at  11.  12s.  6f?.  per  ewt. 

Castok  Oil.— Notwithstanding  arrivals  per  s.s.  Senator  the 
market-value  continues  steady  for  good  Calcutta  seconds,  at 
3T5<yC?-  per  lb.  Full  prices  are  still  being  quoted  for  forward 
delivery  from  Calcutta.  First-pressure  French  is  almost  entirely 
wanting,  but  H>^d.  is  still  quoted  ;  the  same  price  is  being  asked 
for  English  first-pressure.  Second-pressure  English  and  French 
are  still  quoted  at  3§  d.  per  lb. 

Chillies,  S.L. — Forty  bags  of  fair  quality  are  reported  sold 
at  47s.  6(2.  per  cwt.    This  practically  clears  the  market. 

Quill aia-e ark. — Notwithstanding  recent  arrivals  the  value  has 


remained  unchanged  at  14?.  to  14 1.  10s.  per  ton,  at  which  small 
sales  have  been  made. 

Cinchona. — Ten  bales  of  grey  Lima  description  are  reported 
sold  at  4d.  per  lb.,  the  bid  of  last  week  having  been  accepted. 

Scammony-root.— About  130  bales,  after  being  offered  at 
auction,  have  been  sold  by  private  treaty  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  thus 
practically  clearing  the  market  of  the  article. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sales  of  Amrad  in  small  quantities  are  reported 
at  40s.  per  cwt.  Soft  Soudan  sorts  are  still  held  for  prices 
ranging  from  57s.  6d.  up  to  85s.,  10  cwt.  of  hardish  Soudan  sorts 
selling  at  57s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss. — Prices  for  the  new  range  from  51.  10s.  to  6?.  10s. 
per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  position. 

Honey. —  Sales  of  Pile  1  Chilian  have  taken  place  at  24s.  6d.  to 
25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  The  holders  of  liquid  Californian  have  raised 
their  price  to  51s.  per  cwt.  for  the  small  stock  still  available,  alleging 
that  very  little  liquid  indeed  can  now  come  forward.  Sales,  how- 
ever, have  been  made  at  48s.  6d.  Ordinary  qualities  of  pale 
amber  and  amber  set  are  also  held  for  higher  prices,  47s.  6d.  p  er 
cwt.  being  quoted  for  pale  amber  set ;  28  barrels  dark  Jamaica  n 
have  sold  at  25s  per  cwt. 

Grains  op  Paradise. — For  the  small  stocks  available  im- 
porters ask  from}35s.  per  cwt. 

Copper  Sulphate.— Steady,  at  24?.  per  ton  spot,  21?.  5s,  to 
24?.  15s.  per  ton  forward,  according  to  position. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  October  9 

Our  drug-market  is  quiet,  with  the  exception  oE  a  few  articles 
like  ergot  of  rye,  lycopodium,  &c. 

Agar-agar  is  quiet,  at  387m.  per  100  kilos. 

Anise  seed  is  in  fair  demand  ;  old  crop  is  quoted  33m.,  and  new 
crop  34m.  per  1C0  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  unchanged,  at  11m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  dull,  with  second  hand  sellers  at  450m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Coco-leaves. — Some  parcels  are  expected  here  shortly;  spot 
is  quoted  375m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocaine  is  unchanged,  at  690m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cevadilla-seed  is  tending  firmer,  at  77Am.  per  100  kilos. 
Quinine  is  quiet  and  unchanged. 

Menthcl  is  becoming  scarcer  and  scarcer.  About  20  cases 
Kabayashi  form  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Hamburg  stack ;  25m. 
per  kilo,  is  asked. 

Ergot  op  Bye  continues  to  be  requested  from  all  side3,  but 
offers  are  exceedingly  scarce.  Russian,  for  delivery,  is  quoted 
450m  ,  and  Spanish  at  465m.,  but  spot-stock  is  nearly  exhausted. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm,  at  425m.  spot  and  415m,  for  forward 
delivery, 

Japan  Wax  is  unchanged  at  64m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cod-liver  Oil  is  quiet  and  lower,  noneongealing  oil  now  being 
quoted  at  77Am.  per  barrel. 

Newfoundland  Seal  Oil  firm. 

Castor  Oil  is  firm  and  spot  is  scarce.  First  pressings,  in 
barrels,  is  65m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  January-April  delivery,  63m. 

Peppermint  Oil  shows  a  better  tone,  H.G.H.  is  4.90m.  per  lb., 
and  Japanese  8£m.  per.  kilo. 

American  Drug  Market. 

Nero  York,  October  2. 

A  slight  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  drug  maiket,  both  in 
the  number  and  character  of  transactions.  Quinine  is  the  centre 
of  interest,  an  advance  being  daily  expected. 

Opium  continues  inactive  and  single  cases  are  quoted  at 
$3.17A.    On  a  quantity  order  this  figure  could  be  shaded. 

Quinine. — The  market  has  been  somewhat  excited,  advances 
being  daily  expected.  One  domestic  maker  has  advanced  quota- 
tions to  38c.  in  bulk,  but  the  former  figures  of  36c.  to  38c.  are 
generally  maintained.  Only  trifling  amounts  are  offered  at  36c, 
second-hands  generally  quoting  37c. 

Menthol  has  advanced  to  ,$3,  but  limited  amounts  are  obtain- 
able at  $2.80  per  lb. 

Sassafras  Oil  is  higher  under  the  influence  of  a  heavy 
demand  coupled  with  light  supplies.  Sales  have  been  made  at 
40c,  and  dealers  now  quote  42c.  to  45c.  for  natural  oil. 

Asaff.tida  is  in  good  demand,  and  considerable  quantities  have 
changed  hands  at  quotations  varying  from  18c.  to  24c  ,  according 
to  quality.    Holders  now  quote  an  advance  to  20c.  to  25c. 

Coca-leaves  are  scarce  both  on  the  spot  and  at  primary  sources. 
The  spot  market  is  very  strong,  with  quotions  for  Truxillo  strong 
at  30c    Huanoco  are  firm  at  40c. 

Buchu-leaves  are  stronger  owing  to  cable  advices  from 
abroad.  Quotations  are  higher  at  25c  to  27c.  for  short,  and  22c 
to  24c.  for  long.    Sales  of  short  have  been  made  at  25c. 

Senega  is  in  active  demand  for  export,  and  prices  have  advanced 
to  38c.    Supplies  are  low,  and  higher  prices  may  be  expected. 


OCTOBER   13,  1900 


THE  (JHIiMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


635 


Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  October  11,  10.20  a.m.  :— The  opium-market  i> 
steady.  Sellers  refuse  to  do  business  at  the  decline  in  face 
of  the  fact  that  the  drought  continues. 

Smyrna,  October  11,  12.20  p.m.  :— Since  my  telegram  ol 
this  morning  large  sales  have  been  made  for  American 
account  at  the  parity  of  8.5.  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b  ,  for  current 
qualities. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  October  11,  1.16  p.m.  : — A  quiet  market  here, 
with  nothing  doing  in  camphor.  Caffeine  is  dearer,  and 
menthol  firm.  Lycopodium  to  arrive  has  been  sold  at  420m. 
per  100  kilos. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  October  11,  3.30  p.m.  : — The  market-tone  is 
good  generally.  Opium  is  weak  at  #3  15  per  lb.,  but  ergot 
is  higher  at  50c.  per  lb.  Senega  is  strong  at  40c.  per  lb.,  but 
hydrastis  canadensis  is  easier,  the  latest  price  being  55c.  per 
lb.  Sassafras  is  higher,  and  is  now  8c.  per  lb.,  while 
cascara  sagrada  is  also  hardening.  Oil  of  peppermint  has 
advanced  10c.  per  lb.  Cocaine  has  advanced  25c.  per  oz., 
and  caffeine  has  gone  up  50c.  per  lb. 


London  Markets. 

Acids. — Citric  is  quiet  and  unchanged  at  Is.  3\d.,  while 
tartartic  is  firm  and  in  fair  inquiry  at  unchanged  rates  ;  also 
gallic  is  dearer  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb.,  and  so  isTannic  at  2s.  6d. 

Arrowroot.  Dull  and  easier.  At  auction  on  Wednesday 
fair  St.  Vincents  partly  sold  at  2{d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  Good 
Natal  sold  at  Q\d.  Bermuda  was  bought  in  at  Is.  IQd.  per  lb. 

Benzol. — Firmer  at  Is.  per  gal.  for  50-per-cent.  and  lid. 
for  90-per-cent. 

Borax  is  firmly  held  at  the  Convention  rates  of  17s.  per 
cwt.  for  crystals  and  18s.  for  powder  ;  but  in  second-hand 
parcels  business  has  been  done  this  week  at  16s.  6d.  for 
crystals,  but  such  lots  are  now  difficult  to  secure. 

Caffeine. — -The  long-expected  advance  took  place  on 
Monday,  when  makers  advanced  their  quotations  by  2s. 
per  lb.    The  prices  (net)  are  now  as  follows  : — 

5  lbs.  10  lbs.  100  lbs. 

Pure  crystals  ...       16s.  id,  15s.  Wd.  15s.  4(7. 

Citrate,  BP.  ...       12s.  Id.  lis.  10(7.  lis.  6(7. 

Chamomiles. — A  small  business  is  reported  in  fine 
Belgian  flowers,  for  which  95s.  is  said  to  have  been  paid. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  small  supplies  were 
again  catalogued,  and  barely  half  sold  publicly.  Good  to 
rich  barks  brought  very  firm  rates,  but  lower  grades  sold  at 
irregular  but  easier  prices  on  the  whole.  The  average  unit 
was  estimated  at  from  2\d.  to  2§(Z.,  against  2\d.  paid  at  the 
last  London  auctions,  but  an  improvement  on  the  lasf 
Amsterdam  sale. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  cinchona-bark  offered 


and  sold : — 

Packages  Packages 
offered.  sold. 

South  American  bark   1,550    of  which  524 

East  Indian  bark    6?3  „  318 

Ceylon  bark    308  „  303 

Java  bark    160  „  13 


2,611  1,158 

The  following  figures  represent  the  approximate  quantities  of 
bark  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : — 

Lbs. 

American  factories  74,162 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons    ...    64,499 

Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories    38,096 

Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories   9,000 

Brunswick  factory   3,699 

Druggists,  &c.    8,938 


Total  quantity  sold    198,391 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn  161,596 


Total  quantity  offered    359,990 


The  prices  paid  were  as  under  : — 

Java. — Ordinary  to  good  mossy  quill,  6$d.  to  8|(7.  per  lb. 
South  Ameeican. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya  (252  packages 


offered  and  sold),  good  quill,  Is.  0£(7.  to  Is.  2(7. ;  flat,  Is.  l/.(7.  per 
lb.  Soft  Colombian  (673  packages  offered  and  200  sold),  chips 
and  shavings,  6^(7.  to  6{,(7.  Of  Cuprea  68  packages  were  offered 
and  bought  in.  Pour  packages  South  American  red  bark  offered 
and  3  sold  at  5.W.  (damaged)  to  6(7.  per  lb. 

East  India. — Crown,  fair  quill,  4^7.  to  S^d.  ;  broken  quill  and 
chips,  5(7. ;  chips  and  shavings,  3^(7.  to  8j(/.  ;  chips,  7(7.  to  9-^7. ; 
root,  Is.  2(7. ;  renewed  chips,  Hid.  to  Is.  2^(7. 

Ceylon. — Lcdgeriana,  natural  broken  quill  and  chips,  6,'(7.  to 
Is.  5$d.  per  lb.  Red  stem  chips  and  shavings,  4^(7.  to  4,^(7.  ; 
renewed  ditto,  7(7. ;  quill,  4 ;;c7.  ;  and  bold  ditto,  8^(7.  Officinalis, 
good  stem  chips  and  shavings,  6f(7.  to  97,(7. ;  ordinary  dusty,  3^(7.  ; 
good  rich  renewed  ditto,  11J(7.  to  Is.  2{.d. ;  root,  Is.  2(7. 

The  exports  from  British  India  during  the  three  months  ended 
June,  were  :  — 

1900  1899  1898 

Lbs.  ...  1,321,682  931,456  665,964 
Es.        ...     3,33,748       2,24,558  1,74,924 

For  the  seven  months  ended  July,  the  exports  from  Holland 
were  : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Kilos.      ...    318,000         349,600  276,700 

and  for  the  same  period  the  imports  were  :— 

Kilos.      ...    262,600        324,400  275,300 

The  auction  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on  November  1 
will  consist  of  4,957  bales  ledgeriana,  officinalis  and 
hybriden,  796  bales,  and  203  cases  succirubra.  There  is  some 
chance  that  more  will  be  added  to  this  amount.  The 
stock  in  first  hands  at  Amsterdam  consisted  on  October  10 
of  2,159  packages  Government  bark,  6,563  packages  private 
bark,  including  the  quantity  to  be  offered  in  the  auction  of 
November  1  next.  In  the  drug-auctions  19  serons  Huanoco 
bark  of  fair  quality  sold  at  from  6|c7.  to  Id.,  and  6  serons 
fine  broken  Loxa  quill  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  being  dearer  owing 
to  scarcity  ;  36  serons  of  Huanoco  sold  at  from  Q\d.  to  6f d. 
for  sound,  and  b\d.  for  damaged  ;  and  17  cases  Java  quills 
sold  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firmer  at  247.  to  257.  per  ton  spot, 
according  to  brand. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firmer  although  prices  are  unchanged  , 
at  75s.  to  76s.  per  cwt.  for  best  white  French  crystals, 
78s.  for  powder,  and  80s  for  98  per  cent. 

Cumin-seed. — The  exports  from  Malta  during  1899 
amounted  to  1,892  cwt. 

Ergot  is  again  dearer,  sales  of  Russian  having  been  made 
early  in  the  week  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  but  it  is  doubtful  if 
any  more  is  obtainable  at  this  figure.  Bold  new  Spanish  is 
quoted  2s.  3d  ,  c.i.f.,  for  November  shipment ;  the  spot  price 
for  either  Russian  or  Spanish  is  2s.  Qd.,  but  we  have  not 
heard  that  this  figure  has  been  paid.  There  has  been  a  fair 
amount  of  inquiry,  identical  parcels  changing  hands  several 
times.  In  the  drug-auctions  prices  declined  from  Id.  to  3(7. 
per  lb.  on  the  last  public-sales  rates,  from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  5d. 
being  paid  for  small  to  bold  sound  Spanish  of  new  crop, 
but  we  understand  the  buyer  was  offered  Id.  per  lb.  profit  on 
his  purchase.  Two  other  lots  of  eleven  bags  ditto  were  bought 
in  at  from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  lOrZ. ;  and  five  bags  of  Russian  were 
bought  in  at  2s.  Qd. 

Menthol. — Still  advancing,  the  spot  market  being  from 
3d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  dearer.  Kobayashi  brand  has  been  sold  at 
lis.  3d.  for  one  or  two  case  lots,  but  lis.  would  buy  larger 
quantities.  For  forward  delivery  several  sales  have  been 
made  at  lis.  per  lb.  net,  c.i.f.  In  the  drug-auctions  one 
case  of  fair  crystals  was  bought  in  at  lis.  6cZ.  nominally. 

Oil,  Bergamot. — -Guaranteed  quality  of  old  crop  has 
been  sold  at  9s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Castor  — Belgian  of  first  pressing  is  still  held  for 
35s  per  cwt.,  spot. 

The  exports  from  British  India  for  the  three  months  ended 
June  were  — 

1900  1899  1898 

Gals.  ...  386,888  495,733  561  764 
Rs.       ...    5,20,752       5,81,268  6,75,502 

Fifty  cases  of  Calcutta  seconds  were  held  for  3\d.  per  lb.,  a 
bid  of  3f(Z.  per  lb.  being  refused  in  auction. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.  —  The  London  market  remains  very  quiet, 
at  from  79s.  to  80s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  nominally  for  best 
non-freezing  oil.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
October  6  that  the  market  is  unaltered  at  75s.  per  barrel  for 
Bereen.    Stocks  at  Bergen  seem  to  be  rather  scarce,  and 
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may  not  be  large  at  the  other  exporting  ports  of  Norway,  as 
there  have  been  buyers  from  the  northern  towns  for  later 
delivery.  Exports  to  date  from  Bergen  amount  to  7,074 
birrels,  against  10,615  barrels  at  the  same  date  last  year. 
In  auction  5  casks  of  the  Jervell's  brand  had  been  sold 
privately. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Prices  are  a  shade  easier,  as  it  is  said 
America  has  purchased  the  bulk  of  her  requirements. 
Quotations  on  this  market  for  guaranteed  oil  range  from 
3s.  9d.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Olive. — Best  Lucca  oil  is  quoted  5s.  to  5s.  Qd. 
per  gal. 

Oil,  Orange. — For  oil  of  old  crop  5s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
has  been  paid. 

Opium. — The  London  market  remains  quiet  and  un- 
changed for  all  descriptions,  druggists'  and  manufactur- 
ing kinds  selling  slowly.  Some  new  Persian  opium  is  about 
landing  ;  13s.  9d.  is  the  nominal  quotation. 

Constantinople  speculators  have  again  been  to  the  fore  this 
week  and  have  bought  following  parcels  : — Fifty  cases  druggists', 
at  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  sightly  ;  8s.  9rZ.  for  Karahissars  ;  and  8s.  lOd. 
for  Holland  visita ;  also  4  cases  Hadjikeuy  at  10s.,  all  f.o.b. 
terms.  The  market  keeps  firm  and  steady,  with  no  signs  of  a 
decline. 

Otto  op  Rose. — The  London  market  is  much  firmer  than 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  and  for  the  finest 
brands  17s.  Qd.  to  18s.  per  English  oz.  is  quoted.  Quotations 
in  Kezanlik  have  also  advanced,  one  dealer  asking  20s.  per 
English  oz.    Schimmel  is  offering  synthetic  otto. 

Quicksilver. — The  exports  from  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Austria-Hungary  during  the  seven  months  ended  July  were 
respectively : — 


1900 

1899 

1898 

Kilos. 

Pesetas  ... 

53,976 
291,000 

3,190,188 
17,227,000 

1,706,625 
9,216,000 

Spain 
'> 

Kilos. 
Lire 

125,700 
691,000 

167,300 
920,000 

141,300 
678,000 

Italy 

Kilos. 

Kronen  ... 

247,600 
1,154,000 

256,800 
1,197,000 

250,500 
1,012,000 

A.-H. 

[Peseta  and  lire,  25  to  the  £ ;  krone  =  10cZ.] 
The  exports  from  the  United  States  for  the  same  period 
were : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Lbs.       ...    527,807  804,378  595,354 

$   290,000  376,000  269,000 

Quinine  has  excited  considerably  less  interest  this  week, 
and  a  smaller  business  has  been  done  in  second-hands. 
Prices  have  fluctuated  slightly,  the  tendency,  however,  being 
downwards  ;  spot  delivery  changing  hands  on  Wednesday  at 
Is.  5d.  per  oz.,  and  December  delivery  at  Is.  5\d.,  which 
prices  mark  a  decline  on  the  figures  paid  early  in  the  week. 
To-day  Is.  5\d.  to  Is.  5\d.  for  December,  and  Is.  5\d.  for 
March  have  been  paid,  which  is  steadier.  During  the  last 
twelve  months  the  stock  of  quinine  in  the  London  ware- 
houses increased  by  775,776  oz.,  while  the  stock  of  bark 
decreased  by  8,296  packages  for  the  same  period.  The 
bark  figures  quoted  by  us  last  week  (1,540  packages) 
related  only  to  the  decrease  for  September,  during  which 
month  the  stock  of  quinine  increased  by  24,160  oz. 

The  exports  of  quinine  and  quinine  salts  from  Germany  during 
the  seven  months  ended  July,  were : — 

1900  1899  1898 

100  kilos.     ...     1,087  1,409  1,113 

Seeds. — Fine  Spanish  Anise  has  been  sold  at  30s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms  ;  Russian  is  offering  at  18s.  for  new  crop  to 
airive.  Canary  is  steady,  as  the  stocks  have  diminished 
considerably,  and  offers  of  new  crop  are  not  easily  obtain- 
able. Sales  of  Tangier  have  been  made  at  high  prices 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  Spanish.  Caraways  quiet  at  35s.  to 
36s.  per  cwt.  Coriander  firm.  Cumin  rather  dearer,  29s. 
per  cwt.  being  now  required  for  Morocco.  Fenugreek  slow, 
at  5s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 


Shellac. — The  auctions  this  week  were  small  and  un- 
important. Of  228  chests  offered,  124  sold  "  without  reserve  " 
at  55s.  to  56s.  for  common  red  in  hard  block.  Button,  hard 
block,  firsts,  57s.  Qd.,  and  ordinary  seconds,  51s.  per  cwt.  On 
the  spot  there  has  been  a  fairly  steady  demand  at  full  rates  ; 
futures  are  inactive  at  58s.,  c.i.f.,  for  TN  orange,  November- 
January  shipment. 

Spices. — There  has  been  a  good  business  in  Zanzibar  cloves 
at  improving  prices,  but  other  articles  have  remained 
extremely  quiet.  Cochin  Ginger  in  sale  on  Wednesday  was 
nearly  all  withdrawn  without  bids,  only  a  few  odd  lots  selling 
at  26s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  cuttings,  28s.  Qd.  for  small  rough, 
30s.  for  dull  brown,  and  36s.  for  limed  tips.  Washed 
rough  was  held  for  31s.  to  32s.  per  cwt  ;  medium  and  small 
cut  was  bought  in  at  50s.  per  cwt.  All  the  Jamaica  was 
withdrawn,  there  being  no  demand.  Bengal  sells  privately 
at  28s.  per  cwt.  Japan  is  scarce  ;  27s.  is  the  value.  Penang 
Cloves  were  bought  in  at  9d.  per  lb.  Zanzibar  have  been  in 
request  owing  to  reports  that  the  crop  will  not  be  so  large  as 
was  expected,  and  the  price  has  risen  to  Si^.d.  per  lb.  for  both 
near  and  distant  delivery.  Pimento,  in  good  supply,  met  with 
little  demand,  and  nearly  the  whole  was  bought  in,  only  a 
few  lots  selling  at  2?d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  and  3d.  for  fair. 
Japan  Chillies  were  held  for  47s.  per  cwt.  for  good  red. 
East  India  Capsicums  were  bought  in  at  28s.  per  cwt. 
Cinnamon  sold  at  9d.  per  lb.  for  quillings,  and  at  3^d  for 
chips.  Pepper  is  quiet  at  recent  quotations,  with  only  a 
small  business  passing. 

Sulphonal. — There  appears  to  be  no  second-hand  lots 
available,  and  makers'  quotations  are  unchanged. 

Tragacanth. — There  has  been  a  fair  export  demand, 
chiefly  in  the  better  qualities  of  Baghdad  grades,  and  fine 
grades  are  now  scarce  and  wanted.  An  auction  has  been 
fixed  for  to-morrow  (Friday),  when  the  greater  portion  of 
the  stock  will  be  offered. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

New  and  old  drugs  comprised  the  offerings  to-day,  and  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  lots  were  in  second-hands.  Senna  was 
represented  by  nearly  a  thousand  bales,  and  the  quality  was 
the  best  that  has  been  offered  this  season  ;  fine  grades  of 
Mysore  cardamoms  were  scarce  ;  aloes  were  in  good  supply, 
particularly  Curacao,  and  other  drugs  which  bulked  largely 
were  Sumatra  benzoin,  asafetida,  calumba,  croton-seed. 
Jamaica  honey,  Cartagena  ipecac,  rhubarb,  Jamaica  sar- 
saparilla,  and  beeswax.  The  subjoined  table  shows  the 
quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  publicly,  the  figures 
referring  to  original  packages : — 


Offered 

Sold 

.    10  .. 

.  0 

60  .. 

0 

Curacao  (boxes 

137  .. 

.  137 

59  .. 

.  0 

4  .. 

.  4 

35  .. 

.  0 

Almonds,  bitter  (? 

)      *  •• 

.  0 

2  .. 

0 

20  .. 

.  0 

Annatto-seed  ... 

33  .. 

0 

62  .. 

10 

,,  161  . 

.  48 

Balsam,  copaiba 

..    24  . 

.  6 

i  .. 

.  0 

*Tolu  

19  . 

.  12 

Benzoin — 

,,    63  . 

.  0 

34  . 

.  .0 

163  . 

.  28 

22  . 

.  3 

Calabar  beans  ... 

..     5  . 

.  5 

237  . 

.  28 

Cannabis  indica 

..    27  . 

.  0 

*Canthavides  ... 

..     2  . 

.  2 

..  357  . 

.  93 

9  . 

1 

2  . 

.  0 

Chillies  

..    30  . 

.  0 

35  . 

.  0 

,,    83  . 

.  78 

7  . 

.  0 

Offered  Sold 


1  .. 

1 

Cocculus  [ndicus... 

76  .. 

.  0 

8  .. 

8 
0 

1  .. 

113  .. 

.  0 

65  .. 

0 

30  .. 

.  0 

Cuttle-fish  

64  .. 

.  0 

Dandelion- root  .... 

24  .. 

.  0 

23  .. 

.  0 

Elemi  ... 

1  .. 

.  0 

34  .. 

.  14 

Fenugreek- seed  ... 

44  .. 

.  0 

Galls   

61  .. 

.  0 

8  .. 

.  2 

30  .. 

0 

3  .. 

.  3 

5  .. 

.  5 

61  .. 

.  7 

2  .. 

.  2 

Honey,  Australian 

30  .. 

.  0 

185  .. 

.  170 

Ipecacuanha — 

.  0 

88  .. 
51  .. 

.  10 

40  .. 

.  0 

12  . 

.  0 

15  .. 

.  0 

13  . 

.  5 

25  . 

.  4 

10  . 

.  0 

*  Sold  privately. 
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Offered  Sold 

Liquorice-root   4  ...  4 

Menthol   1  ...  0 

Myrrh    46  ...  8 

Musk   7  ...  0 

Nux  vomica   463  ...  0 

Oil,  castor   50  ...  0 

cajaput   19  ...  5 

cinnamon-leaf  ...  5  ...  0 

citronella    4  ...  0 

*cod-liver    5  ...  5 

eucalyptus    34  ...  0 

lemon   10  ...  0 

lemongrass    1  ...  0 

lime    34  ...  0 

orange,  bitter  ...  1  ...  0 

peppermint   10  ...  0 

rose    15  ...  0 

sassafras    2  ...  0 

ylang  ylang    9  ...  2 

Opium  '.   4  ...  0 

Orange-peel    36  ...  3 

Orris    £6  ...  5 

Otto  of  rose    4  ...  0 


Offered  Sold 

Pareira  brava    21  ...  0 

Patchouli-leaves  ...  18  ...  0 

Pistachio-nuts   4  ...  0 

Rhatany    8  ...  0 

Rhubarb    195  ...  25 

Sarsaparilla    116  ...  32 

Saffron    12  ...  0 

Sandalwood    20  ...  0 

Scammonium    10  ...  0 

Senna  — 

Alexandrian   14  ...  0 

Tinnevelly   934  ...  872 

Senega    5  ...  0 

Soap  castile   7  ...  0 

Soy   50  ...  0 

Squills    36  ...  5 

Tamarinds    40...  0 

Tonka-beans   5  ...  1 

Turmeric    80  ...  0 

Vanilla    12  ...  0 

Wax  (bees')    661  ...  95 

Japanese    15  ...  0 

Yarrow   5  ...  0 


*  Sold  privately. 

Aloes. — Slow  of  sale.  Four  kegs  of  common  black 
Mocha  aloes  sold  without  reserve  at  31s.  Socotrine  was 
bought  in  at  75s.,  at  which  small  sales  have  been  made 
privately.  Curasao  descriptions,  of  which  there  was  a  good 
assortment,  were  all  disposed  of  at  the  following  prices :  — 
Good  brown  livery.  26s. ;  fair  ditto.  18s.  (subject)  to  20s.,  and 
good  capey.  19s.  (subject)  to  19s.  6d. ;  coarse  drossy  (partly 
*'  without  reserve  "),  14s.  to  15s.  per  cwt.  No  Cape  sold, 
good  hard  bright  being  held  for  25s.,  fair  to  good  seconds  at 
22s.  to  23s.  6d.,  and  drossy  and  softish  at  18s.  per  cwt.  ^oSi 

Areca  sold  at  easier  rates,  14s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for 
fine  bold  from  Ceylon  ;  13s.  6d.  was  refused  for  the  remain- 
ing 30  bags  of  this  parcel.  Another  lot  of  19  bags,  from 
Bombay,  was  held  for  16s. 

Asafetida. — Quiet.  Of  a  parcel  of  114  packages  from 
Persia,  3  boxes  only  sold  at  38s.  for  heavy  broken  block,  pale, 
with  a  fair  amount  of  gum.  Another  parcel  of  44  cases,  im- 
ported in  August,  1899,  and  previously  offered,  were  cata- 
logued "  without  reserve,"  the  following  being  some  of  the 
prices  paid  : — Very  heavy  pinky  and  brownish  block,  26s.  ; 
softish  brown  block,  a  little  almondy,  15s.  ;  small  white 
stoney,  which  looked  like  gum,  15s.  and  very  common 
heavy  and  stoney  block,  7s.  to  9s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Five  cases  of  unaltered  Cartagena 
sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  three  casks  of  cloudy  Maranham, 
from  Liverpool,  were  held  for  Is.  Id.  Fifteen  crates,  each 
containing  two  tins  of  47  lbs.  each,  of  unfiltered  Para  were 
bought  in  at  Is.  9d.,  and  an  odd  case  of  the  same  description 
sold  at  Is.  3d. 

Balsam  Peru. — Two  cases  of  thinnish  balsam  were  held 
for  6s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Of  the  two  parcels  offered,  one  of  twelve 
cases,  containing  small  tins,  had  been  sold  privately ;  for 
large  tins  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  was  the  limit. 

Benzoin. — Quiet  in  auction.  Sumatra,  fine  seconds,  of 
old  fracture,  well  packed,  sold  at  91.  10s.  per  cwt.  subject ; 
good  ditto,  well  packed  with  small  to  medium  almonds, 
7s.  17s.  6d.  to  8/. ;  four  cases  of  old  fracture,  storax  flavour, 
81.  Siam,  good  pea-  and  bean-size  almonds,  free,  were  held 
at  12?.  10s.  to  157.  10s.  per  cwt.  (12  cases),  and  blocky 
siftings  at  from  61.  5s.  to  91.  per  cwt.  No  Palembang  were 
sold. 

The  exports  from  Singapore  for  the  first  seven  months  of  this 
year  were  as  follows  :  — 

Continent. 
Piculs. 


1900 
1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 
1895 


1,675 
1,364 
852 
2,155 
2,606 
1,030 


Great  Britain. 
Piculs. 
826 
899 
684 
633 
2,548 
1,558 


Buchu— Very  firm.  For  a  string  of  16  bales  of  found 
yellowish  leaf  a  bid  of  lid.  per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted ;  Is 


was  the  limit.  Of  another  lot  of  6  bales,  half  sold  at  Is. 
for  good  green  round,  and  the  yellow  of  the  parcel  was 
bought  in. 

Calabar  Beans  sold  at  about  their  normal  value  to-day, 
3\d.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  a  lot  offered  without  reserve. 

Calumba  in  plentiful  supply  and  slow  of  sale.  Fair 
brownish  natural  sorts  sold  at  16s.,  and  yellowish  washed  at 
20s.  per  cwt. 

Cantharides. — The  two  casks  of  Russian  offered  had 
been  sold  privately  at  2s.  2d.  London  terms ;  privately  2s.  2d. 
c.i.f.,  is  wanted. 

Cardamoms. — In  slow  demand  at  practically  unaltered 
rates,  as  under :  Ceylon-Mysores,  medium  to  bold  pale,! 
3s.  5d.  to  3s.  6d  ;  good  medium  pale  (second-size),  2s.  id.  to 
2s.  8d. ;  medium  dullish,  2s.  3d.  ;  small  pale,  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  10^  ;  very  small  pale,  Is.  3d. ;  pale  split,  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d. 
brown  and  split,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4rZ. ;  seeds,  Is.  8d.  to  Is  lid. 
per  lb. 

Cassia  Fistula. — For  a  case  of  good  pod  from  Grenada 
16s.  per  cwt.  subject  was  paid,  and  for  8  bags  of  fine  bold  20s. 
was  wanted. 

Coca-leaves. — Information  was  received  by  cable  at 
New  York  on  October  3  from  the  West  Coast  of  South 
America  that  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  all  varieties  of  coca- 
leaves,  and  prices  are  ruling  higher.  A  bale  of  small 
broken  leaf  offerel  in  auction  had  been  sold  privately. 

Colocynth. — Very  firm.  The  feature  of  this  drug  was 
the  offering  of  3  boxes  of  Spanish  shipped  from  Alicante. 
Small  to  medium  white  apple  (12  lbs.)  sold  at  Is.  3d.  Good 
white  pulp,  pulped  in  Spain  realised  4s.  (We  believe 
that  on  the  last  occasion,  about  twelve  months  ago,  pulp 
sold  at  2s.  6d.).  Broken  brown  apple  brought  9d.  per  lb., 
and  5  cases  of  fair  pale  small  to  medium  Turkey  apple  sold 
at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Cuttle-pish  Bone.  —  Several  lots  from  Bombay  were 
catalogued  without  reserve,  but  they  were  taken  out  without 
mention  of  price.  3%d.  per  lb.  was  the  limit  placed  on 
40  mats  of  fair  white  bone. 

Dragon's- blood. — No  fiery-coloured  lump  was  offered. 
Three  cases  of  lump  and  ball  of  good  colour  were  bought  in 
at  14/.  10s.  |per  cwt.  For  ordinary  seedy  block  of  poor 
colour  11.  was  refused. 

Gamboge. — In  small  supply.  Good  Siam  pipe,  mostly  of 
bright  orange  fracture  partly  blocky,  sold  at  8/.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum. — The  only  parcel  offered  was  3  casks  of  drossy 
and  seedy  block  "  without  reserve,"  which  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb. 

Guinea-grains. — Lower.  Fair  bright  from  Liverpool 
sold  at  32s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — Two  cases  of  small  picked  Trieste  grain 
apparently  sold  at  6/.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  for  5  serons  of 
yellow  Turkey  sorts  80s.  was  paid. 

Honey. — New  season's  Jamaica  honey  was  represented  by 
6  parcels  which  sold  readily  at  full  rates,  pale  amber  to 
medium  dark  red  liquid  selling  at  from  25s.  to  28s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  according  to  colour  ;  very  dark  ditto  at  23s  6d.  to 
24s.  6d  Eighteen  cases  of  good  bright  orange  liquid 
realised  30s.  6d. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  brokers  were  somewhat  anxious  to 
sell  to-day,  and  after  a  little  hesitation  a  few  bales  of  Rio 
were  parted  with  at  slightly  easier  rates,  lis.  6d.  to  lis.  9d. 
being  paid  for  lean  grey  to  fair  annulated.  Of  Cartagena 
root  the  supplies  were  plentiful,  and  as  a  consequence  there 
were  no  sales  publicly  ;  7s.  9d.  was  the  limit  for  a  string  of 
49  bags  of  new  import,  but  the  best  bid  obtainable  was  7s.  3d. 
Another  parcel  of  14  bags  was  held  for  8s.,  and  several  other 
odd  parcels  were  bought  in.  The  s.s.  Clyde  from  Monte 
Video  has  brought  85  bales  Rio  this  week,  which  brings  the 
total  now  in  the  warehouse  to  about  400  packages  of  this 
description  ;  of  Cartagena,  the  stock  is  165  packages.  The 
deliveries  so  far  this  month  have  been  exceptionally  good, 
amounting  to  85  packages,  mostly  Cartagena.  Hamburg 
holders  raised  their  quotations  last  week  for  Cartagena  root 
after  the  improvement  on  the  London  market ;  they  quoted 
8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  early  in  the  week. 

Kino. — Fine  black  genuine  Cochin  grain  was  held  for 
Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  Is.  6d.  being  refused,  and  10  boxes  of 
blocky  reddish  grain  from  Calicut  were  bought  in  at  Is.  9'/. 
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Lime-juice. — West  Indian  in  hogsheads  sold  without 
reserve  at  3d.  per  gal.,  and  1  hogshead  from  Demerara  sold 
at  Qd. 

Liquorice-root. — Four  bales  of  decorticated  cut  sold  at 
26s.  per  cwt. 

Myrrh. — For  small  to  medium  good  pale  sorts  a  bid  of 
67s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  was  refused ;  dark  sorts  (2  casks)  sold  at 
25s.,  and  ditto  pickings  at  15s.  per  cwt.  Five  bags  of  good 
sittings  sold  at  40s. 

Nux  Vomica. — Holders  were  firmer  in  their  ideas  at 
auction  to-day,  but  no  sales  were  effected  publicly,  small  to 
medium  fairly  bright  Bombay  being  bought  in  at  10s.  For 
a  parcel  of  very  small  silky  Cochin  seed  7s.  was  wanted. 

Oil,  Oajuput. — Five  cases  of  fair  green  Singapore  appa- 
rently sold  at  2s.  Qd.  per  bottle. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Of  Platypus  brand  (containing  from 
55  per  cent,  to  65  per  cent,  eucalyptol),  9  cases  were  offered, 
and  held  for  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  2s.  being  refused.  Two 
parcels  of  "  commercial "  Australian  oil  were  bought 
in  at  lid.  Portuguese  oil  (55  per  cent,  eucalyptol) 
was  represented  by  4  cases,  which  were  held  for  Is.  Qd. 
per  lb.  It  is  stated  that  the  supply  of  Australian 
eucalyptus  oil  will  not  be  equal  to  the  demand  this  season, 
the  chief  causes  being  that  several  of  the  most  important 
distillers,  by  reason  of  floods  ia  Victoria,  are  behind  with 
their  contracts,  and  new  markets  are  drawing  from  the 
supply.  The  price  has  consequently  been  raised  in  Australia. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  dementholised  was  held  for 
3s.  Qd. 

Oil,  Kose. — Several  parcels  of  East  Indian  were  offered 
and  held  at  from  2d.  per  oz.  upwards. 

Oil,  Ylang-ylang. — For  3  bottles  3s.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  oz. 
was  paid. 

Orange-peel  sold  without  reserve  at  4d.  per  lb.  for  fair 
strip  from  Marseilles ;  bd.  to  Qd.  was  wanted  for  good 
bright. 

Orris. — Five  bags  of  fair  brown  Aden  root  sold  "  without 
reserve  "  at  5s.  per  cwt.,  "if  pay  charges."  Florentine  root 
was  held  at  from  40s.  to  47s.  per  cwt. 

Patchouli-leaves. — Two  parcels  were  offered  but  did 
not  sell,  14  bales  brownish  broken  leaves  from  Penang 
being  held  for  3d ,  and  4  bales  from  Amsterdam,  at  2\d. 
per  lb. 

Rhubarb  sold  at  unaltered  prices.  For  2  cases  of  Shensi 
small  to  bold  round  part-trimming  root  of  dull  coat,  Is.  Qd. 
was  paid.  High-dried  :  fine  small  to  medium  flat,  of  pinky 
fracture,  realised  lOd  ,  and  a  string  of  19  cases  good  common 
round  but  stalky  sold  cheaply  at  b\d.  Several  cases  of 
Canton,  fair  to  good  bold  flat  even  pinky  fracture,  sold  at 
Is.  to  Is.  Id.,  and  a  case  of  rough  round  pickings  brought 
8±d. 

Sarsaparilla. — A  good  assortment  was  shown  to-day, 
the  offerings  including  over  60  packages  of  genuine  grey 
Jamaica  root,  part  of  which  sold  at  about  steady  rates, 
Is.  Id.  being  paid  for  sound,  and  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Qd.  for 
damaged  ;  badly  damaged  and  black  sold  at  2fd.  "  without 
reserve."  A  few  bales  of  sound  in  one  catalogue  were  held 
for  Is.  3d.  Of  Lima-Jamaica  11  bales  were  shown,  and  Is. 
was  refused  for  first-class  damaged.  Honduras  was  repre- 
sented by  27  bales,  which  were  all  bought  in.  Pale  and  red 
mixed  native  Jamaica  sold  at  3^d.  per  lb.,  subject,  for  sound 
and  country-damaged,  but  for  the  best  lots  Is.  was  wanted, 
and  ll\d.  refused.  Privately  there  is  a  small  inquiry  for 
Mexican  on  the  spot,  but  little  is  to  be  had  ;  to  arrive,  Hd., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Senega  was  held  for  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.,  spot.  Privately 
Is.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked  for  Minnesota. 

Senna. — The  heavy  supply  of  934  packages  Tinnevelly- 
leaves  was  well  competed  for,  and  practically  the  whole  of 
it  sold,  very  full  rates  being  paid  for  the  bolder  descriptions. 
The  first  two  parcels  of  125  bales  and  103  bales  respectively 
sold  at  rather  easier  rates,  buyers  holding  back  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  cheaper  prices  on  the  633  bales,  but  in  this 
they  were  disappointed,  as  they  were  all  sold  at  above 
valuations  in  many  instances.  The  prices  paid  were  as 
under  : — Tinnevelly.  good  to  fine  medium  to  bold  green  leaves 
realised  4§<Z.  to  b\d.  per  lb.,  medium  to  bold  greenish  3d.  to 


3^d.,  medium,  partly  yellowish  to  fair.  2d.  to  2f^.,  ordinary 
small  to  medium  yellowish  l^d.  to  1'^d.  For  pods,  dark  to 
fair,  from  2\d.  to  3\d.  per  lb.  was  paid. 

Squills.— Threepence  per  lb.  was  wanted  for  fair  white 
from  Messina,  and  for  brown  squill  l\d.  was  paid. 

Tonka-beans. — For  good  frosted  Angostura  3s.  was 
wanted.  Of  2  cases  frosted  Para,  1  apparently  sold  at  2s.  3d. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  was  2s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  dearer,  selling 
readily  at  from  11.  10s.  to  71.  17s.  Qd.  Madagascar,  fair  to 
good  (37  pockets),  sold  at  from  Ql.  7s.  Qd.  to  Ql.  10s ,  and 
Zanzibar  at  Ql.  to  Ql.  10s. ;  Madras  at  4Z.  10s.  to  Ql.  subject, 
and  dark  brown  Calcutta  at  47s.  Qd.  "  without  reserve." 
Mozambique  in  pipes  and  blocks  was  bought  in. 

Wax,  Japanese.— For  good  pale  squares  33s.  per  cw*- 
was  wanted. 


(Serman  Cbemtcal^trabe. 


MK.  CONSUL-GENERAL  SCHWABACH  has  reported  to 
the  British  Foreign  Office  on  the  trade  of  Germany 
during  last  year,  and,  as  usual,  he  has  a  good  deal  to  say 
about  the  drug  and  chemical  trades,  but  most  of  it  is  retro- 
spective, and  is  merely  a  review  of  the  markets  during  1899. 
Moreover,  his  information  about  certain  chemicals  is  scrappy, 
and  lacks  inside  knowledge  ;  neither  is  his  spelling  up  to 
date,  as  we  are  told  the  demand  for  "  salycilic  "  acid  is 
steadily  increasing,  not  only  in  Germany  but  in  other 
countries.  He  discourses  learnedly  about  carbolic  acid, 
telling  us,  however,  what  we  already  know,  in  the  following 
loose  style : — "  From  carbolic  acid  picric  acid  is  obtained, 
and  is  used  for  the  filling  of  bombs,  but  it  has  other  uses, 
too,  in  medicine,  in  the  preparation  of  '  salycilic  '  acid  and 
in  dye-stuffs."  His  remarks  about  quinine  provoke  laughter. 
After  referring  to  the  fluctuations  during  the  year,  he  says  : — 
"  This  latter  considerable  rise  was  probably  owing  to  the 
great  demand  for  the  American  and  British  armies.  This 
great  fluctuation  in  price  will  probably  disappear  with  the 
causes,  and  the  market  will  resume  its  normal  condition." 
This  will  surely  interest  the  quinine  "ring"  and  speculators. 
Last  year  the  Consul  predicted  the  fall  in  price  of 
oxalic  acid,  and  his  prognostications  have  been  fulfilled, 
for  we  are  told  that  the  newly-erected  factories  have  been 
the  means  of  paralysing  the  trade  of  the  union  of  German 
and  English  manufacturers,  and  the  syndicate  was  finally 
extinct  at  the  end  of  1899.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that 
British  arsenic  of  excellent  quality,  packed  as  customary  in 
Germany,  and  much  cheaper  in  price,  has  influenced  the 
market  in  our  favour.  The  production  of  the  Royal  Saxon 
Mines  was  1,000  tons — about  the  same  as  that  of  previous 
years.  The  import  of  crude  and  refined  glycerin  increased 
by  29,550  cwt.,  owing  to  the  large  demand  of  German 
industries.  At  the  same  time  the  export  has  decreased  by 
19,700  cwt.  The  United  Kingdom  exported  to  Germany 
90,861  cwt.  crude  and  11,844  cwt.  refined  glycerin,  and 
Germany  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  5,211  cwt.  of 
refined — a  considerable  decrease,  we  should  think.  We 
must  pass  over  the  beeswax,  sulphate  of  ammonia,  boric 
acid,  phosphorus,  chloride  of  lime,  and  soda  paragraphs,  as- 
our  space  is  more  valuable  than  the  2\d.  which  will  buy  the- 
report  from  the  Queen's  printers. 


Comma  Events. 

Wednesday,  October  17. 

Tlie  Western  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  meeting  at  the- 
Westbourne  Restaurant,  Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  p.m. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  A  conversazione 
inaugurating  the  session  will  beheld  in  the  Association  Rooms, 
Institute  Hall,  Scott  Street,  at  9  P.M. 

Thursday,  October  18. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Opening  meeting  of  the 
session.  Inaugural  address  by  the  President,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dewhirst,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.  

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Owing  to  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Windsor,  the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley, 
the  President,  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Association,  which  had 
been  fixed  for  Wednesday,  October  10,  has  been  postponed  to  a 
date  to  be  hereafter  decided. 


